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Overview
Nestled in the heart of the urban San Francisco Bay Area, Mills
College is a hidden gem. It's an idyllic setting that might—at first
glance—belie the pulse of activity that beats within the gates. As
many have discovered, Mills is home to one of the most dynamic
liberal arts educations available to women today.
For more than 160 years, Mills College has enjoyed a reputation
as a vibrant center of academic excellence. Historically a college
for women only, Mills continues that proud tradition today at the
undergraduate level. To provide enhanced professional
opportunities for all students, Mills also offers renowned graduate
programs open to both women and men.
Ranked fifth among colleges and universities in the West by U.S.
News & World Report, Mills also has been named one of the top
"Great Schools, Great Prices" for high academic quality relative
to the net cost of attendance. Mills was recognized as one of
The Best 380 Colleges and one of the greenest colleges in the
nation by The Princeton Review.
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With about half of the undergraduates identifying as women of
color, Mills brings together students with a wide range of
ethnicities, interests, backgrounds, and ages in an inclusive,
welcoming community.
back to top
Mis s io n
Mills is an independent liberal arts college for women with
graduate programs for women and men. The College educates
students to think critically and communicate responsibly and
effectively, to accept the challenges of their creative visions, and
to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to effect
thoughtful changes in a global, multicultural society.
Academic Environment
Inspired by a teaching philosophy that grows out of a longstanding dedication to women’s education, Mills provides a
creative, challenging learning environment that encourages
intellectual exploration. The faculty of respected scholars and
artists is dedicated to developing the strengths of every student,
preparing them for lifelong intellectual, personal, and
professional growth.
With an impressive student-to-faculty ratio of 10:1, Mills women
are assured access to and support from their inspiring and
committed professors. The cornerstone of a Mills education is the
collaboration between dedicated students and distinguished
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/about_mills.php
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faculty that goes beyond the classroom and into meaningful work
and innovative research.
Mills encourages openness to experimentation in the context of
established academic disciplines. The curriculum combines
traditional liberal arts with new educational initiatives that value
cultural, racial, and ethnic diversity. Academic programs are
designed to reflect the importance of global issues, provide an
understanding of the natural world, and enhance opportunities
for women throughout society.
back to top
A cad em ic P ro g ram s
Mills offers a bachelor of arts degree in a variety of majors and
the bachelor of science degree in biochemistry and molecular
biology, biology, biopsychology, chemistry, environmental
science, mathematics, and public health and health equity. In
addition, the College offers eight accelerated programs that
make it possible for students to earn both a bachelor's and a
master's degree—increasing post-college career options. At the
foundation of these academic programs is the belief that an
education in the liberal arts and sciences should offer the
opportunity to explore and master a varied set of skills,
perspectives, and disciplinary experiences.
Sophomores, juniors, seniors, and in some circumstances, firstyear students, may cross-register for one course per semester
at UC Berkeley, California College of the Arts, or one of several
other Bay Area colleges. Mills has exchange or visiting programs
with many American colleges and universities. Mills has also
made special arrangements with more than 20 institutions that
offer international study opportunities. These relationships offer
additional avenues to experience different teaching styles and
learning environments.
Mills offers preprofessional programs in nursing, medicine and
health sciences, and law. Off-campus internships connect
academic studies and career plans with on-the-job experience.
Students learn from and work with faculty who are community,
national, and international leaders in science, economics,
mathematics, the arts, literature, education, government, and
many other fields.
back to top
Cam p us Lif e
Located in the foothills of Oakland, California, on the east shore
of the San Francisco Bay, Mills offers students access to the
diverse metropolitan centers that make up the greater Bay Area.
Amid the green rolling hills and the century-old eucalyptus trees
of the Mills campus, students find haven—a great place to live
and learn—with new friends and new ideas at every turn. The
campus is heavily accented with Mediterranean-style buildings,
many designed by architectural innovator Julia Morgan. Paths
and streams wind their way through tree groves and meadows,
adding to the lush feeling that pervades the 135-acre campus.
Mills students also enjoy an educational environment enriched by
historic cultural resources such as the Mills College Art Museum,
the Littlefield Concert Hall, and the Center for Contemporary
Music.
Residential and commuting students alike participate in a variety
of eclectic events that enhance learning and provide inspiration
beyond the classroom. Typical offerings might include a
contemporary art exhibit, a lecture on socially responsible
business, a creek clean-up event, a spoken word performance,
or an evening of experimental music. Mills also offers a variety
of student clubs and organizations that run the gamut from the
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/about_mills.php
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Mills Leadership Action of Tomorrow to the International Student
Association.
Students can also experience one-of-a-kind resources such as
the Eucalyptus Press, the imprint of the Book Art Program at
Mills; or the Children's School, the first laboratory school founded
west of the Mississippi. The Special Collections of the F. W. Olin
Library contain more than 22,000 rare books and manuscripts,
including a copy of Shakespeare's First Folio, a Mozart
manuscript, and a leaf from a Gutenberg Bible. The Trefethen
Aquatic Center and Haas Pavilion offer a wide variety of options
for athletics, physical fitness, and recreation, while the campus
Chapel provides a peaceful environment for spiritual reflection
and renewal.
Outside the campus gates, students have access to the urban
Bay Area with Berkeley, San Francisco, Napa, and Silicon Valley
nearby. Students can enjoy educational and professional
opportunities afforded through stimulating cultural, artistic, and
political events or simply reap the benefit of the social and
recreational activities and climate of the beautiful Bay Area.
back to top
Divers ity and So cial Jus tice Statem ent
Mills College embraces diversity and social justice as key
components of academic, cocurricular, and residential life. The
College encourages every member of our community to
embrace this vision and to work to attract, support, and retain
students, faculty, and staff who reflect the diversity and social
justice values of Mills.
Diversity refers to the variety of personal experiences, values,
and world views that arise from race, ethnicity, gender/gender
identity, religious and spiritual beliefs, class, age, color, sexual
orientation, disability, immigrant status, and national origin.
Social justice refers to a commitment to challenging social,
cultural, and economic inequalities imposed on individuals arising
from any differential distribution of power, resources, and
privilege at Mills and in the larger society.
Since its founding, Mills has remained committed to empowering
women to overcome the social barriers that have excluded them
from educational and career opportunities. In the 20th century,
Mills recognized the importance of extending this access to
women from diverse backgrounds, including resumer women,
parenting students, and first-generation college students. In
addition, Mills' graduate and professional programs are designed
to provide a coeducational environment that values women's
leadership and promotes gender equality. Because the College
aims to educate all students to acquire the knowledge and skills
to effect thoughtful changes in a global, multicultural society, we
seek to create opportunities for engagement in activities that
promote equity and justice.
Mills honors freedom of expression and respectful discourse as
fundamental educational cornerstones. We recognize that
students learn best in an environment that is safe for
disagreement, recognizes and addresses diverse learning styles,
and values holistic growth and wellness.
Mills recognizes that diversity and social justice are inextricably
linked to academic excellence and innovation. Critical thinking,
intellectual curiosity, creativity, and collaboration are all
enhanced when a diverse faculty and student body interact and
learn from one another. By offering a traditional liberal arts
curriculum while engaging new pedagogies and diverse
perspectives, Mills provides a transformative educational
experience that prepares students for excellence and effective
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/about_mills.php
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leadership in their careers, professions, and in graduate
education.
back to top
His to ry
Founded in 1852 as the Young Ladies' Seminary in Benicia,
California, Mills College boasts a rich history as a leader in
women's education. Mills was founded two years after California
was admitted to statehood and the same year the city of
Oakland was established. The University of California and
Stanford had yet to exist, and newly prosperous miners,
farmers, and merchants wanted to educate their daughters
without sending them on the perilous journey to East Coast
schools.
The Young Ladies' Seminary was established by nine citizens in
what became the state capital, and it gained a strong reputation
under the direction of Oberlin graduate Mary Atkins. With a
vision of equal education and opportunity for women,
missionaries Cyrus and Susan Mills bought the Seminary in 1865
for $5,000, renamed it Mills College, and moved it in 1871 to its
current 135-acre oasis. At the time, Oakland was a bustling
metropolis of about 10,000.
The student body quickly grew, with students of diverse faiths
and backgrounds enrolled from many states and countries.
Among the first institutions for the higher education of women,
Mills is the oldest women's college west of the Rockies.
Over the decades, Mills "firsts" have been numerous: the first
women's college west of the Rockies (chartered 1885); the first
laboratory school west of the Mississippi for aspiring teachers
(1926); the first women's college to offer a computer science
major (1974) and a bachelor's to master's BA/MBA accelerated
degree program (2001); the first business school in the West for
women (2005); and the first MFA program in book art and
creative writing in the nation (2009).
Always a leader in the arts, Mills was among the first liberal arts
colleges to offer a modern dance degree (1941), and it became
the national center for modern dance outside New York City. The
Center for Contemporary Music, dedicated in 1967, is a
preeminent center for electronic music.
Many of the world's foremost artists, politicians, and scholars
have taught, lectured, and performed at Mills, including Isabel
Allende, John Cage, Don Ed Hardy, Dolores Huerta, Darius
Milhaud, Joyce Carol Oates, Nancy Pelosi, Gertrude Stein, and
Gloria Steinem.
Notable alumnae of the College include Jennifer Losch Bartlett,
abstract artist; Renel Brooks-Moon, voice of the San Francisco
Giants and the first African American woman to announce for a
professional sports team; Trisha Brown, renowned dancer and
one of the first female choreographers to be awarded a
MacArthur Genius Award; Barbara Lee, US Congresswoman;
Stephanie Mills, groundbreaking ecological activist and author;
and Susan Perrine, developer of a revolutionary treatment for
sickle cell anemia.
For more than 160 years, Mills has continued to attract people
interested in creativity, experimentation, leadership, and social
justice—the hallmarks of a 21st-century Mills education.
back to top
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Academic Requirements
Bachelor of Arts | Bachelor of Science
Nursing Certificate
Bachelo r o f A rts (BA ) Deg ree R eq uirem ents
A student's degree requirements, including the major and minor
sequence requirements, are those stated in the catalog in the
year in which the student is admitted to Mills. To be eligible for
graduation with a BA degree, students must complete all the
requirements listed below:
1. To tal Sem es ter Co urs e Cred its (120 s em es ter
cred its )
Each student must complete a minimum of 120 semester
course credits including transfer credits and/or Advanced
Placement (AP) credits.
2. Co re Curriculum (CC) R eq uirem ent (10 req uirem ents ;
30 s em es ter cred its )
The 10-course (30-credit) CC requirement can be fulfilled
through numerous courses throughout the curriculum
which reflect our general education outcomes; students
can also gain CC credit through AP credit or prior collegelevel course work. Courses required for the major may
also count toward the CC requirement. A single course
may count for up to two requirements. COLL 005 (0
credit) is required of all entering undergraduates, and
must be taken during the student's first semester at Mills.
ENG 001 is required of all entering undergraduates unless
they have equivalent transfer credit (AP credit does not
fulfill ENG 001 nor Written Communication II). ENG 001
must be taken during the first year of the student's
attendance.
NOTE: The core curriculum requirements listed here are
applicable to all students entering during academic year
2016-2017 or later. Students who entered during an
earlier academic year should view the General Education
Requirements in their entering year catalog in the catalog
archives. Students who wish to switch to the core
curriculum 2016-17 major and minor requirements should
submit the Core Curriculum Review Request form to the M
Center.
(See The Core Curriculum.)
3. Majo r (31-57 s em es ter cred its )
Majors confined to a single discipline will require 31 to 57
semester course credits; a divisional or interdivisional
major requires 13 to 16 semester course credits within
the combined fields of concentration. Students may major
in no more than two fields, each field requiring at least 30
unduplicated semester course credits. Refer to
the Departments and Programs section of the catalog for
specific major requirements. (See Declaring a Major.)
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4. Mino r (Op tio nal) (15 to 20 s em es ter cred its )
A minor consists of 15 to 20 semester course credits.
Students may minor in no more than two fields. No
courses taken for the minor may be counted in the major
or in a second minor. Refer to the Departments and
Programs section of the catalog for specific minor
requirements. (See Declaring a Minor.)
5. Electives Outs id e the Majo r Field (60 s em es ter
cred its )
Students must complete 60 semester course credits in
subject areas outside their first major field (e.g., students
majoring in English may not count any English courses as
electives) and may include transfer or AP credits, but may
not include physical education activity courses. Elective
credits may also include courses taken to fulfill the CC
requirements or, if applicable, courses taken to fulfill a
minor and/or a second major.
6. Up p er-Divis io n Cred its (30 s em es ter cred its )
Each student must complete a minimum of 30 100-level
semester course credits.
7. Letter Grad es in the Majo r and Mino r
All courses in the major and minor sequences must be
completed with letter grades. "Pass/No Pass" ("P/NP")
grades are not permitted in the major or minor unless
specifically required (e.g., internships).
8. R es id ency R eq uirem ent (40 s em es ter cred its )
Students must be in attendance at Mills during the last two
semesters immediately prior to graduation and must
complete a minimum of 40 semester course credits at
Mills, which requires a minimum of three semesters of
study. Courses taken through international study,
domestic exchange/visit, cross-registration, or concurrent
enrollment do not count toward the residency
requirement.
9. Minim um 2.0 Cum ulative GP A
No student may graduate with a cumulative Mills GPA of
lower than 2.0.
10. Cred it R es trictio ns
P hys ical Ed ucatio n (P E) Co urs es
A maximum of 4 semester course credits in physical
education activities, including competitive sports, is
allowed toward the degree. Students wishing to enroll in
additional PE courses must register for these courses as
"Audit" ("AU") and will receive no credit for them. A
student may receive credit for no more than two 1semester credit activity or competitive sport participation
classes in any one semester. (Activity courses are
numbered PE 001–049; competitive sports courses are
numbered in the 100s.)
Dance Techniq ue Co urs es
Students who do not major in dance may apply no more
than 10 semester course credits of dance technique
toward the degree.
Mus ic P erf o rm ance Co urs es
Students who do not major in music may apply no more
than 10 semester course credits in individual instrument
instruction, individual voice instruction, or performance
and composition toward the degree.
back to top
Bachelo r o f Science (BS) Deg ree R eq uirem ents
A student’s degree requirements, including the major and minor
sequence requirements, are those stated in the catalog in the
year in which a student is admitted to Mills. To be eligible for
graduation with a BS degree, students must complete all of the
requirements listed below:
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_requirements.php
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1. To tal Sem es ter Co urs e Cred its (120 s em es ter
cred its )
Each student must complete a minimum of 120 semester
course credits including transfer credits and/or Advanced
Placement (AP) credits.
2. Co re Curriculum (CC) R eq uirem ent (10 co urs es ; 31
s em es ter cred its )
The 10-course (31 semester credit) CC requirement can
be fulfilled through numerous courses throughout the
curriculum which reflect our general education outcomes;
students can also gain CC credit through AP credit or prior
college-level course work. Courses required for the major
or natural science and mathematics core, or courses
taken to fulfill the liberal arts requirement, may also count
toward the CC requirement. A single course may count for
up to two requirements. COLL 005 (0 credit) is required of
all entering undergraduates and must be taken during the
student's first semester at Mills. ENG 001 is required of all
entering undergraduates unless they have equivalent
transfer credit (AP credit does not fulfill ENG 001). ENG
001 must be taken the first year of the student's
attendance.
NOTE: The core curriculum requirements listed here are
applicable to all students entering during academic year
2016-2017 or later. Students who entered during an
earlier academic year should view the General Education
Requirements in their entering year catalog in the catalog
archives. Students who wish to switch to the core
curriculum 2016-17 major and minor requirements should
submit the Core Curriculum Review Request form to the M
Center.
(See The Core Curriculum.) (See The Core Curriculum
and General Education Requirements for the Bachelor's
Degree.)
3. Natural Science and Mathem atics Co re
(36 s em es ter cred its )
To be eligible for graduation with a BS degree, students
must complete a natural science and mathematics core
which includes:
BIO 001 General Biology I with Lab (4)
CHEM 017–018 General Chemistry I and II with Lab (4; 4)
CS 063 Introduction to Computer Science (4)
MATH 047–048 Calculus I and II with Workshop (3; 3)
PHYS 061–062 General Physics I and II with Lab (4; 4)
And one course chosen from the following (majors may
recommend or require specific courses):
CS 064 Computer Concepts and Intermediate
Programming (4)
ECON 081 Introduction to Statistics (4)
MATH 004 Discrete Mathematics I (4)
MATH 049 Multivariable Calculus (4)
MATH 050 Linear Algebra (4)
MATH 102 Probability and Statistics (4)
MATH 104 Differential Equations (4)
MATH 141 Real Analysis I (4)
PSYC 146 Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences (4)
4. Majo r
Students may major in no more than two fields, with 30
unduplicated semester course credits required in each
field. BS degrees are offered in biology, chemistry,
biochemistry and molecular biology, biopsychology,
environmental science, and mathematics. These majors
offer both a BA and BS track; to be eligible for the BS
degree, students must complete the requirements for the
BS major. Refer to the Departments and Programs section
of the catalog for specific major requirements. (See
Declaring a Major.)
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_requirements.php
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5. I nd ep end ent Exp erience (3 s em es ter cred its )
Students must complete 3 semester credits of
independent work related to the major, which can be in
the form of directed research or an academic internship,
as agreed upon by the student and her advisor. This is not
part of the major sequence.
6. Lib eral A rts Electives (31 s em es ter cred its )
Students must complete 31 course credits outside of
natural science and mathematics (biology, chemistry,
computer science, environmental science, mathematics,
or physics), not including physical education activity
courses. This will include all appropriate CC courses
(including ENG 001). For majors that require courses
outside of natural science and mathematics, such as
environmental science and biopsychology, students may
count up to two courses in the major toward the liberal
arts requirement.
7. Mino r (Op tio nal)
Students are encouraged to consider a minor in a
humanities, social science, or fine arts field. A minor
consists of 15 to 20 semester course credits, and is not
required for the BS degree. Students may minor in no
more than two fields. No courses in the minor may be
counted in the major or in a second minor, but courses
counted in the liberal arts and natural science and
mathematics core may also count toward a minor. Refer
to the Departments and Programs section of the catalog
for specific minor requirements. (See Declaring a Minor.)
8. Letter Grad es in the Majo r, Mino r, and Co re
All courses completed in the major and minor sequences
and in the natural science and mathematics core must be
completed with letter grades. "Pass/No Pass" ("P/NP")
grades are not permitted in these areas.
9. Up p er-Divis io n Cred its (30 s em es ter cred its )
Each student must complete a minimum of 30 100-level
semester course credits.
10. R es id ency R eq uirem ent (40 s em es ter cred its )
Students must be in attendance at Mills during the last two
semesters immediately prior to graduation and must
complete a minimum of 40 semester course credits at
Mills, which requires a minimum of three semesters of
study. Courses taken through international study,
domestic exchange/visit, cross-registration, or concurrent
enrollment do not count toward the residency
requirement.
11. Minim um 2.0 Cum ulative GP A
No student may graduate with a cumulative Mills GPA of
lower than 2.0.
12. Cred it R es trictio ns
P hys ical Ed ucatio n (P E) Co urs es
A maximum of 4 semester course credits in physical
education activities, including competitive sports, is
allowed toward the degree. Students wishing to enroll in
additional PE courses must register for these courses as
"Audit" ("AU") and will receive no credit for them. A
student may receive credit for no more than two 1-credit
activity or competitive sport participation classes in any
one semester. (Activity courses are numbered PE 001–
049; competitive sports courses are numbered in the
100s.)
Dance Techniq ue Co urs es
Students who do not major in dance may apply no more
than 10 semester course credits of dance technique
toward the degree.
Mus ic P erf o rm ance Co urs es
Students who do not major in music may apply no more
than 10 semester course credits in individual instrument
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_requirements.php
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instruction, individual voice instruction, or performance
and composition toward the degree.
back to top
Nurs ing Certif icate
R eq uirem ents
A student's nursing certificate requirements are those stated in
the catalog in the year in which she is admitted to Mills. To be
eligible for graduation, students must complete all the
requirements listed below and should refer to the departmental
listing for specific course requirements:
1. Co re Curriculum (CC) R eq uirem ent (4 co urs es ; 14
s em es ter cred its )
2. The four-course (14-semester credit) Core Curriculum
requirement for pre-nursing students is fulfilled by: Race,
Gender and Power; Creativity, Innovation and
Experimentation; Written and Oral Communication I and
II.
3. Students can also earn Core Curriculum credit through AP
credit or prior college-level course work. COLL 005 (0
credit) is required of all entering undergraduates. ENG
001 is required of all entering undergraduates unless they
have equivalent transfer credit (AP credit does not fulfill
ENG 001). COLL 05 must be completed during the
student's first semester of attendance, and ENG 001 must
be taken during the student's first year of attendance.
4. Science Co re (6 co urs es ; 24 s em es ter cred its )
Nursing students must complete six four-semester credit
science core courses as part of the major. At least three
of these courses must be completed at Mills.
5. R em aining Majo r R eq uirem ents (24 s em es ter
cred its )
Students must also complete the eight additional courses
specified by the department as part of the major.
6. Minim um GP A o f 2.5
The Mills cumulative GPA must be at least 2.85 to
advance to the second year of the program. However,
students must maintain a prerequisite course work GPA of
3.0, which includes all prerequisite course work taken
prior to entering Mills and while a student at Mills, to
transfer to a partner Nursing School for their final two
years of study.
7. Cred it R es trictio ns
P hys ical Ed ucatio n (P E) Co urs es
A maximum of 2 semester course credits in physical
education activities, including competitive sports, may be
taken by students while enrolled in the Nursing Program.
Students wishing to enroll in additional PE courses must
register for these courses as "Audit" ("AU").
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Vis io n and Go al

About Mills

Our core curriculum supports our vision of a 21st-century liberal
arts education, which prepares students to pursue varied career
paths throughout their lifetimes. Its principal goal is to create
engaged global citizens who combine the confidence and tools to
think for themselves with a sense of responsibility for the needs
of the larger community. Social justice is a strong component of
the core curriculum, which is inspired by our Mills’ tradition as a
women’s college of promoting access and empowerment for
those who have historically been excluded from educational
opportunities.

Academic Requirements

The core curriculum capitalizes on our unique location. The San
Francisco Bay Area is home to thriving communities of radical
artists, writers, musicians, and dancers, as well as creative
engineers driving the revolution in information technology,
environmental scientists spearheading the “green” movement,
and activists inspiring political and social change. This rich
cultural and social landscape has played a crucial role in the
identity of Mills and its rich tradition of creativity, innovation, and
experimentation.

Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors

Student Life
Admission
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The curriculum emphasizes the value of diverse perspectives,
critical analysis, and knowledge as being essential to successful
social change. Through the study of languages other than English
and international perspectives, students acquire experience with
communicating across differences.Through critical, quantitative
and scientific analysis, they learn how to analyze problems from
interdisciplinary perspectives. Students also learn to talk with
each other and their faculty about their intellectual and artistic
visions in a nurturing community that supports creativity and
innovation.
Read the full text.
Co re Curriculum R eq uirem ents f o r the Bachelo r's Deg ree
Each of the requirements listed below can be fulfilled in a
number of ways, including Mills courses, independent studies and
other learning activities, transfer credit, and/or relevant
advanced placement (AP) courses. The advisor will help the
student set up a core curriculum plan tailored to the student’s
specific academic needs and interests.
The core requirements fall into three categories: foundational
skills, modes of inquiry, and contributions to knowledge and
society. Each requirement is described below along with its
learning objectives. A list of courses or learning activities
meeting these requirements is available online under Core
Curriculum Courses. A given course or learning activity may
meet no more than two core requirements.
Fo und atio nal Skills
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/core-curriculum-review.php
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Critical A nalys is (3 credits)
I nf o rm atio n Literacy (0 credits)
W ritten and Oral Co m m unicatio n (7 credits)
Quantitative Literacy (3 credits)
W ays o f Kno w ing / Mo d es o f I nq uiry
R ace, Gend er, and P o w er (3 credits)
Scientif ic I nq uiry (3 credits)
Lang uag e Other Than Eng lis h (3 credits)
I nternatio nal P ers p ectives (3 credits)
Co ntrib utio ns to Kno w led g e and Co m m unity
Co m m unity Eng ag em ent (2 credits)
Creativity, I nno vatio n, and Exp erim entatio n (3
credits)

back to top

Core Curriculum Requirements
Fo und atio nal Skills
Critical A nalys is (3 cred its )
At Mills, students learn to approach knowledge generated in
scholarly, governmental, media, and community contexts with a
critical lens, asking vital questions, interrogating assumptions,
and using logical reasoning to detect and counter bias and
unexamined societal assumptions.
View Learning Objectives
I nf o rm atio n Literacy and Techno lo g y Skills (0 cred its )
In a society of rapid technological change and proliferating
information resources, individuals are confronted with an
abundance of information in a variety of formats. Students
should have the skills needed to evaluate the authenticity,
validity, and reliability of information and use information
technology effectively.
View Learning Objectives
W ritten and Oral Co m m unicatio n I and I I (7 cred its )
College-level communication and literacy are supported at every
stage of a Mills student’s academic career. In their first year at
Mills, all students take a course that introduces college-level
written and oral communication skills. Undergraduate students
who have not completed an acceptable college-level English
composition course are required to take Rhetoric and
Composition for the College Writer (ENG 001 for 4 credits). ENG
001 must be completed by the end of the first year at Mills. AP
credit does not fulfill the ENG 001 requirement.
Students will build on their skills in a second course that calls for
practicing effective written, oral, and digital communication.
View Learning Objectives
Quantitative Literacy (3 cred its )
The quantitatively literate citizen can approach complex
problems with careful reasoning and assess claims involving data
and numbers. To thrive and contribute, Mills graduates need a
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/core-curriculum-review.php
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set of basic quantitative tools and interpretational/communicative
skills, and an appreciation for the value of quantitative analysis
alongside other forms of critical thinking. Students can meet this
requirement with a wide variety of courses in math, computer
science, social science, philosophy, natural science, and more.
View Learning Objectives
W ays o f Kno w ing / Mo d es o f I nq uiry
R ace, Gend er, and P o w er (3 cred its )
The race, gender, and power (RGP) requirement enables
students to develop an understanding of race and gender as
socially constructed, intersecting, and contested categories
related to power and privilege. Students gain the analytical tools
they need to understand, communicate about, and act within
social contexts shaped by inequality.
View Learning Objectives
Scientif ic I nq uiry (SI ) o f Natural Sys tem s (3 cred its )
In addition to being introduced to a set of known facts about
natural systems, students will gain a critical understanding of
central concepts and theories used to study biological, chemical,
and/or physical processes. Students will assess scientific claims
based on existing data and/or their own observations or
experimentation. Most courses will therefore ask students to
devise testable hypotheses or otherwise inquire about the
processes of natural systems through analysis of scientific texts,
raising questions about existing data, or hands-on experiences,
including those in the laboratory and/or field.
View Learning Objectives
Lang uag e Other Than Eng lis h (LOTE) (3 cred its )
As global citizens, Mills students need to develop the ability to
understand and to communicate with a diversity of individuals
and societies. Language study cultivates empathy and greater
respect for others and disrupts students’ established ways of
thinking and relating to the world. Once students have completed
one semester of language study, they will have the opportunity
to continue their studies during their time at Mills, developing
more advanced language skills for use in future scholarly work,
personal interactions, and careers.
View Learning Objectives
I nternatio nal P ers p ectives (3 cred its )
The international perspectives requirement enables students to
experience new modes of thinking about the world beyond
Europe and North America. To meet this requirement, students
complete at least one approved experience abroad or course
focused on a country, region, or culture beyond the United States
that includes cultural and historical perspectives from the place
or culture being studied.
View Learning Objectives
Co ntrib utio ns to Kno w led g e and Co m m unity
Co m m unity Eng ag em ent (2 cred its )
The community engagement requirement offers students the
opportunity to integrate “thinking” with “doing” by connecting
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/core-curriculum-review.php
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theoretical and critical analysis with practical applications in the
community. Through experiential learning within diverse Bay
Area communities, paired with critical reflection within the
classroom, students directly engage with the principles of social
justice and collaborative leadership. This empowers students to
help expose marginalized cultural perspectives and address
societal needs while ;enabling them to develop their own roles as
innovators and change agents.
This requirement can be fulfilled either through a course with
community engagement embedded in it (designated CEL), or
through an internship or other approved experience with a
community-based organization. Find information on registering
for a CEL internship on the Career Connections and Community
Engagement webpage.
View Learning Objectives
Learning Ob jectives
Students will apply concepts explored in the classroom in
a practical context.
Students will demonstrate the ability to apply leadership
competencies and skills through engagement with
community organizations on projects that are meaningful
to both the organizations and the students.
Students will develop the ability to engage in thoughtful,
self-reflective, and ethical collaboration in a community
setting.
Creativity, I nno vatio n, and Exp erim entatio n (3 cred its )
The creativity, innovation, and experimentation component of
Mills’ academic core curriculum encourages students to explore
skills and ways of thinking necessary to solve problems in
today’s rapidly changing world. Designing and implementing a
groundbreaking research project in the natural or the social
sciences, writing a business plan for some new enterprise or
advanced computer code for a robot, or arguing for a new model
or way of understanding human social networks are forms of
creativity that can lead to fundamental changes in our lives.
View Learning Objectives
back to top
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The Mills Co lleg e P hilo s o p hy o f General Ed ucatio n

About Mills

Done well, a liberal arts education is a gymnasium for the mind—
opposed to a narrowly focused training program for a single
sport. Fitness for citizenship, one might say, is the goal. It
produces … citizens who value knowledge beyond their
specialties, and who want to learn all the things there isn't
enough time to learn, rather than asking, Why do I need to know
that?

Academic Requirements

–Dan Ryan, Associate Professor of Sociology

Course Descriptions

GENER A L EDUCA TI ON A P P LI ES ONLY TO STUDENTS W HO
ENTER ED MI LLS BEFOR E 2016. STUDENTS W HO ENTER ED
A FTER 2016 SHOULD MEET THE GOA LS OF THE COR E
CUR R I CULUM.

Majors and Minors

General education is the hallmark of a true liberal arts education,
distinguishing it from an education focused solely on a
specialized field. At Mills, we understand the importance of a
student’s major for developing focused skills and knowledge in a
specific field; however, we also know that our students come to
us to gain a breadth of experiences, ideas, and skills. At the
foundation of this program is our belief that a liberal arts
education should offer the opportunity to explore and master a
varied set of skills, perspectives, and disciplinary experiences.
The General Education (GE) Program ensures that each
Mills student will graduate with confidence in their intellectual
abilities, a broad awareness of diverse ideas and perspectives,
and an appreciation of and capacity for lifelong learning.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration

Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Our GE Program is guided by a set of learning outcomes, rather
than a strict list of courses or a single generic curriculum.
Students design their general education plan in consultation
with their faculty advisor, ensuring that they achieve a specific
set of learning outcomes; and tailor a program suited to their
own unique needs and interests. To this end, some of the
courses students take to fulfill their GE requirements may be
in the major. The program also places the work students do
in the major in a larger context by permitting the opportunity to
explore realms of learning that fall outside a specific discipline.
Infused with the principles of the College’s mission, the GE
Program emphasizes that all Mills College graduates should be
able to write clearly, think across disciplines, work in productive
collaboration with others, and offer critical analysis and logical
reasoning in a variety of contexts; be technically competent in a
computerized world, artistically sensitive, and adept in scientific
and historical thinking; and be educated about the multicultural
dimensions of our world, the influence of social institutions, and
crucial issues facing women in contemporary society. The Mills
Electronic Collaborative Learning Center offers students and
faculty opportunities for innovative teaching that emphasizes
technology and computer literacy while the ENG 001 program
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/general_education.php
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has been developed as an intensive first-year writing course
introducing students to college-level writing.
Numerous other courses throughout the curriculum reflect our
general education outcomes; students can also gain GE credit
through AP credit or prior college-level course work.
back to top
General Ed ucatio n R eq uirem ents f o r the Bachelo r's Deg ree
See General Education Courses.
Each of the requirements listed below can be fulfilled in a
number of ways, including Mills courses, transfer credit, and/or
relevant AP courses. The advisor will help the student set up
a general education plan tailored to the student's specific
academic needs and interests.
The GE requirements fall into three outcome categories: skills,
perspectives, and disciplines. Each outcome is listed below with a
descriptive rationale and how it can be fulfilled. A list of courses
meeting these requirements is available online under General
Education Courses. A given course may meet no more than two
GE requirements.
1. Skills
W ritten Co m m unicatio n (2.25 cred its )
Graduates of a liberal arts institution should be able to
write papers in a variety of contexts, using generally
accepted grammar and forms to convey ideas, research
findings, and arguments.
All undergraduate students who have not completed an
acceptable college-level English composition course are
required to take Critical Reading and Expository Writing
(ENG 001 for 1.25 credits). ENG 001 must be completed
by the end of the first year at Mills. AP credit does not
fulfill ENG 001.
ENG 001 (or equivalent) and a second writing-intensive
course fulfill the Written Communication requirement.
Quantitative and Co m p utatio nal R eas o ning (1 cred it)
Facility with quantitative and computational methods of
reasoning and analysis is an important skill for all citizens
in our society. It also prepares students for a broader
spectrum of career options in a rapidly changing world. In
addition to understanding and developing cogent logical
arguments, students should be able to translate problems
into the language of mathematics and computer science,
and to use mathematical and computational tools to
organize and analyze information.
I nf o rm atio n Literacy/ I nf o rm atio n Techno lo g y Skills
(0 cred it)
In a society of rapid technological change and
proliferating information resources, individuals are
confronted with an abundance of information in a variety
of formats. Students should have the skills needed to
evaluate the authenticity, validity, and reliability of
information. Being information-literate is a critical
component in establishing a pattern of lifelong learning,
and the ability to effectively communicate information
using computers is an essential aspect of a well-rounded
liberal arts education. Information literacy requires basic
knowledge of the nature of computers and information
systems; ability to apply information technology in written
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/general_education.php
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communication and in conducting research; understanding
the capabilities and limitations of technology; and
understanding strategies and standards in the evaluation
of information sources.
COLL 005 Information Literacy/Information Technology
Skills fulfills this requirement. This course is taken online
through Blackboard. This course is graded "P/NP" only.
Please see the self-enrollment instructions to begin your
course work for COLL 005.
2. P ers p ectives
W o m en and Gend er (1 cred it)
Students graduating from a women’s college should
demonstrate the ability to think clearly and constructively
about the most crucial issues that relate to women in
contemporary society. They should also have an
understanding of current and past ideas about women and
gender.
Multicultural P ers p ectives (1 cred it)
Globalization, migration patterns, and changing
demographics in the United States and around the world
have highlighted the political, social, and cultural
contributions of people of color. At the same time, social
movements based on racial, ethnic, and national identities
have made a significant impact at both the national and
international levels. An understanding of multiculturalism,
racial formation and stratification, and exposure to
challenges to dominant discourses will enable students to
comprehend and analyze these processes.
3. Dis cip linary Exp eriences
Creatio n and Criticis m in the A rts (1 cred it)
Creation in the arts is an intuitive process that combines
personal vision with specific knowledge of different media
and genres, specific skills in construction and
presentation, and an awareness of the history of the
medium. Criticism in the arts attributes meaning to
creative works through interpretation, which combines an
understanding of the creative act with analyses of its
historical, political, and cultural contexts. Because the
creation and critique of art are central to a liberal arts
education, students should have a critical or creative
relationship to art in at least one medium (including
painting, photography, sculpture, and literature).
His to rical P ers p ectives (1 cred it)
The past matters. It informs the present and shapes
current affairs in complex and often obscure ways.
Memories of the past are continually contested both in
public discourse and within the academy. Learning to
analyze critically and participate in these conversations is
a core element of a liberal arts education.
Natural Sciences (1 cred it)
Study of the natural sciences and their methods is critical
for many reasons; among them are: gaining knowledge
about how the natural world is structured and how it
behaves; evaluating the role knowledge of the natural
world plays in the development of technologies;
understanding the role scientific knowledge plays in
setting many governmental policies and in dealing with
health and environmental issues; and appreciating the
design and value of scientific methods.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/general_education.php
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Hum an I ns titutio ns and Behavio r (1 cred it)
The realm of human behavior manifests patterns that can
be studied, understood, and predicted, similar to those
found in nature as a whole. Both responsible citizenship
and wise leadership depend on an understanding of how
individuals behave and interact within social institutions.
The findings, logical paradigms, and techniques of the
social sciences provide essential insights into
understanding these interactions.
back to top
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Major Field of Study
Mills believes that studying one field in depth gives shape and
purpose to a student's educational program. As soon as a major is
chosen, the student is encouraged to plan a course of study for the
full program to graduation. A few disciplines require a sequence of
courses that begins in the first year. Many majors also require that
the student select a particular emphasis within the major which
will determine the exact course requirements for that major.
Courses in the major must be completed with letter grades.
A major field of study most often lies within a single department,
but divisional and interdivisional majors bring together related
materials from several disciplines. A single-discipline major will
typically require 31 to 57 semester course credits within the
discipline. In some cases, related courses in other disciplines will
be required and elective courses outside the major field may be
suggested. A divisional or interdivisional major requires A
minimum of 30 semester course credits within the combined fields
of concentration. In addition, most departments plan for their
seniors a capstone experience that provides a synthesis of the
material in the major field. This experience might be a
comprehensive examination, a senior seminar, a thesis, a
performance, a project, or a combination of exercises. (See
Declaring a Major.)
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Students may also create their own individualized major. (See
Individualized Major section below.)
Minor Field of Study
Minor programs, consisting of 15 to 20 semester course credits,
are authorized in certain fields or disciplines. Courses in the minor
sequence may not be duplicated in the student's major sequence.
A student may not major and minor in the same discipline.
Courses in the minor must be completed with letter grades. (See
Declaring a Minor.)
back to top
Departments and Programs
Majors and Minors
Art and Technology major, minor
Art History major, minor
Art (Studio) major, minor
Asian Studies minor
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/majors_and_minors.php
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Biochemistry and Molecular Biology major (BA and BS)
Biology major (BA and BS), minor
Biopsychology major (BA and BS)
Book Art minor
Business Administration major, minor
Business Economics major
Chemistry major (BA and BS), minor
Child Development major, minor
Computer Science major, minor
Dance major, minor
Data Science major
Economics major, minor
English with Emphasis in Creative Writing major, minor
English with Emphasis in Literature major, minor
Environmental Science major (BA and BS)
Environmental Studies major, minor
Ethnic Studies major, minor
French and Francophone Studies minor
Global Humanities and Critical Thought major
History major, minor
Individualized Major major
International Relations major
Journalism minor
Mathematics major (BA and BS), minor
Music major, minor
Philosophy major, minor
Politics, Economics, Policy and Law major
Psychology major, minor
Public Health and Health Equity major (BA and BS), minor
Public Policy minor
Queer Studies minor
Religious Studies minor
Sociology major, minor
Spanish and Spanish American Studies minor
Theater Studies major, minor
Women, Leadership and Social Change minor
Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies major
Women's Studies minor

https://inside.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/majors_and_minors.php
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Bachelor's to Master's
Accelerated Degree Programs
Mills offers eight unique programs that enable students to earn a
bachelor's and a master's degree in just five years:
BA/MA Applied Economics
BA/MBA Business Administration
BA/MA Early Childhood Education
BA/MA Early Childhood Special Education/Teaching
Credential
BA/MA Infant Mental Health
BA/MA Interdisciplinary Computer Science
BA/Joint MPP/MBA
BA/MPP Public Policy
BA/MA/Credential Teacher Education
Preprofessional Programs
Mills offers students in any major additional guidance in shaping
their curriculum to conform to entrance requirements for
professional graduate schools in:
Medicine/Health Sciences
Pre-Nursing Certificate
Individualized Major
Students who wish to design and follow a personalized program of
study may create an individualized major. Individualized majors
offer an alternative to traditional majors, and allow students to
pursue educational goals that fall outside of existing departmental
curriculum. In addition, individualized majors provide students
with the opportunity to work across disciplines and to apply
multiple disciplinary perspectives to an area of inquiry.
Individualized majors emphasize innovation, creativity and
originality and enable students to address new and evolving social,
cultural, political, and scientific concerns. Students pursuing an
individualized major are encouraged to include opportunities to
gain real-world experience and professional development as a part
of their major, including an internship or community-engaged
learning activity. Individualized majors are appropriate for highly
motivated students who are able to operate outside of existing
structures.
All students pursuing an individualized major complete a senior
project. This capstone project is the culmination of the
individualized course of study and is an opportunity to
demonstrate knowledge, skills, and competencies gained in the
prior course sequence. Students may participate in a senior
seminar class in a related discipline with consent of the instructor,
or pursue an independent study to complete this requirement.
They should present a final project, presentation, or exhibition in
consultation with their advisors. Senior project presentations and
exhibits must be viewed and approved by individualized major
advisors prior to graduation.
Some recent college majors include creative storytelling and
cultural perspectives, deaf culture and child development, and
critical public health studies. See examples of individualized
majors.
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COLL 005 Information Literacy-Information Technology Skills
This non-credit course is required of all entering undergraduate
students and must be taken at Mills. Students must self-enroll
and complete the online course during their first semester.
Passing the course fulfills the General Education Program
requirement for Information Literacy and Technology Skills.

Transfer Credit

The course explores aspects of information technology as they
relate to liberal arts education. Students develop an
understanding of the basic operations of computers and
computer networks; an ability to search databases and the
Internet as sources for reliable information; skill in evaluating
resources; and an appreciation of ethical and legal issues related
to the use of these technologies. Skills for incorporating
information into documents (facility with word processing,
spreadsheet, and presentation software) will be assessed. The
course is also open to graduate students, and is offered fall and
spring each year.
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I nd ep end ent Stud y
Students with proven ability and sufficient background in a given
subject may apply for an independent study course in that
subject. Independent study courses are offered for a maximum
of 3 credits and are officially numbered 095 for sophomores and
195 for juniors and seniors. First-year students are not eligible to
enroll in an independent study. An independent study may be
undertaken only upon the recommendation of the head of the
department after departmental discussion, and may not be used
to fulfill Core Curriculum requirements. Independent study forms
can be obtained online. These courses can be taken for a letter
grade or as "P/NP."
Directed R es earch
Advanced students of proven ability and sufficient background in
a given subject may apply to assist a faculty member to do
advanced research. Directed research is offered to students in
the major for a maximum of 3 credits which may not count
toward the major. Directed research may be undertaken only
upon the recommendation of the faculty research supervisor and
the head of the department after departmental discussion.
Directed research courses are numbered 179 in the department
concerned. No more than six credits of directed research will
count toward graduation credits for the Mills degree. Directed
Research forms are available online. These courses are "P/NP"
only.
I nterns hip s
Continuing juniors and seniors who have been at Mills for at least
one semester and who have a semester and cumulative grade
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/special_courses.php
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point average of 2.0 or higher are eligible for internships for
academic credit. Internships are offered for 3 credits and may
not count in the major, unless required. No more than two
internships will count toward graduation credits for the Mills
degree, and all internships require an active academic encounter
that includes some aspect of research, learning, and intellectual
growth. Clerical duties may never comprise the majority of the
experience. All credit internships may be completed on or off
campus; on campus internships must be unpaid; off-campus
internships may be paid or unpaid. Internships must be
approved in advance by a faculty supervisor, the faculty advisor,
and the Academic Standing Committee; therefore, retroactive
approval is not permitted.
Students enrolled in internships are not permitted course
overload. Internships are numbered 197 in the department
concerned. All required forms and guidelines are available from
Career Services. These courses are "P/NP" only.
back to top
Teaching P ractica
These courses cover a variety of directed and supervised
experiences in classroom teaching. They are restricted to
students who have appropriate background and proven ability,
as determined by the faculty supervisor, and require approval of
the head of the department in which they are undertaken.
Students enrolled in teaching practica are not permitted course
overloads. No more than six credits of teaching practica will
count toward graduation credits for the Mills degree. Students
may not enroll in the same course for which they are doing a
teaching practicum. Teaching practica are numbered 177 in the
department concerned. Students must submit a Teaching
Practicum Registration form, available online. These courses are
"P/NP" only.
I nd ivid ual Mus ic I ns tructio n
These courses, open to all undergraduate students, are available
for individual instruction in voice and in a number of instruments.
Students who wish to enroll in individual instrument or voice
instruction should register for the course as listed in the course
schedule at the appropriate level, determined in consultation with
their advisor. Students must contact the Music Department to be
placed with an instructor. Placement in these courses requires an
audition with the Music Department. If placed with an instructor,
charges for the individual instruction will appear on the student's
account. Individual instruction courses are numbered MUS 007,
009, 057, 059, 107, and 109. These courses can be taken for a
letter grade or as "P/NP."
Service Learning
Mills offers some courses with an optional 1 credit for service
learning. This 1 credit is earned for volunteer work related to the
subject matter of the course and may require additional
assignments or meetings at the discretion of the instructor.
Service learning credit must be associated with an academic
course. Students may take one service learning course per
semester.
back to top
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A cad em ic Op p o rtunities Of f Cam p us

Transfer Credit

Cro s s -R eg is tratio n
Mills sophomores, juniors, and seniors in satisfactory academic
standing are eligible to enroll in courses at the following
institutions through cross-registration:

Graduation

American Conservatory Theater
Berkeley City College
California College of the Arts
California State University, East Bay
Chabot College
City College of San Francisco
College of Alameda
Contra Costa College
Graduate Theological Union
Holy Names University
Laney College
Merritt College
Napa Valley College
Saint Mary's College
Sonoma State University
University of California, Berkeley (excluding UC
Extension)

Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
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Admission
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The following limitations apply to cross-registration:
1. The course must not be offered at Mills during the
semester the student intends to cross-register.
2. Only one course may be taken per semester.
3. No more than 4 cross-registered courses may be applied
toward the degree; however, exceptions to this policy
may be granted by the Academic Standing Committee in
cases where it is beneficial to the student’s program.
4. Cross-registered courses may be taken for a grade or for
pass/no pass credit only. Auditing a cross-registered
course is not allowed.
5. Students may not enroll in independent study, tutorial, or
individual instruction courses.
6. Acceptance in any course depends upon space
availability, the instructor's approval, and compliance with
the deadlines of both schools.
7. A cross-registration course does not count toward the
residency requirement of 36 credits at Mills; however,
students who have reached the transfer credit limit will
still receive credit for the course.
8. Cross-registration is not available during the summer or
January term.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_opportunities.php
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9. While students may cross-register during their final
semester at Mills, it is not recommended because the time
required to receive and review the student's transcript will
delay the posting of the student's degree and release of
the diploma.
Cross-Registration Permits are available online. Students are
required to obtain the signature of their advisor, the Mills
registrar or assistant registrar, the course instructor, and the
registrar of the host institution, in that order.
back to top
Co ncurrent Enro llm ent
Sophomores, juniors, and first-semester seniors may, under
exceptional circumstances, enroll at Mills and another institution
not under a cross-registration agreement. A maximum of 3
semester course credits equivalent may be taken per semester.
Concurrent enrollment must be approved by the Academic
Standing Committee before the student registers at the other
institution if the credit earned elsewhere is to be applied toward
the Mills degree. Concurrent enrollment will not be approved for
a student’s final semester at Mills, nor will approval be granted
retroactively. Concurrent enrollment is not included in the
student's enrollment status at Mills for the purposes of financial
aid.
Do m es tic Exchang e/ Vis it
Continuing undergraduate students seeking a Mills degree who
have a GPA of 3.0 or higher and who have no "Incomplete"
grades on their record may participate in a Mills domestic
exchange or domestic visit program during their junior year. In
some cases, sophomores and seniors may receive permission to
participate in a domestic exchange or domestic visit program,
with the approval of the International Study Abroad Committee.
These programs provide an opportunity for students to study at
participating institutions within the United States (see the list
below). Students participating in the domestic exchange program
pay the Mills full-time tuition, and incidental fees to Mills while
attending the exchange institution. For some programs, room
and board are paid directly to the host institution. Students
participating in the domestic visit program pay the host
institution's tuition, room and board, and incidental fees through
Mills. Students must be enrolled in classes at Mills the semester
prior to participation in domestic study.
Exchange programs are available with:
Agnes Scott College
Howard University
Manhattanville College
Mount Holyoke College
Simmons College
Spelman College
Swarthmore College
Wheaton College
Visiting programs are available with:
Barnard College
American University, Washington DC
Wellesley College
For further information, visit Domestic Exchange Opportunities
online or contact the M Center at 510.430.2000 or
records@mills.edu.
back to top
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I nternatio nal Stud y
Degree-seeking, continuing undergraduate students who have a
minimum GPA of 3.0, and who have no "Incomplete" grades on
their record, may arrange to spend part or all of their junior year
in a study abroad or international exchange program. In some
cases, students may receive permission to study abroad as a
second-semester sophomore or a first-semester senior, with the
approval of the International Study Abroad Committee. Students
must be enrolled in classes at Mills the semester prior to
participation in international study.
All deposits required by the study abroad program are the
responsibility of the student and should be paid directly to the
program.
Students who wish to participate in an international study
program not approved by Mills may request program review by
the Study Abroad Committee prior to participating in the
program.
For further information, contact the M Center at 510.430.2000 or
records@mills.edu.
Stud y A b ro ad
Worldwide opportunities currently exist for students to study
abroad through one of many programs approved by Mills.
Programs currently approved by Mills are:
Academic Programs Abroad: Paris
American University Center of Provence
Arcadia University
The Beijing Institute of Asian Studies
Boston University International Programs, except
International Honors Program
Butler University Institute for Study Abroad
Center for Cross-Cultural Study
Central College–Mérida, Mexico only
Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE)
Denmark's International Study Program, Denmark
Foundation for International Education (FIE)
Institute for American Universities
Konstanz University Program in Germany through Rutgers
University
Lewis and Clark College (Munich program only)
Marymount College, London (Drama only)
Middlebury College Language Program
New York University
Sarah Lawrence College
School for Field Studies
School for International Training
St. Olaf's College: Budapest Semester in Mathematics
Siena Art Institute
University of Minnesota International Development
Programs in Ecuador, India, Kenya, and Senegal;
Montpellier
Students do not need to major in a language to qualify for study
abroad. However, those intending to study in either French or
Spanish speaking countries must have at least two years of
college-level study in that language or its equivalent.
Students should plan to start the application process at least one
full semester prior to the desired term of participation. Because
the application process requires detailed information regarding
the student’s chosen program and courses, students are advised
to obtain information about courses and course descriptions, as
well as associated costs, before completing the application.
Applications can be found online.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_opportunities.php
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The Mills study abroad application procedure is as follows:
1. Research the programs to decide on the program
provider and location for the study.
2. Complete the Mills College International Study
Application; fill out the first part; and drop the form off
with the Statement of Purpose at the M Center for
Academic Records to review and sign.
3. Contact the appropriate study abroad advisor to review
the Statement of Purpose and discuss the selected
program.
4. Meet with the academic advisor to finalize course
selection.
5. Obtain the appropriate signatures in the order they
appear on the application.
6. Submit the completed Mills application to the M Center.
7. Receive the Mills College notification of approval via
email.
Once the Mills College International Study Application is
submitted to the M Center and the student receives an official
approval email for international study, the student may begin the
application process for the particular program in which they hope
to participate. Students may obtain the program application from
the program itself. Program applications often include forms that
need to be completed by Mills College faculty or administrators.
Students are advised to start the application process early and to
allow ample time for the faculty or administrator to complete and
return the forms to the student. Students are responsible for
submitting their program applications by the deadline published
by the program.
back to top
I nternatio nal Exchang e
Additional opportunities for international study exist through Mills
international exchange programs. These programs allow
students to study at participating institutions in Hong Kong and
Korea without satisfying a college-level language requirement,
as intensive language instruction is available at each institution.
Academic year and semester exchange programs are available
at:
Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea
Lingnan University, Hong Kong, China
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong
Kong, China
Kobe College, Japan
To apply to participate in the international exchange program,
students complete the International Study Application, and
approved students receive the supplemental exchange
application via email.
Mills has agreements with these schools and is guaranteed a set
number of spaces for those students selected and recommended
by Mills. Students are selected for participation in the program
by the International Study Committee in November for the spring
semester and in February for the following fall semester or
academic year.
Students participating in academic year or semester exchange
pay regular Mills tuition and incidental fees to Mills while
attending the exchange institution. For some programs room
and board are paid to Mills; please contact records@mills.edu for
questions.
back to top
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Advanced Academic Standing on Entrance
Placement Exams

About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations

A cad em ic Cred it
Def initio n o f Mills Sem es ter Co urs e Cred it
A typical academic course at Mills is offered for 3 or 4 semester
course credits. These courses usually meet for 150 minutes per
week for 14 weeks, and require a minimum of nine hours of
outside work per week.

Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions

A d vanced A cad em ic Stand ing o n Entrance

Majors and Minors

A d vanced P lacem ent (A P )
The College participates in the Advanced Placement Program of
the College Entrance Examination Board. Any student who has
taken college-level work at an official secondary school may
take AP examinations and submit the test results for
consideration to the dean of undergraduate admission. A
maximum of 24 semester credits of combined AP, international
baccalaureate, and high school-credited college course credits
will be accepted toward the Mills bachelor’s degree. Advanced
Placement courses may replace introductory major course
requirements at the discretion of the major advisor.

Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Students who need to request AP scores should contact the
College Board or visit www.collegeboard.com.
Advanced Placement credit is awarded as follows:
Sub ject

A P Sco re Cred it

A rt His to ry

4, 5

3

A rt (Stud io )

4, 5

3

Bio lo g y

5
4

4

5
4

4

Co m p uter Science
A
AB

4, 5
4, 5

3

Eco no m ics
Macro/Micro

4, 5

3

Chem is try

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_credit.php
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Eng lis h*
Language
(does not
OR
Literature
(does not

& Composition
satisfy English 001)

4, 5

3

& Composition
satisfy English 001)

4, 5

3

4, 5

3

5
4

6
3

4, 5

3

5
4
5
4

6
3
6
3

Mathem atics
Calculus AB or AB sub-score of BC
Calculus BC
Statistics

4, 5
4, 5
4, 5

3
6
3

Mus ic
Listening & Literature
Theory

4, 5
4, 5

3
3

4
3

C

5
4
4, 5

P s ycho lo g y

4, 5

3

Enviro nm ental Science
Fo reig n Lang uag es
French, Spanish

Go vernm ent & P o litics
American, Comparative
His to ry
American, European
World History

P hys ics
B

3

*Advanced Placement credit is not awarded for both English
courses. Credit is awarded for either Language & Composition or
Literature & Composition.
I nternatio nal Baccalaureate (I B)
Mills College awards credit for the higher level (HL) of the IB. Up
to 3 course credits are granted for a score of 5 and 6 course
credits for scores of 6 and 7. The student must have taken the
examination and must submit official documentation to qualify
for credit.
Co lleg e-Level Exam inatio n P ro g ram (CLEP )
The College-Level Examination Program is administered by the
College Board. It was designed to test the knowledge of
resuming or reentry students to award credit for “life learning.”
Thus, Mills accepts CLEP credit only for resuming students.
Mills does not award credit for the general examinations, but
only for the subject examinations with departmental approval,
and uses the American Council on Education (ACE) guidelines for
awarding credit. A maximum of 12 credits through CLEP
examinations will be applied toward the Mills bachelor’s degree.

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_credit.php
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CLEP examinations taken while a student is at Mills will not be
accepted for college credit.
back to top
Cred it b y Exam inatio n
A regularly enrolled Mills student who is prepared, subsequent to
graduation from high school, in the subject matter of a course
listed in this catalog may petition the Academic Standing
Committee (ASC) to take a special examination covering that
material without having attended the Mills course. Certain
restrictions apply to courses for which students can attain credit
by examination.
Courses for which credit by examination is NOT permitted
include:
any course that the student has previously audited;
courses for which AP credit has been granted;
courses from which the student is exempted on the basis
of a placement examination;
courses that can be repeated for credit; and
laboratory, fieldwork, or skills courses (e.g., workshops,
foreign language, and creative writing) in which
participation and skill improvement are primary
objectives, as opposed to the acquisition of a specified
and measurable body of knowledge.
In addition, petitions for credit by examination must have the
approval of the academic advisor, the instructor who regularly
teaches the course and who will administer the examination, the
department concerned, and the ASC. The examination fee is
$300 for each semester course credit for all students. The total
number of semester course credits earned in any semester,
either in class or by examination, may not exceed 15 credits
without the approval of the ASC. A maximum of 9 credits earned
by examination may be included among the courses required for
the degree.
back to top
P lacem ent Exam s
Go to the Office of the Provost’s information page on placement
exams.
back to top
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Residency Requirement | Student Status
R es id ency R eq uirem ents
Bachelo r o f A rts (BA ) and Bachelo r o f Science (BS)
To satisfy the residency requirement at Mills, degree-seeking
students must:
be in attendance at Mills for a minimum of three
semesters;
be in attendance at Mills during the last two semesters
before they graduate; and
complete at least 40 semester course credits in
attendance at Mills, not including cross-registration
courses.
Courses taken through cross-registration, concurrent enrollment
(with the exception of the San Francisco Semester theater
program), domestic exchange/visit, or international study do not
count toward the residency requirement.

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents
About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

With the approval of the Academic Standing Committee (ASC),
students may be allowed to spend the second semester of their
sophomore year or their first semester of their senior year on
exchange or study abroad when their academic program justifies
an absence. In these cases, the requirement of a minimum of 40
semester course credits in attendance at Mills still applies.
In exceptional circumstances, a student may petition the ASC to
complete up to 6 final semester course credits of work outside
the major at another institution, provided the student has
completed a total of at least 114 credits before leaving Mills, has
no more than 6 credits remaining to fulfill the degree, and has
met the residency requirement of 40 semester course credits in
attendance at Mills (see Graduation In Absentia).
Nurs ing Certif icate
To satisfy the residency requirement at Mills, students enrolled in
the Nursing Certificate Program must:
be in attendance at Mills for a minimum of two semesters;
be in attendance at Mills during the last two semesters
before they graduate; and
complete at least 30 semester course credits of required
course work for the certificate in attendance at Mills, not
including cross-registration courses, at least two of which
are core science courses, or more if needed to complete
the requirements for the certificate.
Courses taken through cross-registration or concurrent
enrollment do not count toward the residency requirement.
back to top
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Stud ent Status
Co urs e Lo ad
A regular full-time course load consists of 15 semester course
credits per semester or a total of 30 semester course credits
each year. Students receiving financial assistance must be
enrolled in a minimum of 12 semester course credits, and are
typically expected to earn a minimum of 30 semester course
credits per year. The maximum course load 18 semester course
credits. 120 semester course credits are required for the BA and
BS degrees and 60 semester course credits are required for the
Nursing Certificate.
Overlo ad
Any semester course schedule with more than 18 semester
course credits constitutes an overload. In addition, six threecredit courses will constitute an overload.
Overloads are general granted only to students with a Mills
College cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher. First-year students in
their first semester at Mills are not eligible to take an overload.
Students enrolled in teaching practica or academic internships
are not permitted course overloads. The maximum overload
credit allowed in any semester is 21 semester course credits.
There are no exceptions.
Students wishing to enroll in a course overload for a semester
should submit a petition electronically via the Portal for review
by the Academic Standing Committee. There are no exceptions.
(See Tuition and Fees for information on overload fees.)
Course
Load

Credits

ASC Petition
Required

Fee Incurred

Full time

12-18

No

No

Part time

Fewer than 6 No

No

Overload

19-21

Yes

Yes

Clas s Stand ing
Students who are candidates for the bachelor’s degree are
classified as first years, sophomores, juniors, or seniors. The
following chart indicates the credit range for each classification:
Class Standing Completed Credits
First year

Fewer than 30 credits

Sophomore

30-59.5 credits

Junior

60-89.5 credits

Senior

90 credits or more

Leave o f A b s ence
Students may take a leave of absence from the College for a
period not exceeding two consecutive semesters or a total
of four semesters. A student wishing to take a leave of absence
should contact the Division of Student Life by emailing:
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/attendance_req.php
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leaves@mills.edu. The leave of absence date is the date
the student provides notification to the Division of Student Life of
their intent to take a leave of absence from the College. An
enrolled student who wishes to apply for a leave of absence or a
withdrawal effective for the term in which the student is currently
enrolled must file paperwork by the last day of instruction.
Students should contact the M Center to learn the financial
ramifications of taking a leave of absence. (See Tuition and Fees
Adjustment Policy and Return of Federal, State, and Institutional
Financial Aid Policy.)
Students who wish to enroll in classes elsewhere while on leave
from Mills are advised to submit a Transfer Credit Verification
form to the M Center to confirm that the course(s) will transfer to
Mills. Upon completion of the courses, the student should request
official transcripts to be mailed to the M Center. These transcripts
must be received by the end of the student’s first semester of
return to Mills.
International students are not permitted to take a leave of
absence and should consult with the international student advisor
in the Division of Student Life regarding any breaks in
attendance.
back to top
W ithd raw al
A student wishing to withdraw from the College should contact
the Division of Student Life by emailing: withdraw@mills.edu. The
withdrawal date is the date the student provides notification to
the Division of Student Life of their intent to withdraw from the
College. Students should contact the M Center to learn the
financial ramifications of withdrawing from the College. (See
Tuition and Fees Adjustment Policy and Return of Federal, State,
and Institutional Financial Aid Policy.)
A d m inis trative W ithd raw al
Students not registered for courses by the Add Deadline, and
who have not initiated a leave of absence or withdrawal with the
Division of Student Life will be administratively withdrawn from
the College. Those that have been administratively withdrawn
are no longer considered students of the College. For two weeks
after being administratively withdrawn, they will be allowed
access to the Mills Portal (including myMills Resources), G Suite
(including Mills email and drive), the Mills wireless network, and
will be able to use Mills computers in the library. Access to Mills G
Suite will continue for 45 days beyond that. Those that have
been administratively withdrawn should contact Housing
Management and Dining Services to learn how access to oncampus housing and meals are impacted.
They may petition the Academic Standing Committee to be
reinstated as a student of the College. A $150.00 processing fee
will be charged to all students who are reinstated.
R ead m is s io n
Withdrawn and disqualified students who wish to return to Mills
must submit an Undergraduate Application for Readmission to
the M Center.
Completed applications submitted by the last day of
the semester (see Academic Calendar for dates) will be reviewed
in early June. Applications submitted after the last day of the
term will be reviewed within four weeks. Applicants will be
notified of the readmission decision in writing.
A student who wishes to be readmitted following academic
disqualification must submit the readmission application and fee
with an official transcript of at least one full-time semester of
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/attendance_req.php
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transferable course work from a regionally accredited college or
university.
A student who has been away from Mills for more than five years
must reapply for admission through the Office of Undergraduate
Admission.
Readmission applications for students who have been away from
Mills for five or fewer years are reviewed by the Academic
Standing Committee (ASC). The student's prior Mills record and,
in the case of disqualified students, subsequent course work will
be considered by the ASC in making its decision regarding
readmission.
Transcripts for any course work completed while away from Mills
must be submitted with the application.

back to top
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Pass/No Pass (P/NP) Limit | Class Attendance
Instructor Drops | Early Academic Warnings
Final Examinations | Incomplete Work
Grade Reports | Grade Appeal Procedure
Repeating a Course
Letter grades are recorded by the registrar as A, A-, B+, B, B-,
C+, C, C-, D+, D, D-, or F. Students must complete all of the
requirements in their major sequence with letter grades, with the
exception of internships or fieldwork required within the major,
which are graded "Pass/No Pass," to be eligible to graduate.
Equivalents of letter grades are as follows:
Grade

Description

Points

A

Excellent

4.0

A-

3.67

B+

3.33

B

Good

2.67

C+

2.33
Satisfactory

1.67

D+

1.33
Passing, but
unsatisfactory

DF

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

2.0

C-

D

Academic Requirements

3.0

B-

C

About Mills

1.0

.67
Failure
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The grade point average (GPA) of each student is obtained by
dividing the number of grade points earned by the number of
semester course credits carried. To qualify for the bachelor's
degree or nursing certificate, the student must have obtained a
minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0. Grades for transferred courses
are not calculated into the GPA, with the exception of grades for
courses taken through cross-registration.
Other grades used to report student progress are:

P

Pass (minimum of C- work required)

NP No Pass

0 (Not computed
into GPA)
0 (Not computed
into GPA)

W

Official Withdrawal (after eighth week
of term)

0 (Not computed
into GPA)

I

Incomplete

0 (Not computed
into GPA)

IE

Incomplete Extended

0 (Not computed
into GPA)

AU Audit

0 (Not computed
into GPA)

NC No Credit

0 (Not computed
into GPA)

AW

Audit Withdrawal (registered as auditor, 0 (Not computed
but failed to attend)
into GPA)

UW

Unofficial Withdrawal (registered, but
failed to attend)

PR In Progress
RD Report Delayed (grade not reported)

0 (Not computed
into GPA)
0 (Not computed
into GPA)
0 (Not computed
into GPA)

Final grades are not subject to change by reason of a revision of
judgment on the instructor's part or on the basis of a second
attempt, e.g., a new examination or additional work undertaken
or completed after grades have been submitted.
P as s / No P as s (P / NP ) Lim it
Students pursuing their bachelor's degree may elect to take 7
semester course credits outside their major or minor using
the "P/NP" option in courses that are normally graded. Nursing
certificate students may elect to take one general education (GE)
course outside the major as a "P/NP." Grades are then reported
in terms of a "P" ("Pass") or "NP" ("No Pass"); a standard of "C-"
work is required for a passing grade. Course credit earned is
included in the total required for the degree, but a "P/NP" grade
is not included in the calculation of the grade point average.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/grading.php
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Courses normally offered for "P/NP" are not counted in these
limits.
Students select the "P/NP" option when registering. See
Changing Grade Options for procedures on changing the grading
option from a letter grade to "P/NP" and vice versa.
Note: Because all courses in the major and minor sequence are
to be taken for a letter grade, any student who has not yet
declared a major or minor should avoid electing the "P/NP"
option for any course in a major or minor field that the student
may likely choose. Students are reminded that a grade of "P" is
considered to be "C-" level, at best, by most graduate schools. If
a student is seriously considering graduate work, it would be
better to enroll in a course for a letter grade rather than a
"P/NP."
back to top
Clas s A ttend ance
Students are expected to attend all classes for which they are
registered. Academic work proceeds up to the date and hour of
the beginning of holidays and semester breaks and resumes
promptly at the end of such breaks at the time specified in the
Academic Calendar. Students are accountable for any work
missed by absence from classes.
I ns tructo r Dro p s and W ithd raw als
Instructors may, at their discretion, drop a student from a class
for non-attendance at the first class meeting. In this instance,
the student will no longer be registered in the course, and the
course will not appear on the student's schedule.
Instructors may, at their discretion, issue a "UW" (Unofficial
Withdrawal) grade to a student whose attendance does not meet
the stated class requirements. This grade appears on the
student's transcript, and is not computed in the g.p.a.
Early A cad em ic W arning
If a student's work and/or attendance is unsatisfactory, an Early
Academic Warning is filed by the instructor with the M Center and
sent to the student via email. Early warning of academic concern
is designed to allow the student to work closely with both the
instructor and the faculty advisor so that academic success can
be achieved by the student. A copy of this Early Academic
Warning is sent to the student, the dean of students, and the
student's faculty advisor, who confer with the student regarding
academic improvement.
Final Exam inatio ns
An examination period occurs at the end of each semester. The
faculty member concerned decides whether an examination is to
be given in a particular course. The final examination, if given,
may be one of two types:
A take-home examination with time and regulations
determined by the faculty member
A scheduled examination—the class meeting time
determines the time at which the examination is
scheduled (see Final Examination Schedule)
Final examinations must be completed during the days
designated as the final examination period on the Academic
Calendar.
No undergraduate student may be excused from final
examinations. Graduate students registered in undergraduate
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/grading.php

3/5

4/27/2017

Mills College - Undergraduate Catalog Grading

courses submit to the same examinations required of
undergraduates.
All assignments, projects, and term papers are due no later than
5:00 pm on the last day of instruction. No examinations may be
given by instructors during the last five teaching days of the
semester.
Failure to take the final examination, or submit a paper or report
that has been substituted for it, is counted as a failure in the
examination. Exceptions are made for reasons beyond the
student's control, at the discretion of the instructor. In such
cases, students may submit an Incomplete Grade
Request/Report form for the course, and with instructor
confirmation, the course will be graded "I" until the examination
has been taken, which must occur by the end of the following
semester (see Incomplete Work).
back to top
I nco m p lete W o rk
When, for exceptional reasons, a student is unable to
complete the final portion of coursework for a course, a request
to receive the temporary grade of "Incomplete" ("I") must be
submitted. Once the outstanding work is submitted, the instructor
will grade the work, and the final grade will be recorded by the
registrar with a notation of "Inc Grade Removed," which will
appear on the student's transcript.
To receive an "Incomplete," the student must obtain an
Incomplete Grade Request/Report form and submit it to the M
Center with the appropriate information and signatures. The form
documents the percentage of work completed as interpreted by
the instructor, the grade for this work, the work remaining to be
completed, and the date by which the remaining work is due.
This form must be filed by the last day of instruction, or, in the
case of a student's inability to take the final examination, by the
end of the final examination period (see Final Examinations).
Without this form filed in the M Center, the instructor is required
to assign a letter grade. A student applying for an "Incomplete"
should refer to the Academic Standing section of this catalog to
determine how the "Incomplete" will affect her academic
standing and to the Financial Aid section of this catalog to
determine how the "Incomplete" will affect financial aid eligibility.
Faculty members may not assign an "Incomplete" at will, nor
may students simply elect to take an "Incomplete" without
sufficient cause. An "Incomplete" is not intended to permit a
student more time for the work of a course than is normally
allowed, and will not be approved unless the student has already
completed a minimum of two-thirds of the course work. No
student may have more than 4 incompletes at any given time.
Students may petition
the ASC for an exception in unusual circumstances
The student must complete the remaining work no later than the
last day of instruction of the following semester, or the date
agreed upon with the instructor, whichever is earlier, whether or
not the student is enrolled at Mills. If the remaining course work
is not completed within the required time, the "Incomplete" will
become an "F."
In extraordinary circumstances, a student may petition
the Academic Standing Committee for an extension of the
"Incomplete" deadline. If approved, the existing "I" grade will be
replaced by an "IE" grade indicating that an extension was
granted.
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The same policy applies to graduate students enrolled in
undergraduate courses.
back to top
Grad e R ep o rts
Students may access their semester grades online in myMILLS
via the Mills Resource Portal. Students who have not fulfilled
their financial or other obligations to the College may not be able
to access their grades until the obligations are met.
Grad e A p p eal P ro ced ure
Any appeal of a grade must be undertaken before the end of the
following semester or, in the case of seniors, before graduation.
Reasons for appeal are to correct an actual error in computation
or an error in entering the grade, or to address cases where
some part of the student's work has been unintentionally
overlooked. The first step in the procedure is an informal
consultation between the instructor and student. If the matter
remains unresolved, the next steps involve an appeal to the
department head and to the academic dean of the division. If the
matter still remains unresolved, an appeal may be made to the
provost/dean of the faculty, who will make a final disposition of
the appeal.
R ep eating a Co urs e
Students who have received a passing grade in a course are not
allowed a reexamination therein, nor may they repeat the
course. (Certain courses may be repeated for credit. This will be
noted in the course description in the catalog.) Students may
repeat any course in which they receive an "F." Although the "F"
remains on the record, the second grade is also recorded and
calculated into the GPA.
back to top
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Academic Standing
Students' academic progress is reviewed by the Academic
Standing Committee (ASC) each semester to determine their
academic standing as defined below. The ASC will examine
students' records based on Mills academic work, including
courses completed through cross-registration. All other transfer
courses including domestic exchange/visit and international
study courses are not considered in determining academic
standing.
Satis f acto ry A cad em ic Stand ing
Satisfactory academic progress is defined as:
Minimum cumulative and term GPA of 2.0
Full-time students: completion of at least 12 semester
course credits attempted
Part-time students: completion of all credits attempted
W arning
Students whose term GPA is at least a 2.0 are issued a warning
letter if they fall into one of the following categories:
Full-time students with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher
and completion of fewer than 12 semester course credits
attempted
Part-time students with a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher
and not completing all courses attempted
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"Warning" is not a notation on the transcript.
P ro b atio n
Conditions under which a student may be placed on probation
include:
Cumulative or term GPA is lower than 2.0
Full-time students with a cumulative GPA of lower than 2.5
and completion of fewer than 12 semester course credits
attempted
Part-time students with a cumulative GPA of lower than
2.5 and not completing all courses attempted
Students who are placed on probation will have the permanent
notation of "Probation" placed on their transcript for the specific
semester in which their academic progress was not satisfactory.
R em o val f ro m P ro b atio n
Undergraduate students placed on probation are required to earn
a semester and cumulative GPA of 2.0 or higher and to complete
at least 3.5 credits if full time and all course work attempted if
part time to be considered in good academic standing the
following semester. Normally, the student has one semester in
which to bring the GPA to the required level to avoid
disqualification.
Dis q ualif icatio n
All students who were admitted on probation or placed on
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_standing.php
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probation after their first semester in attendance and whose
progress for the following term meets the definition of probation
(see above) are subject to disqualification (dismissal). Nursing
certificate students who do not have a minimum 2.85 cumulative
GPA at the end of their first year in the program will be
disqualified.
Any undergraduate student who fails to complete at least 3
semester course credits of work can be dismissed automatically
without first being placed on probation. Furthermore, students
whose GPA is so low that there is little or no prospect of meeting
the terms of satisfactory academic progress the next semester
may be dismissed by the ASC without first being placed on
probation.
Students who are disqualified will have the permanent
notation of "Disqualified" on their transcript.
A p p eal o f Dis q ualif icatio n
To appeal a disqualification (dismissal), students must write to
the Academic Standing Committee (ASC) with an explanation of
the circumstances that led to their academic performance.
Letters of support from two faculty members who have worked
with the student are also required. Appeals must be received no
later than the deadline for the first ASC meeting of the semester
immediately following the disqualification. Nursing students who
are disqualified from the Nursing Program must accompany their
appeal with a completed Declaration of Major form showing their
intent to enter either the BA or BS program.
Students who successfully appeal the disqualification
(dismissal) will have the notation of "Disqualified" replaced by
the notation of "Probation" on their transcript. This notation is
permanent, except in the case of nursing students who transfer
out of the Nursing Program into either the BA or BS program and
have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0.
back to top
A cad em ic Stand ing Co m m ittee (A SC)
Students who wish to request an exception to academic policy or
procedure must petition the ASC, which meets each week class
is in session. Completed petitions, supporting documentation,
etc., must be delivered to the M Center three business
days before the next scheduled meeting. Students should not
petition a member of the ASC directly. Students should not
assume that an exception will be approved and are advised to
continue with their current program in the meantime. Students
wishing to appeal a grade may not petition the ASC (see Grade
Appeal Procedure).
For more information, including the ASC meeting schedule,
contact the M Center. The petition to the ASC is available online.
Stud ent Mis co nd uct and Exp uls io n
The College may suspend or expel any student for any of the
following reasons:
lack of cooperation in maintaining the ideals and
standards of the College or failure to profit by its
purposes and policies;
conduct contrary to the standards, rules, and regulations
applicable to students which are established from time to
time by the College, student government, and faculty;
and
conduct of any nature that endangers the health or safety
of the student or any other person.
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Cases involving misconduct are customarily heard by the student
Judicial Board established by the Associated Students of Mills
College (ASMC) Constitution. Such cases are subject to the
specific procedures established from time to time by the ASMC
Constitution, unless the College exercises its right to decide the
case as described below.
The College reserves its right at all times to suspend or expel a
student, whether or not the Judicial Board has acted in the
matter, provided that the student be given:
written notice explaining the nature of the charge;
an opportunity to respond in person to the official or
committee making the recommendation to suspend or
expel; and
a written decision explaining the reasons for any action
taken.
In addition, the College may suspend any student on an interim
basis of no more than 10 class days without notice of any other
procedure in the event of conduct involving an imminent threat
to the health or safety of the student or any other person. The
president of the College may delegate the investigation or
hearing of any disciplinary case to a committee appointed by the
president to provide the procedural rights noted above.
The College is not obligated to afford any procedural rights or
remedies to students in cases involving misconduct that results
in a decision to suspend or expel, except the procedures outlined
above including the tuition adjustment schedule and the return of
Title IV aid.
back to top
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
Last Updated: 3/10/17

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/academic_standing.php

Connect

3/3

4/27/2017

Mills College - Undergraduate Catalog Academic Achievement
Home | Contact Us | Giving to Mills |

Undergraduate
Areas of Study
Academic Calendar
» Undergraduate Catalog
Catalog Archives

Home > Ac ademic s > Undergraduate >

Undergraduate Catalog
Recognition of Academic Achievement

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents

Mills College encourages students to work toward their full
intellectual potential in many ways including recognizing
students' outstanding achievements through honors, awards, and
nominations for national recognition. The following awards are
open to all students regardless of major. Awards are also given
at the departmental level. It is a Mills tradition that recognition of
academic achievement in the form of special awards is not
disclosed until the public announcement at Convocation or
Commencement. See Student Awards on the Mills website for a
complete listing.

About Mills

Ho no rs at Entrance
The award of Honors at Entrance is made to a small number of
entering first-year students each year to give recognition
to students of exceptional ability and promise. The award carries
no monetary grant, and no application is made for it; all
candidates for admission are considered.

Majors and Minors

A cad em ic Ho no rs
Full-time students completing all Mills work formally attempted
with at least 12 regularly graded semester course credits and a
semester GPA of 3.75 or above (3.55 or above for first-year
students) are awarded academic honors at the end of each
semester as a recognition of achievement.
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P hi Beta Kap p a So ciety
Seniors are elected as members of the Phi Beta Kappa Society in
acknowledgment of their high scholarly achievements, breadth of
liberal learning, and intellectual integrity and curiosity. Selection
for membership takes place each spring, and courses taken
during that spring semester are not taken into consideration. The
charter for the Mills College chapter was granted on September
12, 1928, and our chapter—the Zeta Chapter—was installed soon
after, on March 16, 1929.
Ho no rs in the Majo r
The degree of bachelor of arts or bachelor of science with honors
in the major field is awarded to students who demonstrate
unusual ability in the major sequence. Each spring
departments nominate outstanding students to the Academic
Standing Committee for consideration. The minimum criteria for
eligibility include a 3.7 GPA in the major courses, completion of
at least half the courses in the major at Mills, and formal
nomination by the major department. Departments may also
impose additional requirements. Students should contact their
major department to determine additional requirements.
A urelia Henry R einhard t Faculty P urs e
This award, established in 1949 and announced at
Commencement, provides a monetary award to an outstanding
graduate to support graduate study abroad or in the US. No
application is made; all members of the senior class are
considered for the award, decided by the faculty as a whole.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/acad_achievement.php
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Eliz ab eth Mud d Senio r P riz e
This monetary award was established in 1927 for excellence in
scholarship and is announced at Commencement. No application
is made; all members of the senior class are considered for the
award, decided by the faculty as a whole.
Staf f Scho lars hip P riz e f o r Firs t-Y ear A chievem ent
Announced at Convocation, this award recognizes the returning
sophomore who achieved the highest cumulative GPA during the
first year. No application is made; all returning sophomores are
considered for the award, decided by the faculty as a whole.
Mary W etm o re P riz e f o r So p ho m o re A chievem ent
Established in 1926 and announced at Convocation, this
monetary prize is awarded to the returning junior who achieved
the highest cumulative GPA during the sophomore year. No
application is made; all returning juniors are considered for the
award, decided by the faculty as a whole.
Faculty Scho lars hip P riz e f o r Junio r A chievem ent
Established in 2006 and announced at Convocation, this
monetary prize is awarded to the returning senior who achieved
the highest cumulative GPA during the junior year. No application
is made; all returning seniors are considered for the award,
decided by the faculty as a whole.
Mary A tkins Merit Scho lars hip
This scholarship, announced at Convocation, was established in
1987 to recognize the academic achievement of a continuing
resumer student. No application is made; all returning resumer
students are considered for the award, decided by the faculty as
a whole.
back to top
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Trans f er Cred it P o licy
Credit for work completed at accredited institutions before
enrollment at Mills College must be submitted during the
admission process and is subject to evaluations and approval by
the College. The criteria for credit to transfer include, but are not
limited to, the following:
1. A grade of “C-” or better is earned for the course.
2. The course is from an institution of higher education
accredited by the regional accrediting board for the area
(Western Association of Schools and Colleges, New
England Association of Schools and Colleges, Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges, etc.) or by the
Ministry of Education for a foreign university.
3. Online courses which are considered as regular courses in
a degree program at a regionally accredited institution
are acceptable at Mills College. Regular courses are those
which are numbered according to that institution’s official
numbering system for courses which satisfy degree
requirements.
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Grades associated with transfer credits are not calculated in the
student’s Mills grade point average (GPA). Specific limitations on
transfer credit are listed below.
Trans f er Cred it Lim itatio ns
The maximum transfer credit the College will accept for degreeseeking undergraduates is 80 semester course credits. Within
this maximum, no more than 66 semester course credits may be
from a community or junior college; and no more than 10
semester course credits of extension or correspondence work
will be accepted for transfer. Credits obtained through
international study or domestic exchange/visit are included in the
80-credit maximum. Credit for courses taken through crossregistration is not included in the 80-credit maximum. A
maximum of 24 course credits of combined AP, international
baccalaureate, and high school-credited college course credits
will be accepted toward the Mills bachelor's degree; this credit
will be included in the 66-credit limit.
The maximum transfer credit the College will accept for students
enrolling in the Nursing Certificate Program is 30. This limit also
applies to students who entered the Mills BA or BS programs as
transfer students and later enter the Nursing Program. Only 6
credits of the nursing science core courses may be accepted on
transfer.
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Students who are interested in transferring to Mills with a major
in science should refer to the Guidelines for Junior Transfer
Students Interested in Science Majors on the Mills website.
back to top
Trans f er Cred it f o r Current Stud ents
Credit for work completed elsewhere while a student is enrolled
at Mills is subject to approval by the College. Students are
encouraged to submit a Transfer Credit Verification form
(available online and in the M Center) to the M Center prior to
enrolling in the course. The verification includes whether or not
the course(s) will transfer and the equivalent amount of Mills
credit that will be earned. Students who plan to take courses
outside of Mills, not through cross-registration, during a regular
term of enrollment at Mills (referred to as concurrent enrollment)
must petition the Academic Standing Committee (ASC). (See
Transfer Credit for Concurrent Enrollment.) Students who plan to
take courses elsewhere during the summer need not petition the
ASC but are encouraged to submit a Transfer Credit Verification
form to the M Center prior to enrolling in the course.
The student must provide the M Center with an official transcript
from the outside institution immediately upon completing any
course to be evaluated for transfer credit. Transcripts will be
accepted only until the end of the term immediately following the
term in which the work was completed. The same transfer
equivalencies apply to these credits as to any transfer credit,
and these credits are included in the transfer limits stated above.
Trans f er Cred it f o r Co ncurrent Enro llm ent
Under exceptional circumstances and with the approval of the
Academic Standing Committee (ASC), sophomores, juniors, and
first-semester seniors may enroll concurrently at Mills and
another institution not under a cross-registration agreement. A
maximum of 3 semester course credits equivalent may be taken
per semester. Concurrent enrollment must be approved by the
ASC before the student registers at the other institution if the
credit earned elsewhere is to be applied toward the Mills degree.
Approval is not granted retroactively.
Students must promptly arrange to have an official transcript
sent from the other institution directly to the M Center.
Transcripts for concurrent enrollment will be accepted only until
the end of the semester following the term in which the course
was taken. The same transfer equivalencies apply to these
credits as to any transfer credit, and these credits are included in
the transfer limits stated above. Concurrent enrollment will not
be included as a part of the student's enrollment status for the
purpose of financial aid. Concurrent enrollment is not permitted
during a student's final semester of enrollment.
Trans f er Cred it f o r Do m es tic Exchang e/ Vis it, I nternatio nal
Stud y
Students who participate in Mills domestic exchange/visit or
international study programs will have their transfer credit
evaluated upon receipt of the official transcript provided by the
program or institution. The same transfer policies, equivalents,
and limitations apply to these credits as to any transfer credit.
These credits are included in the transfer limits stated above.
Trans f er Cred it f o r Cro s s -R eg is tratio n
Students who participate in the Mills cross-registration program
will have their transfer credit evaluated upon receipt of the
official transcript provided by the program or institution. Any
course taken through cross-registration will appear on the Mills
transcript regardless of the grade received and the grade will be
calculated into the student's GPA. Cross-registration courses are
not included in the transfer credit limit; however, the student
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/transfer_credit.php
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must still complete the residency requirement of a minimum of
43 Mills credits, which does not include cross-registration
courses.
back to top
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All students are required to formally declare a major whether or
not they specified a probable major on the admission application.
The Declaration of Major form must be submitted before the end
of a student's sophomore year or, if the student entered as a
junior, before the end of the student's first semester of
enrollment. A declaration or change of major after the beginning
of the junior year may require some work beyond four years to
complete the bachelor's degree. Changes in anticipated degree
date do not automatically extend a student's financial aid
eligibility.

Transfer Credit

A student may choose to major in a maximum of two fields
provided the major requirements in both areas are fullfilled.
Students must take at least 30 unduplicated semester credits in
each field. Only students with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0
may declare a second major.
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Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs

Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Students fulfill the requirements for the major as listed in the
catalog for the year in which the student was admitted.
Declaration of Major forms are available online and in the M
Center. Each student and the proposed advisor must complete
the form and return it to the M Center. Many majors have more
than one possible concentration; students must declare their
intended concentration on the form. Note the concentration will
not appear on the diploma. Students who plan to pursue a
double major may declare both majors and both advisors on the
same form. Any transfer credit to be placed in the major must
be included on the Declaration of Major form and approved by
the major advisor. The major advisor must be from the major
department.
Students who wish to change their major may do so by
completing another Declaration of Major form. Students who are
changing the concentration of their major must follow the same
procedure. Students who are changing their major or their major
concentration may find that they need additional time beyond the
four years to complete all of their major requirements. Changes
in anticipated degree date do not automatically extend a
student's financial aid eligibility. Students have until the
graduation application deadline of the year in which they
graduate to change their major (See Academic Calendar for
deadlines).
Students may view information regarding their major in
myMILLS via the Mills Resource Portal.
back to top
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Declaring a Mino r
Students have the option of declaring a minor. Minors are listed
on a student's transcript but do not appear on the diploma. A
student may choose to minor in a maximum of two fields
provided she fulfills the minor requirements in both areas. All
minor requirements must be unduplicated either between the
minors or between the major(s) and the minor(s).
To declare a minor, students must complete and submit a
Declaration of Minor form, available online, before the due date
of their graduation application. Declaration of Minor forms will
not be accepted after the graduation application is due. Minor
requirements are listed under the appropriate department. The
minor advisor must be from the minor department.
Students may view information regarding their minor in myMILLS
via the Mills Resource Portal.
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Grad uatio n

About Mills

Students must complete all requirements and at least 120 credits
to receive the bachelor of arts (BA) or bachelor of science (BS)
degree, or 60 credits to receive their nursing certificate. Mills
College confers degrees three times per year.

Academic Requirements

Grad uatio n Date

Graduation

R eq uirem ents Co m p leted

Grad uatio n Date

Summer Term

September 1

Fall Semester

January 2

Spring Semester

Date of Commencement

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit

Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs

Students completing the degree or certificate requirements "In
Absentia" must provide the M Center with an official transcript of
their completed remaining requirements. The graduation date
will be the final term in which the work was completed.

Student Life

Deg ree Co m p letio n Op tio ns
Undergraduate seniors who have no more than 8 credits
outstanding to complete the degree may be eligible for two
degree completion options. Students may choose to complete
the degree requirements "In Absentia" (see Graduation "In
Absentia" below) or may choose to utilize the Reduced Tuition
Program (see Reduced Tuition Program below).

Financial Aid

Admission
Expenses

Grad uatio n "I n A b s entia"
In exceptional circumstances, bachelor's degree candidates may
complete up to their final two course, witha maximumof 8
semester course credits of work at another institution, provided
they have completed at least 112 credits before leaving Mills,
have not reached the transfer credit limit, and have no more
than 8 credits which must be outside the major remaining to
fulfill the degree. The same policy applies to nursing students
with no more than 4 remaining credits.
Students must petition for "In Absentia" status by completing and
submitting a Degree Completion Options Petition, which specifies
when and where the credits will be completed. Payment of the
"In Absentia" fee ($300) can be submitted with the petition or
charged to the student's account. This non-refundable fee for "In
Absentia" status will only be charged if the petition is approved.
This fee is subject to change. The petition is reviewed by the
Academic Standing Committee (ASC). If approved, the student's
status will be changed to "In Absentia." Students may be "In
Absentia" for a maximum of four semesters. A student who does
not complete the degree or certificate within two years must
apply for readmission to the College. In no case will the degree
or certificate be granted unless the student has completed all
requirements. "In Absentia" students are eligible to participate
in Commencement.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/graduation.php
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Financial obligations to the College must be satisfied for the
student to be eligible to apply for "In Absentia" status.
R ed uced Tuitio n P ro g ram
Seniors needing no more than two classes with a maximum of 8
semester credits to fulfill all remaining requirements (4 credits
for nursing students) may be eligible for the Reduced Tuition
Program. The credits may fulfill any requirement such as
elective, major, minor, general education or overall credits.
Students may not cross-register under the Reduced Tuition
Program.
To qualify, students must be no more than 8 credits from fulfilling
all requirements to graduate including major, general education,
elective and 120-credit requirements. A maximum of 8 credits
may be completed through the Reduced Tuition Program.
Students who have utilized the Reduced Tuition Program, who
wish to take additional credits, can take them only for audit, and
will be charged the part-timr auditor fee.
Students petition for the Reduced Tuition Program by completing
the Degree Completions Options Petition. Mark the “Reduced
Tuition Program” checkbox and submit the form to M Center.
Please allow 10 business days for processing. The reduced
tuition is $1500 per credit (maximum of 8 credits). The same
policy applies to nursing students with no more than 4 remaining
credits.
Students utilizing the Reduced Tuition Program will be charged
regular student fees including ASMC, AC Transit, health insurance
(as applicable) and Campus Comprehensive.
Students who choose the Reduced Tuition option will not be
eligible to receive institutional financial aid, i.e., Mills College
scholarships, grants and/or loans. Students are advised to meet
with a financial aid counselor regarding eligibility for federal
and/or state aid. To be considered for federal and/or state aid
students typically must be enrolled at least half time and be
making satisfactory academic progress for financial aid. Students
also must not have exceeded the maximum number of
semesters of financial aid eligibility.
Students utilizing the Reduced Tuition Program are eligible to
participate in Commencement. In no case will the degree or
certificate be granted unless the student has completed all
requirements.
Financial obligations to the College must be satsified for the
student to be eligible to apply for Reduced Tuition Program.
back to top
Grad uatio n A p p licatio n
An Undergraduate Application for Graduation is required of all
undergraduate students who anticipate completing their
requirements, or who will be within 4 (nursing certificate) or 8
(BA or BS) credits of completing their requirements and wish to
participate in the Commencement ceremony. The application
must be submitted to the M Center by the deadline listed in the
table below. For the 2016-17 academic year, including summer
2017, the deadlines are below. The application, available
online, requires the student's and advisor's signatures.
Incomplete or late graduation applications may result in the
student not being included in Commencement. For further
information, contact records@mills.edu.
Exp ected Term o f
Grad uatio n
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/graduation.php
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Fall 2016

May 1, 2016

Spring 2017

December 1, 2016

Summer 2017

May 2, 2017

Fall 2017

May 2, 2017

back to top
Co m m encem ent
The Commencement ceremony, which takes place each May,
includes formal conferral of the degree for students who have
completed all requirements either in the previous summer, fall,
or spring. Conferral of the degree is symblized by the awarding
of the bachelor of arts or bachelor of science hood and
presentation of the diploma.
Students who have completed at least 112 credits toward their
bachelor of arts or bachelor of science degree and who have no
more than 8 credits remaining to fulfill all major and minor
requirements are also eligible to participate in the
Commencement ceremony. This same policy applies to nursing
students who have no more than 4 credits remaining. Students
who wish to participate must submit a graduation application. It
is expected that these students will complete their remaining
requirements at Mills, either during summer or fall immediately
following Commencement, or petition the ASC to complete their
degree “In Absentia” provided the remaining credits are not
major requirements, and the student has not already reached
the transfer credit maximum.
Students enrolled in the 3+2 Engineering program are eligible to
walk in Commencement if all the requirements for the Mills
degree are met.
Seniors who are not eligible to participate in Commencement are
encouraged to join other activities planned during the
Commencement weekend. Contact the Division of Student Life
for additional information.
Formal academic regalia are required of all students participating
in the Commencement ceremony.
Dip lo m as
Diplomas for students who have completed their requirements in
the summer are mailed October 1st. Diplomas for students who
have completed their requirements in the fall are mailed
February 1st. Diplomas for spring graduates are mailed in late
June. The diploma bears the student's full name as it appears in
myMILLS (unless requested otherwise, in writing to the M
Center), major, and the actual date of graduation. Minors and
major concentrations are not recorded on the diploma. Latin
honors, if applicable, are noted on the Mills College diploma.
The student must notify Academic Records of non-receipt of the
diploma by:
November 15 if degree requirements are completed by
September 1;
April 15 if degree requirements are completed by January
2, and;
August 15 if degree requirements are completed by the
last day of the spring term.
The student will need to order a replacement diploma and pay
the replacement fee if notification is received later.
Diplomas are mailed to the permanent address on file. To ensure
the diploma is mailed to the correct address, the student must
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/graduation.php
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update their permanent address via the Mills Portal prior to their
graduation date.
Diplomas will not be released under the following conditions:
If a student is in financial default, the College may
withhold the diploma until the financial obligations are
met.
If a student has any outstanding grades, the diploma will
be held until all grades are received and recorded.
If a student attended another institution through crossregistration during the final semester, the diploma will be
held until an official transcript from the institution is
received and reviewed and credit is granted.
Diplomas for doctoral students will be released only upon
receipt of the School of Education Diploma Release Form.
back to top
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Trans crip ts

About Mills

The official Mills College transcript includes all levels of academic
work completed at Mills, including undergraduate and graduate.
All transcripts come in individually sealed envelopes, unless
otherwise specified. Mills does not currently submit official
transcripts eletronically (escripts). Transcript requests are not
processed if the student has an outstanding obligation to the
College, financial or otherwise. We cannot accept phone or email
transcript orders.

Academic Requirements

For the fastest service, Mills College has authorized the National
Student Clearinghouse to provide online transcript ordering. The
service allows payment with any major credit card or debit card
with a credit card logo.
Transcripts may be ordered online via the Mills Resource Portal
or by going directly to the National Student Clearinghouse secure
site.
If you do not have a credit card, please submit a completed
Transcript Request form or a written request with payment in the
form of check, cash, or money order to the M Center. Checks are
made payable to Mills College.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

We cannot accept faxed Transcript Request forms and the
requests cannot be processed without payment.
Written requests should be submitted to the M Center and include
the following information:
Your current name
Name used while in attendance
Social Security Number or Mills student ID number
Dates of attendance
Date of birth
Number of copies
Contact name and complete address of recipient(s)
Your current mailing address and phone number
Check or money order made payable to Mills College
Your signature
Fees
Transcript fee is $10 per copy.
Rush delivery fee is an additional $25 per recipient.
Service
Standard service requests are processed within 5
business days upon receipt and sent via Standard First
Class mail.
Rush and Rush International service requests are
processed within 24 hours upon receipt and sent via
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/transcripts.php
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overnight mail. Rush service may also be requested in
person at the M Center.
Current students and alumnae with portal access may print an
unofficial transcript at any time through myMILLS via the Mills
Resource Portal.
Deg ree and Enro llm ent Verif icatio n
Online Enro llm ent Verif icatio n
There are two ways to obtain enrollment verification:
1. By submitting a request online through the portal or by paper
for verifications to be mailed, picked up, or faxed;
2. By printing on demand via self-service through the student
portal.
Requests can be made to include GPA.
Enrollment verification requests can be mailed, faxed, or held for
pick up at the M Center. Students may request enrollment
verification, at no charge, through the portal, myMILLS
Resources, by clicking on the "Enrollment Verifications and Loan
Information" link in the main menu. Enrollment verification
includes the following information:
Current enrollment status: full time or part time
Explanation of full-time status, including Mills semester
course credits to semester units conversion
Term beginning and end dates by term(s) requested
Number of credits enrolled for term(s) requested
Degree(s) status (awarded or pending)
Expected graduation date and term
Field of study (major)
GPA (upon request)
Students who have a supplemental form(s) to be completed as
part of the enrollment verification may bring the form(s) to the M
Center and submit a paper request in person by completing the
Enrollment Verification Request form, available in the M Center.
Enrollment verification that does not require additional forms can
be requested on line via myMILLS.
Student Self-Service enables Mills College students, via the
National Student Clearinghouse, to print official enrollment
verification certifications on demand via our secure student
portal, myMILLS resources, at no charge. Mills College has
authorized the National Student Clearinhouse to provide this
service for its students. Enrollment verification certifications
through the National Student Clearinghouse include the following
information:
Current and past enrollment status: full time or part time
Current and past terms attended, including term
beginning and end dates
Expected graduation date and term
Deg ree Verif icatio n
Mills College has authorized the National Student Clearinghouse
to provide degree verification at www.degreeverify.org. A
nominal fee applies when degree verification can be confirmed.
Degree verification certifications include the following
information:
Name on school's records
Date awarded
Degree title
Official name of school: Mills College
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/transcripts.php
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Major course(s) of study
Third -P arty R eq ues ts
Students who receive requests from a third party for degree or
enrollment verification may refer them to:
National Student Clearinghouse
Phone: 703.742.4200 Fax: 703.742.4239
Email: service@studentclearinghouse.org
Mail: 2300 Dulles Station Blvd., Suite 300
Herndon, VA 20171
Contact the M Center for more information.
Back to top
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Student Privacy Rights
Mills complies with the provisions of the 1974 Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA). FERPA assures students attending a postsecondary educational institution that
they have the right to inspect and review certain of their educational records and to seek
corrections of inaccurate or misleading data through informal or formal procedures. FERPA
also protects student privacy rights by setting strict limits on disclosure of their educational
records without their consent. Students can seek enforcement of their FERPA rights by
filing complaints with the Family Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Department of Education,
400 Maryland Ave. S.W., Washington DC 20202-5920. Information about this office is
available on the Internet at https://www.ed.gov/offices/OM/fpco.
Copies of federal regulations governing student privacy rights are available from the
website named above or the Division of Student Life (DSL) at Mills. A statement on
procedural steps for seeking to correct inaccurate or misleading data in student records is
also available from DSL on request at 510.430.2130.
An individual may contact the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education for review of a
complaint. The bureau may be contacted at:
Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education
2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95833
https://www.bppe.ca.gov
Phone: 916.431.6924
Fax: 916.263.1897
Mills considers name, address, phone number, email address, dates of attendance,
degree(s) awarded, enrollment status, date and place of birth, and major field of study to
be directory information under FERPA and, as such, may be disclosed, without consent, to
a third party upon request.
If a student does not wish the directory information to be released she/he can inform the
Registrar by submitting a signed and dated letter requesting the directory information not
to be released, or by sending an email to that effect to records@mills.edu from the
student's own Mills email account.
The student should be aware that restricting the release of directory information has other
consequences. For instance, a restriction makes it difficult or impossible for potential
employers to verify the student's enrollment, or to verify a degree earned from Mills. At
any time after restricting the release of directory information a student may change their
mind and choose, through a written statement, to re-authorize the college to release the
information.
Health and Saf ety Exem p tio n R eq uirem ent
Mills will only disclose Personally Identifiable Information from an education record to
appropriate parties in connection with an emergency if knowledge of the information is
necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals.
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A cad em ic A d vis ing

About Mills

The advisor is the student's principal connection to the academic
programs of the College and is the first person to whom the
student should turn for advice on academic questions. The
primary responsibility of the advisor is to offer appropriate
suggestions for a sound and balanced academic program and to
guide the student toward meeting the degree requirements. The
advisor should also assist the student in defining educational
goals; provide direction, criticism, and praise as needed to help
the student achieve those goals; and help the student see the
relationship between educational goals and longer-range
personal and career goals.

Academic Requirements

Entering first-year students are assigned to a pre-major (firstyear) faculty advisor who will assist them in planning their
courses of study, counsel them about College regulations and
procedures, and provide information about campus resources
that support the academic program. Entering transfer students
are assigned to advisors in their area of interest who, in addition
to general advising, will help students plan their majors.
Students are encouraged to consult with other faculty members
as they weigh their interests and academic goals. Once a student
has selected her major, she will choose a faculty advisor in her
major department (see Declaring a Major). Ordinarily, she will
have the same major advisor throughout the remainder of her
college career, although she may later change her major and/or
advisor if such a change better meets her needs. Students may
change advisors by submitting a Change of Advisor form,
available in the M Center and online.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
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Course Descriptions
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Students share in the responsibility for ensuring that their
academic needs are met. To this end, each student is expected
to read the College catalog, keep track of her academic
program, and be well prepared with relevant notes, plans, or
questions when seeking the help of her advisor.
Stud ent R eco rd s o n the W eb
The Mills Resource Portal, accessed from the Mills website,
provides a link to myMILLS where students can confirm their
semester attendance, register, and access their general student
information, schedule of classes, academic transcript, transfer
credit report, grades, student account, financial aid information,
and graduation status. Students can also update their mailing
and email addresses and other personal information through
myMILLS.
back to top
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General I nf o rm atio n

About Mills

Co urs es

Academic Requirements

A d d / Dro p / W ithd raw / Chang e
A ud iting
Sp ecial Co urs es
Cro s s -R eg is tratio n
General I nf o rm atio n
All students may register online through myMILLS via the Mills
Resource Portal during the designated registration periods.
Prior to registering, all students must consult with their advisors
regarding their course selection. The advisor must approve the
student's course selection before the student will be allowed to
register.
Registering online requires that the advisor release the
registration hold that has been placed on the student's record.
Therefore, only students who have made arrangements for their
advisor to release this hold will be able to register online.
Students who wish to register in the M Center must have a
registration form signed by their advisor.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
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Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
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Refer to the Academic Calendar for registration dates and
deadlines.
P rio rity R eg is tratio n
Continuing students will have access to online registration during
the Priority Registration period. Class level will determine when
access to Priority Registration will begin. Exact dates for
registration are included on the Academic Calendar. Please note
that January and Summer term enrollment is optional.
New Stud ent R eg is tratio n
Entering and readmitted students register during New
Student Registration. Exact dates are available on the Academic
Calendar. The Office of Undergraduate Admissions will contact
new undergraduate students about the registration process.
Final R eg is tratio n
Students that did not register during the designated Priority
Registration or New Student Registration periods will be able to
do so without penalty during Final Registration.
Late R eg is tratio n
Students wishing to register after the Add deadline must petition
the Academic Standing Committee (ASC). Late registration does
not excuse a student from the regular assigned work of a
course. Students who do not register for any courses by the Add
Deadline will be administratively withdrawn from the College.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/registration.php
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Co urs es
Co urs e Selectio n
Students may choose undergraduate courses from any academic
department as long as applicable prerequisites have been met.
The fall and summer course schedule is available online in late
March; the winter and spring course schedule is available in
early November.
Before students can register online, they must consult with their
assigned advisor to finalize their schedule and obtain approval of
their course selection. Students may access Student
Records/View Student Information in their myMILLS account, via
the Mills Resource Portal, to confirm their advising assignment.
Clas s Meeting Tim es
Classes that meet three days per week are scheduled for 50
minutes, for a total of 150 minutes of instruction per week.
Classes that meet two days per week are scheduled for 75
minutes, for a total of 150 minutes of instruction per week.
Seminars are scheduled for one class meeting per week for 150
minutes. Evening classes are generally scheduled for one
meeting per week for 150 minutes, although occasionally a class
may meet for 75 minutes two evenings per week.
Canceled Co urs es
Courses may be canceled at the College's discretion. In the case
of a course cancellation, students will be dropped from the class
and notified by email.
back to top
Chang es
A d d ing o r Dro p p ing a Co urs e
Students may make changes to their registration as needed by
adding or dropping courses online during their designated
Priority Registration or New Student Registration periods, or
during Final Registration.
During the Add/Drop Period, students who wish to add or drop a
course may do so online without penalty up to the Add Deadline.
If adding a course that was closed for registration, the signature
of the instructor is also required.
After the Add Deadline, students may add a course only with the
approval of the Academic Standing Committee (ASC). If the
petition is approved, the course will be added to the student's
schedule and an ASC petition fee of $150 will be charged to the
student's account as well any associated tuition fees. Add/Drop
forms are available online.
During the Late Drop Period, the two weeks between the Add
Deadline and Drop Deadline, students may drop a course by
completing an Add/Drop form and securing the signature of the
advisor. Courses that are dropped prior to the Drop deadline will
not appear on transcripts. Exact dates are available on the
Academic Calendar.
Students making changes to their registration must refer to the
Tuition and Fees Adjustment Policy and Satisfactory Academic
Progress Policy.
Students may not drop all courses in a term via online
registration. Dropping all courses requires taking a Leave of
Absence or Withdrawal from the College, which is handled
through a different process. Students wishing to drop all courses
should refer to the Attendance Requirements section of the
catalog for information about Withdrawal or Leave of Absence.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/registration.php
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W ithd raw ing f ro m a Co urs e
Between the Drop Deadline and last day to withdraw from a
class, students may withdraw from a course by completing a
Registration Withdrawal Form, securing the signatures of the
advisor and instructor, and submitting the form to the M Center.
Courses from which a student has withdrawn will appear on the
transcript with a 'W' grade, which is not used in calculating the
student's GPA. Students should refer to the Academic
Calendar for the exact dates.
Registration Withdrawal forms are available online.
Uno f f icial W ithd raw al
Students who cease attending a course without dropping or
withdrawing from the course may receive either an 'F' grade or a
'UW' (Unofficial Withdrawal) at the sole discretion of the
instructor.
Chang ing Grad e Op tio ns
Most Mills academic courses are offered with two grading
options: graded or "Pass/No Pass." Other courses are offered for
"Pass/No Pass" only. In the case of courses that have both grade
options, students should select the option when they register.
Students who wish to change the grading option of a course may
do so online during their designated Priority registration or New
Student Registration, or during Final Registration. Changes to
grading options may be made online during the Add/Drop period
by completing an Add/Drop form during the Late Drop Period and
securing the signature of their advisor. After the Drop Deadline
students may change the grading option of a course only with
the approval of the Academic Standing Committee. Students
should refer to the Academic Calendar for the exact deadline.
Variab le Cred it
Courses that are listed in the catalog with a range of credit give
the student the option to choose the amount credit they wish
when registering. Students wishing to change credit value for
these courses may do so online during the time they have
access to online registration, prior to the Add Deadline. Students
should list the course with the original credit amount as a drop
and the same course with the new credit amount as an add.
Refer to the Academic Calendar for exact dates.
back to top
A ud iting a Co urs e
Matriculated students may formally audit a course with
permission from the instructor and faculty advisor. Auditors do
not participate in class work, take examinations, or receive
credit, and they may not subsequently request to receive credit
by examination. Full-time students do not pay an additional fee
to audit a course; part-time students may refer to the Tuition and
Fees section of this catalog for information regarding the costs
associated with auditing courses.
Matriculated students who choose to audit a course may register
for the course or change the grading option during the time they
have access to online registration. Under no circumstances will a
student be allowed to register to audit a course after the Add
Deadline. In addition, students will not be allowed to change a
grading option to or from 'Audit' after the Add Deadline. Students
who drop all course work except an audited course must
complete an Application for Auditor Status, available online
and in the M Center (see Auditors).
A ud ito rs
Individuals who are not degree-seeking Mills students are
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/registration.php
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welcome to audit Mills courses. Auditors do not participate in
class work, take examinations, or receive credit, and they may
not subsequently request to receive credit by examination. An
Application for Auditor Status is available online and requires the
signatures of the student, the instructor, and the head of the
applicable department. Once these signatures are obtained, the
form is submitted to the M Center and the student will be
enrolled in the course(s). The auditor may attend the class only
after the form is submitted and the fee has been paid. Refer to
the Tuition and Fees section of this catalog for information
regarding the costs associated with auditing courses.
Sp ecial Co urs es
In addition to courses listed in the course schedule, students
may register for independent study, directed research, teaching
practica, and internship course credits. For a description of these
opportunities, see the Special Courses section of this catalog.
Registering for these courses requires a separate form, available
online; or, in the case of internships, at Career Services. Forms
must be submitted to the M Center by the Add Deadline.
Internship petitions are reviewed by the Academic Standing
Committee, which meets each week during the academic year
excluding holidays. Students may not register for special courses
online.
I nd ivid ual Mus ic I ns tructio n
Students who wish to enroll in individual instrument or voice
instruction should register for the course as listed in the course
schedule at the appropriate level, determined in consultation with
their advisor. Students must then contact the Music Department
to schedule an audition to be placed with an instructor. Since
auditions are a part of the process, students should not assume
that they will be enrolled in the class. Once placements are
confirmed by the Music Department, the specific course and
instructor will be added to the student's schedule. Students who
are not placed or who no longer wish to take individual
instruction must formally drop the course through the Add/Drop
process.
Service Learning / Co m m unity Eng ag ed Learning
Mills offers some courses with an optional 1.0 credit for service
learning. These courses are listed in the schedule as a separate
section of the regular course for 4.0 credits. This additional 1.0
credit is earned for volunteer work related to the subject matter
of the course, and may require additional assignments or
meetings at the discretion of the instructor. Service learning
credit must be associated with an academic course. Students
may take one service learning course per semester. Some
courses may fulfill the Core Curriculum requirement for
Community Engaged Learning. Please refer to the Core
Curriculum list to see specific courses.
Cro s s -R eg is tratio n
Students who wish to participate in the Mills cross-registration
program must complete the Cross-Registration Permit, which
requires approval of each institution's registrar, the student's
advisor, and the instructor of the course. The student attends the
first class session at the host institution to secure the instructor’s
signature. (See Cross-Registration under Academic Opportunities
Off Campus.)
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Bachelo rs to Mas ters A ccelerated Deg ree P ro g ram s

About Mills

Deg ree P ro g ram s

Academic Requirements

Certif icate and No n-Deg ree P ro g ram s
Grad uate and Certif icate P ro g ram s
Mills offers graduate degrees and certificates in the programs
listed below; it also recommends qualified students for teaching
credentials in California. Contact Graduate Admission for detailed
information on admission requirements, fees, application
deadlines, and specific courses.
R es id ence Facilities f o r Grad uate Stud ents
Graduate women have the option of living in any upper-class
residence hall, Ross House, or the Courtyard Townhouses.
Graduate men will only be assigned to the Courtyard
Townhouses and Ege Hall. Graduate students with children may
apply for the Underwood Apartments.
back to top

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Deg ree P ro g ram s
Mas ter o f A rts
Dance: with emphasis in dance history, theory, and
criticism
Education: with Master’s programs in Teacher
Education, Early Childhood Education, and
Educational Leadership, and an EdD program in
Educational Leadership.
English Language and Literatures
Infant Mental Health
Integrated BA/MA Program in Mathematics
Interdisciplinary Computer Science: with emphasis
in a chosen liberal arts discipline—linguistics,
music, etc. (See Mathematics and Computer
Science)
Music: with emphasis in composition
Master of Business Administration
MBA/MPP joint Master's in Business Administration and Public
Policy
Master of Public Policy
Mas ter o f Fine A rts
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/graduate_programs.php
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Art (Studio): with emphasis in ceramics, painting,
photography, sculpture (includes installation), or
intermedia (electronic arts and video arts)
Book Art and Creative Writing
Creative Writing: poetry
Creative Writing: fiction or creative non-fiction
Dance
Music: Performance and literature
Music: Electronic music and recording media
Doctor of Education in Educational Leadership
back to top
Certif icate P ro g ram s
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Certificate
Post-baccalaureate in computer science offers courses of study
tailored to individual needs and prepare students to enter
careers in the computing field or to gain admission to, and
succeed in, strong graduate schools of computer science.
Post-baccalaureate Pre-Medical Program offers undergraduate
courses in an encouraging and supportive setting to women and
men with the BA or BS degree who lack the science background
needed to pursue graduate studies and careers in the health
sciences.
Second baccalaureate degrees: Students who hold the bachelor
of arts degree and wish to enroll for additional undergraduate
courses may be admitted either as candidates for a second
bachelor's degree or as special graduate students (see below).
Individuals pursuing a second undergraduate degree are not
eligible for scholarship/grant assistance, but they may apply for
Federal Stafford Loans. Information and application forms are
available at the M Center or by calling 510.430.2000.
Special graduate students may take Mills courses in the graduate
or undergraduate curriculum on a space-available basis, with
departmental approval, and must complete the application
process outlined in the Graduate Catalog. Students can be
considered non-matriculated "special" graduate students for up
to two semesters. Special graduate students are not eligible for
Federal Stafford Loans.
back to top
Teaching Cred entials , P erm its , and Sp ecializ atio ns
Mills College prepares and recommends qualified students for a
variety of California teaching credentials. Information regarding
these programs and the process of applying for admission can
be obtained from the School of Education at 510.430.3170.
Administrative Services Credential (ASC)
Early Childhood Special Education Specialist Credential for
working with high-risk infants and preschool-aged children in
early intervention and preschool special education.
Multiple Subjects and/or Single Subject Teaching Credentials for
teaching in California elementary schools and single subject
teaching credentials for teaching art, English, foreign language
(Spanish or French), mathematics, or science in California middle
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/graduate_programs.php
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and high schools.
Specialization of Competence for Child Life in Hospitals including
child life worker and child life specialist, leading to certification
with the Child Life Council.
back to top
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Divis io n o f Stud ent Lif e Mis s io n
The mission of the Division of Student Life is to educate students
by providing transformative learning experiences grounded in
social justice.

About Mills

Our guiding principles includes a commitment to wellness, social
justice, leadership, transformative learning, and creating a sense
of belonging. We provide undergraduate and graduate student
engagement opportunities and support for academic and cocurricular success.

Transfer Credit

Divis io n o f Stud ent Lif e:
Athletics, Physical Education and Recreation (APER)
Center for Student Leadership, Equity, and Excellence
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)
Dean of Students, Conduct, and Title IX
Diversity and Social Justice Resources
Residential Life
Student Access and Support Services (SASS)
Spiritual and Religious Life (SRL)
Wellness and Community Outreach

Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations

Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Offices are located in the Cowell Building, Haas Pavilion, Rothwell
Center, in various locations in the residential buildings, and in the
Chapel. For more information, call 510.430.2130.
Co m m unity Stand ard s
Individual integrity and mutual respect are a foundation of the
Mills College learning community. Students are expected to
participate responsibly and actively in making Mills the best
learning environment it can be and to recognize that the honor
and well-being of the entire community are affected by their
actions. Mills College expects that every Mills student will behave
with respect and integrity at all times; comply with state and
federal laws; adhere to Mills College policies as published in the
Mills College Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs, the Student
Handbook, and other College documents; and respect the rights
and property of all.
Mills College community members share responsibility for
maintaining an environment in which the rights of each
individual are respected. The personal and academic integrity of
every person strengthens and improves the quality of life for the
entire community. This is vital in striving toward a welcoming and
supportive climate in which all people are respected and free to
express differing ideas and opinions. At Mills we are committed
to care and respect toward all others in our community.
Co d e o f Co nd uct
Mills College expects students to recognize the strength of
personal differences while respecting institutional values.
Students are encouraged to think and act for themselves;
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_overview_standards.php
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however, they must do so in a manner consistent with the
community standards.
The purpose of the Community Standards, the Code of Conduct,
and the Student Honor Code is to communicate these values and
standards to the College community and promote an
environment conducive to education, work, recreation, and
study. Consult the Student Handbook for complete information on
the Academic Integrity and Student Conduct policies affecting
students.
Cam p us Co m p uting P o licy
Students are encouraged to use Mills computing systems for
academic work as well as communication on and off campus.
Such open access is a privilege, and it requires that individual
users act responsibly in using Mills computing facilities, following
electronic copyright laws, and respecting the intellectual property
rights of others. Consult the Student Handbook for complete
information on the Mills Computing Agreement.
Drug -Free Cam p us P o licy
Each student at Mills is considered an adult who assumes
personal responsibility for their own conduct. Mills students are
expected to comply with all state and federal laws as well as
College policies regarding alcoholic beverages and other drugs,
prescription or illicit. Due to federal law, marijuana, in any form
or for any purpose, is not allowed on campus regardless of the
California state law.
The Student Handbook provides a complete description of the
drug and alcohol policies and regulations, guidelines, and
procedures for student-sponsored events that may include
alcohol, as well as the sanctions regarding alcohol or illegal
drugs on campus.
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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I nterco lleg iate A thletics
Mills athletics provides student-athletes with intercollegiate
competitive experience that places highest priority on
development of the whole student-athlete. Six intercollegiate
sports are offered at Mills: cross country, rowing, soccer,
swimming, tennis, and volleyball.
Mills College Cyclones come from a range of diverse
backgrounds and share a commitment to their teams and
personal growth. They excel in their sports, as well as in the
classroom and in the community and they are nationally
recognized for their academics.
Student-athletes are challenged and supported to engage in
athletics as part of their transformative learning experiences
while at Mills. Student-athletes can be found as leaders in every
facet of campus life.
Mills College is affiliated with the NCAA Division III and does not
offer athletic scholarships.
For more information, check Athletics, Physical Education, and
Recreation (APER) online, visit the APER Department in Haas
Pavilion, or call 510.430.2172. To get involved, be sure to attend
the APER introductory session and the Work Study fair during
Orientation.
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R ecreatio n
The recreation program at Mills offers something for everybody.
Students are encouraged to use the recreational facilities,
including a well-equipped fitness center, six outdoor tennis
courts, aquatic center, multipurpose gymnasium, soccer field,
and walk/run trail.
Lockers are available at the fitness center and at the aquatic
center. Entrance keys for the tennis courts can be purchased at
Haas 103 for a nominal fee to students, staff, and faculty.
The recreation program also offers a wide variety of
recreational activities, outdoor adventures, and fitness
programs.
For more information about recreational opportunities and
facilities, check online, visit the APER Department in Haas
Pavilion, or call 510.430.2172.
Tref ethen A q uatic Center
The Mills swimming pool has ten deep lanes suitable for
competitive swimming, water polo and lap swim. The large
attached shallow area provides a place for classes and
recreational usage. The facility also includes a therapy spa,
locker rooms, an aquatic staff office and a classroom. The
aquatic center provides many employment opportunities for
students throughout the academic year and the summer.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_athl_rec.php
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Schedules and program offerings are available by phone at
510.430.2170, or online.
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Career Connections & Community Engagement (CCCE) is here to
help students discover their goals and interests, connect to
opportunities in the community that enrich their academic
experience, and prepare for successful lives beyond college.

About Mills

Whether you are a first year, transfer, continuing undergraduate,
or graduate student, come to CCCE early and often for support in
defining and accomplishing your professional goals.

Transfer Credit

For more information about Career Connections & Community
Engagement click here, stop by Carnegie Hall 105, or call
510.430.3142 or email career@mills.edu.
Follow us: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Pinterest
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The best way to experience the vibrant Mills community is to live
on campus. Because our students represent a wide range of
ethnicities, backgrounds, ages, identities, and interests, living
together and drawing from that breadth of experience becomes
part of the learning process. Living on campus is also ideal way
to make lifelong friends. Mills provides students with multiple
housing options, including traditional residence halls, apartments,
and cooperative housing. Wherever a student resides, all are
guaranteed to provide an increased understanding of self and
community.

About Mills

The mission of residential life at Mills is to foster a safe,
inclusive, and supportive community in which residents develop
interpersonal skills and respect for self and others. Residents are
provided opportunities to engage across difference, live in
community, and grow through conversation and interactions with
their peers. By choosing to live on campus, students immerse
themselves in the Mills culture and experience a valuable part of
our educational heritage.

Majors and Minors

First-year students live in themed living communities which
provide a more intimate environment where residents connect
around around a shared topic or interest area. Each community
has a Resident Assistant (RA) who facilitates opportunities for
engagement through intentional interactions and events on and
off campus. Faculty and staff will interact with residents in the
community through a workshop series where they are able to
share academic and/or personal passion projects, providing a
unique out of the classroom opportunity to build connections.
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Continuing, transfer, and graduate students have a variety of
living options available to them. From our various traditional
residence halls, three different apartment communities, and two
small houses, every Mills student can find a place that truly feels
like home during their time as a student.
Some cornerstones of residential living are a commitment to
self-expression, respect for human rights, the pursuit of
intellectual growth, holding oneself and others accountable for
behaviors and actions in their community, and the establishment
of lasting relationships. The nature of residential living and its
positive impact on our students support the mission and vision of
the College.
One of the most influential components of our Residential Life
program lies with our dedicated and passionate student life staff.
Each community is supported by a full-time live-in professional
Area Coordinator (AC) and a dedicated group of Resident
Assistants (RA). Paraprofessional RAs are knowledgeable and
involved members of the Mills community. They are well trained
and charged with the most important task of our department's
mission: the creation, development, and support of our
residential communities.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_residential_life.php
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Our Residential Life staff serve as resources around academic,
social, and cultural topics and as catalysts for networking with
other members of the Mills community. The philosophy of the
Residential Life program is based upon concepts of personal
responsibility, inclusivity, respect for others, and the processes of
personal and social development. We strive to provide the
greatest opportunity for success as students engage in their
residential environment and the greater Mills community.
For more information about the Residential Life program, call
510.430.2130.
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Co m m uter Lo ung e

About Mills

The Commuter Lounge, located in Rothwell Center adjacent to
Adams Plaza, provides a great space for the Mills community to
come together. The lounge has areas for studying, meeting
friends, or holding small gatherings. It also has study tables, a
television, and a bulletin board with information about campus
events.

Academic Requirements

Conveniently located nearby are a kitchen, computer room, and
lockers designated for commuting students. Commuters may
obtain a key to these spaces from Housing Management and
Dining Services (HMDS) in Sage Hall, room 138. Proof of current
registration and agreement to policies are required. Students
wishing to use the lockers can make arrangements with the
Center for Student Leadership, Equity, and Excellence or by
emailing the Commuter Peer Advisor at
commuterassistant@mills.edu.
Commuting students can purchase Mills Points from HMDS in
Sage Hall, room 138. Points may be used at Founders Commons
and the Tea Shop.
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Commuters may arrange to stay overnight in a guest room for a
fee, if space is available. This is particularly useful during
midterms and finals, or simply to stay on campus until late in the
evening for special events and studying. Guest rooms should be
reserved one week in advance through HMDS or by calling
510.430.2127.
For more information, call 510.430.2184.
Lounge Policy Agreement
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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Wellness and Community Outreach
Counseling and Psychological Services
W ellnes s and Co m m unity Outreach (W CO)
Student health and wellness is a primary concern of the College.
The Wellness and Community Outreach Program oversees a
variety of programs and services available to students in order
to meet their health and wellness needs. As a member of the
Student Access and Support Services (SASS) team, the wellness
and community outreach manager works collaboratively with
different departments to help provide comprehensive support
services for students.
R es o urces and R ef errals
The Wellness Program encourages students to utilize resources
both on campus and off. Students may work with the wellness
manager regarding a spectrum of concerns, from food security
to Title IX resources. Additionally, Wellness works closely with
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at Mills College.
All Mills students are entitled to eight free counseling sessions
per school year. Students can make an appointment at the
Cowell Building front desk or by calling 510.430.2130.
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Stud ent Health Center Lias o n
The Mills Health Center on campus provides the Mills College
community with access to nurses, a physician and a health coach
five days a week during the academic year. The wellness
manager serves as the liaison between Mills College and the
Health Center. All students may use the Health Center free of
charge. Students can make appointments byvisiting the clinic
during open hours, in CPM 117. If there are any questions or
concerns about the Health Center, please contact the wellness
manager at 510.430.2260.
Health I ns urance Navig ato r
All students must maintain some form of health insurance
coverage while enrolled at Mills College, and the wellness
manager can support students in determining which healthcare
coverage best fits their medical and financial needs. Mills College
offers student health insurance for those students who do not
qualify for state or federal programs. To learn more, email
health@mills.edu for an updated brochure.
P eer Health A d vo cates and Co m m unity Health R es o urce
A d vis o r
The wellness manager advises two health education groups: the
Peer Health Advocates, who provide health education
presentations to fellow students about a range of topics, from
birth control to meditation, and the Community Health Resource
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_cps_health_services.php
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Center, a resource hub for students seeking information and
supplies related to health and wellness. Students interested in
joining either or both of these organizations may email
health@mills.edu for more information.
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Resuming Student Life
The Mills student body is a richly diverse population including
many resuming students. Undergraduate commuting and
residential students who are 23 years of age or older are
considered "resumers" and are members of the Mary Atkins
community. These are often students who are returning to
college after a break in their formal education.
Many resuming students are very involved in campus activities
and participate in ASMC government boards and committees, as
well as social events and educational programs.
Mary A tkins Lo ung e
The Mary Atkins Lounge, located in Rothwell Center, provides a
space for undergraduate resuming students to find community at
Mills. The lounge, with comfy chairs and sofas and a full kitchen,
makes a great place to study, take a break, and connect with
other resuming students. Resumers also have access to an
adjacent locker room with bathrooms and a shower.
The lounge is staffed by the Mary Atkins Peer Advisor,
maryatkinsassistant@mills.edu, from the Center for Student
Leadership, Equity, and Excellence who oversees the
space, updates resource information, and organizes social
activities including Community Meetings and the Mary Atkins
Toast.
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Students may obtain Lounge and Locker Room keys by filling out
the College Lounge Policies and Agreements form (login
required) and picking up a key from Housing Management and
Dining Services (HMDS) in Sage Hall, room 138. Proof of current
registration is required. For more information, visit the Center
Resource Office in Rothwell 158 or call 510.430.2130.
P arenting Lo ung e
The Parenting Loungey, located in Rothwell Center, is a great
place to connect with other Mills student parents, share
resources and spend time with their children on campus.
Equipped with couches, a computer, a play area with children’s
books and games, as well as a microwave, refrigerator, and
study tables, the parenting lounge is a vital resource to the Mills
parenting community. Parenting students also have access to the
Mary Atkins Lounge kitchen and computer lab.
The lounge is staffed by the Parenting Peer Advisor,
parentingassistant@mills.edu, from the Center for Student
Leadership, Equity, and Excellence who oversees the
space, updates resource information, and organizes social
activities including the Trick-or-Treat event and Pre-Mother’s Day
Brunch.
Students may obtain Lounge and Locker Room keys by filling out
the College Lounge Policies and Agreements form (login
required) and picking up a key from Housing Management and
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_resuming_students.php
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Dining Services (HMDS) in Sage Hall, room 138. Proof of current
registration is required. For more information, visit the Center
Resource Office in Rothwell 158 or call 510.430.2130.
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Mills College is proud to educate students from around the
world as part of our global learning environment. While all
students experience new challenges when they start college,
international students often face additional adjustments when
they first come to the United States. To ensure that students are
fully supported, Mills offers the following services for
international students:

About Mills

I nternatio nal Stud ent Orientatio n

Advising and Registration

Mills College provides an International Student Orientation before
classes start to help students adjust to the new academic and
social environment of Mills, as well as to introduce them to the
resources available for international students.

Course Descriptions

For more information about orientation, please visit
the orientation website.
I nternatio nal A d vis ing
The International Student Advisors (ISA) are US government
Designated School Officials (DSOs) who are available to help
international students acclimate to school and life in the United
States. International advising services include immigration
advising and compliance, work permissions, and personal
support and advocacy. International students are encouraged to
be in close contact with the ISA throughout their time at Mills.
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The ISA also work closely with all members of the Mills
community to ensure quality programming that fosters global
awareness, promotes respect, and facilitates understanding of
the many cultures represented at Mills.
To contact the ISA, please email intl_stu@mills.edu.
Eng lis h Lang uag e Sup p o rt
English language support is offered by the Multilingual
Services (MLS) department of the Center for Academic
Excellence, located in Reinhardt Hall, B Wing. MLS provides oneon-one and small-group mentoring that is carefully tailored to
match multilingual and international students' academic needs.
Students can receive individualized tutoring support in a wide
range of areas, including reading, writing and pronunciation of
standard academic English. Additionally, MLS provides bi-monthly
academic support workshops specially designed for international
students.
To schedule an appointment or learn more about the services
provided by MLS, visit the appointment portal Accudemia or
email mls@mills.edu. You can also view the MLS event calendar
on Involvio.
I nternatio nal Stud ent Club s
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_intl.php
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Any student who identifies as an international student or who is
interested in a club can join an international student club. There
are different clubs that provides a support network for students
from different regions of the world. If you are interested in
joining a club, please contact thecenter@mills.edu.
I nternatio nal Stud ent Health P lan
International students receive comprehensive and affordable
health insurance coverage that meets US government
requirements. For more information about the health plan,
please visit the Health and Counseling page.
For more information about the Mills International
Program, please email intl_stu@mills.edu or call 800.87.MILLS.
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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Events and P ro g ram s
Mills offers students a wide array of co-curricular activities.
Students can enjoy a movie on the meadow, attend a leadership
workshop, or take a study break in one of the student lounges.

About Mills

Students have the opportunity to organize and attend inspiring
lectures, music and film festivals, and community building
activities, such as the Student Leadership Conference, Black and
White Ball, and Spring Fling.

Transfer Credit

Student Activities collaborates with the ASMC to recognize and
support more than 60 student organizations that reflect student
interests in various political, social, and academic themes.

Course Descriptions

For more information about Student Activities, check online, visit
the Center for Student Leadership, Equity, and Excellence in
Rothwell Center, or email thecenter@mills.edu.
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Student Access and Support Services (SASS)
Mills College is committed to ensuring that all students thrive and
are able to achieve their highest potential and goals, both
academic and personal.
Student Access and Support Services (SASS) provides a wide
range of support services including: notetakers, readers,
extended time on exams, distraction-reduced test environments,
reduced course loads, and class relocations.
Mills College does not discriminate against qualified individuals
with disabilities (in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
and regulations thereunder) and provides reasonable
accommodation(s), as required by law, in all education
programs, activities, services, employment, and practices,
including application procedures, admissions, student
assignments, course assignments, the awarding of degrees, and
discipline.
Students are asked to make an appointment in order to register
with SASS and set up necessary accommodations before their
first semester at Mills, or in the first few weeks at the latest, to
ensure proper and timely accommodations.
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For more information about Student Access and Support
Services, check online or call 510.430.3307.
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Spiritual and Religious Life (SRL)
The Office of Spiritual and Religious Life (SRL) at Mills seeks to
engage and nurture students' individual spiritual and religious
growth and development; inspire multireligious literacy and
interfaith awareness on campus in order to help students
prepare to meet the challenges and opportunities of a religiously
plural world; and to support a diverse, inclusive, and welcoming
campus culture. SRL also connects members of the Mills
community through experiences of reflection and celebration.
SRL serves those who identify with distinct religious and spiritual
traditions as well as those who do not. SRL affirms the many
ways people explore meaning in life and approaches “spirituality”
as “meaning-making.” The office supports Mills students, staff,
and faculty members in reflecting on meaning and in recognizing
and strengthening their own personal spiritual resources to
sustain their lives and communities and create a more just
world.
SRL offers regular programing, hosts seasonal Mills traditions
including candle lighting in fall, the Festival of Light and Dark in
winter, and Baccalaureate in spring. Throughout the year, SRL
supports student leaders and SRL-affiliated student groups,
provides students with directories of off-campus religious and
spiritual communities and organizations, facilitates small-group
reflections, offers individual pastoral and spiritual care to
members of the Mills community, and performs ritual functions.
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The SRL office is located at the Mills College Chapel, a serene
and beautiful gathering space set amidst eucalyptus groves. The
chapel is open to all in the Mills community, regardless of
spiritual or religious perspective. The main chapel and chapel
lounge are both open for use seven days a week, from 7:00 am
until 10:00 pm. There is also a labyrinth pattern, inlaid in the
courtyard between the chapel and the music building, is available
for walking at all times. All are warmly invited to drop by
anytime for a quiet and peaceful place to rest, study, reflect,
pray, or meditate.
SRL is overseen by the Director of Spiritual and Religious Life
and Multi-Faith Chaplain, Rev. Dara Olandt. For more information,
please check our Facebook, email chaplain@mills.edu, or call
510.430.3123.
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Social Justice Resources at the Center for
Leadership, Equity, and Excellence
The Center, through its So cial Jus tice R es o urces , provides
leadership, resources, and social justice educational
opportunities for personal and systemic transformation. We
believe that through these resources we can move our
communities beyond awareness to institutional and cultural
change.
As part of our ongoing efforts to engage the campus and
surrounded community in the fight for equity and justice, we
offer a variety of spaces and formats for engagement. Just a few
of the past events we have held include:
Social justice retreats and summits
Mills LGBTQ2IA Pride
Experiential workshops
Healing circles
Self-care spaces
Panels with academics, activists, artists, etc.
Conferences
We are committed to interweaving social justice through all that
we do in a manner that is intentional, strategic, and sustainable.
The social justice resources and programs are rooted in a
strength-based and liberatory framework, which is grounded in
intersectionality, practicing wellness, and nurturing affinity, ally,
and solidarity spaces.
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Through our department you can get involved with issues such
as:
LGBTQIA rights
First-generation college resources
Disability rights
Enviornmental justice
Undocumented student rights
Issues facing People of Color
Issues around sizesism and body shaming
And many more
For more information about the Social Justice Resources, check
online, like us on Facebook, or email thecenter@mills.edu.

So lid arity Lo ung e
The Solidarity Lounge (S-Lounge) is a space created by and for
Students of Color. Used both formally and informally as a
gathering space, the S-Lounge is the home-away-from-home for
many students. The S-Lounge frequently hosts student group
meetings, discussions, films, receptions, and events. A
prayer/meditation room is also available in the S-Lounge for use
by people of any faith, religious, or spiritual practice, as we see
this as an integral part of social justice work. The S-Lounge also
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_diversity_programs.php
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houses computers and is used between meetings as a study
space.
The Solidarity Lounge is open daily from 8:00 am until 10:00 pm.
To suggest S-Lounge programs or ideas, or for more
information, check online. Allies are also welcome.
The Solidarity Lounge was created after a year of intensive
activism and broad-based alliances. It opened in September
2003 as an empowering space for Students of Color and their
allies. Today, it remains a space where different groups and
individuals can come together to build community.
For more information about the Solidarity Lounge, email
thecenter@mills.edu.
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Student Government
In 1915, the College delegated to students the power to establish
their own government and the ability to participate in the process
of setting regulations that govern their co-curricular lives. The
Associated Students of Mills College (ASMC) was formed, and all
students are members.
ASMC provides a variety of leadership opportunities on the
Executive Board and in the Senate. In addition, ASMC sponsors
more than 40 student organizations that offer ample leadership
opportunities and serve a range of student interests and
passions.
ASMC plays a key role in student life both outside and inside the
classroom. They represent students at Board of Trustees
meetings, participate in many campus-wide committees, and
represnt the voices of the student body.
Active participation in the ASMC develops personal and
professional skills that are useful in life at Mills and after
graduation. The Division of Student Life works closely with ASMC
by providing advisors at meetings, assistance with programming
and acting as a historical reference.

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents
About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

If you would like to get in touch with ASMC please connect with
the executive board and advisors at asmc@mills.edu.

©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
Last Updated: 3/13/17

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/dsl_student_government.php

Connect

1/1

4/27/2017

Mills College - Undergraduate Catalog Admission Applying
Home | Contact Us | Giving to Mills |

Undergraduate
Areas of Study
Academic Calendar
» Undergraduate Catalog
Catalog Archives

Home > Ac ademic s > Undergraduate >

Undergraduate Catalog
Applying For Admission
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Mills College is looking for students with potential and desire to
succeed in a rigorous academic environment. We seek a diverse
group of individuals who exhibit intellectual potential, and
strength of character. Admission is determined by a holistic
review of the student’s overall acadmic record. While great
weight is placed on academic records, we also consider
leadership skills, character, and special talents.

About Mills

A student's high school or college record is generally the most
reliable predictor of academic success. The application, writing
samples, letters of recommendation, and optional (but strongly
encouraged) interview and standardized test scores give further
evidence of scholastic ability and personal promise. It is the
combination of these factors that determines admission to the
College.

Advising and Registration

It is recommended that applicants have taken college
preparatory courses to include: four years of English; two or
more years of social sciences; two or more years of foreign
languages; three or more years of mathematics; and two or
more years of science. We strongly encourage students to
challenge themselves by taking rigorous course work. Secondary
school alternative study programs of an academic nature, such
as independent study and pass/no-pass courses, are given
positive consideration if evidence is presented that confirms their
value in preparation for college.
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All applicants must submit the Common Application or Mills
College Application with a $50 application fee and the credentials
outlined in the Applying for Admission section.
Dead lines
November 1: Spring First Year and Transfer Admission
November 15: Fall First Year Early Action (non-binding)
January 15: Fall First Year Regular Decision
March 1: Fall Priority Transfer Admission
April 1: Fall Regular Transfer Admission
No tif icatio n
End of December: Early Action
Mid-March: Fall First Year Regular Decision and Priority
Transfer Admission
Mid-April: Fall Regular Transfer Admission
Mid-November: Spring Admission
All offers of admission are contingent upon the satisfactory
completion of classes in which the student is currently enrolled.
A p p licatio n R eq uirem ents
Online application and application fee
Personal Essay and short answer question
Transcripts/Academic Record
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/admission_applying.php
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Letter of Recommendation
Proof of English Language Proficiency (international applicants
only)
Send all m aterials to :
Office of Admissions
5000 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94613-1301
admission@mills.edu
Mills Co lleg e Und erg rad uate A d m is s io ns P o licy f o r
Trans g end er o r Gend er Ques tio ning A p p licants
Mills College is committed to the proud tradition as a women's
college at the undergraduate level with graduate programs for
men and women.
Mills does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, marital
status, age, religious creed, national origin, ancestry, sexual
orientation, or disability (in accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, 1973 Rehabilitation Act Section 504, and
implementing regulations) in its admission policies, scholarship
and loan programs, or in the educational programs, co-curricular
activities and residential facilities which it operates. Mills'
admission policies are informed by Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, which allows for single-sex admissions
policies in institutions of higher education that have historically
served women. Mills admits self-identified women and people
assigned female at birth who do not fit into the gender binary at
the undergraduate level; and all genders at the graduate level.
Within these parameters, Mills does not discriminate on the basis
of gender identity and expression in its admission policies,
scholarship and loan programs, or in the educational programs,
co-curricular activities and residential facilities which it operates.
Mills College admits students of all genders to its graduate
programs, and "self-identified" women to its undergraduate
programs. Mills shall not discriminate against applicants whose
gender identity does not match their legally assigned sex.
Students who self-identify as female are eligible to apply for
undergraduate admission. This includes students who were not
assigned to the female sex at birth but live and identify as
women at the time of application. It also includes students who
are legally assigned to the female sex, but who identify as
transgender or gender fluid. Students assigned to the female sex
at birth who have undergone a legal change of gender to male
prior to the point of application are not eligible for admission.
Where there is a conflict between the student's self-identified
gender and the gender that appears on legal documentation such
as an academic transcript or documents provided as part of the
financial aid process, the student is strongly encouraged to
contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions for a discussion
around their desire to attend a women's college and how they
self-identify in terms of gender. This self-identification shall be
the driving force behind the College's eligibility decision.
Once admitted, any student who completes the College's
graduation requirements shall be awarded a degree.
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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First-Year Students
Mills College welcomes admission applications from students
interested in a rigorous academic environment and who exhibit
intellectual potential, strength of character, and a love of
learning. Admission to Mills College is selective and based on a
holistic review of the admissions application and required
supporting documents.
All first year applicants must submit the Common Application or
Mills College Application with a $50 application fee and the
credentials outlined in the Applying for Admission section.
Dead lines
November 1: Spring First Year and Transfer Admission
November 15: Fall First Year Early Action (non-binding)
January 15: Fall First Year Regular Decision
No tif icatio n
End of December: Fall First Year Early Action
Mid-March: Fall First Year Regular Decision
Mid-November: Spring Admission

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents
About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

All offers of admission are contingent upon the satisfactory
completion of classes in which the student is currently enrolled.
Trans crip ts / A cad em ic R eco rd
Candidates must submit an official high school transcript that
includes courses in progress. All candidates must have a
secondary school diploma or be eligible for one from an
approved high school. Students with a General Educational
Development (GED) diploma or a state-approved high school
equivalency are also eligible for admission and must submit
official evidence of successful completion, in addition to the
official high school transcript from the last school attended.
Seco nd ary Scho o l R ep o rt
All candidates applying from secondary school should submit a
school report form to their guidance counselor, college advisor,
or principal. This can be submitted through the Common
Application or using Mills' secondary school report form.
Letter o f R eco m m end atio n
All candidates are required to submit an academic letter of
recommendation, preferrably from a teacher, counselor or
school administrator. The letter can be submitted through the
Common Application or by using the Mills College application.
Additional letters of recommendation will also be considered.
Entrance Exam inatio ns
Mills College does not require the SAT or ACT to be considered
for admission.
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International applicants must satisfy the English Language
Proficiency Requirement, often achieved through completion of a
TOEFL, IELTS, ELS Certificate, or the Duolingo English Test (DET).
I nterview s
An on-campus interview with an admission counselor is
recommended as an opportunity for the College to become
acquainted with the applicant and for the applicant to get to know
the Mills College community. Students not able to visit campus
may request an interview through Skype or FaceTime.
Def errals / Gap Y ear
An admitted undergraduate student may request, in writing, to
delay entrance for up to one semester provided they do not take
any courses elsewhere. The $300 nonrefundable enrollment
deposit is required to hold a place in the class. If a student
defers, financial aid and/or merit scholarships are guaranteed to
carry over to the new delayed term.
Students wishing to take a gap year, will have application
materials held for a year, but will be reconsidered in the
subsequent application and merit scholarship review. Offers of
financial aid and/or merit scholarships are not guaranteed to
carry over beyond one concurrent semester.
Early A d m is s io n Op tio n
An early admission option is offered to students who have
exhausted the course offerings at the high school level and wish
to enter Mills after completing three years of secondary school.
Early admission candidates should follow the regular fall firstyear admission procedure. In addition, a letter from the principal
of the secondary school indicating course acceptance and
agreeing to award the high school diploma upon successful
completion of the first year at Mills must accompany the
student’s application. Please note that federal and state financial
aid is not available to students who have not completed high
school graduation requirements.
Ho m es cho o l
Mills welcomes homeschooled students to apply for admission by
following the first-year student admission requirements. In
addition, homeschooled students will need to submit official
results of the GED or the California High School Proficiency
Examination and two SAT subject tests. Contact the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions early in the application process to
discuss your academic background.
Vis iting Mills
Students considering Mills are always welcome to visit the
campus. Arrangements for a tour, information session, or class
visits, and, if desired, an overnight accommodation in a
residence hall, can be made by contacting the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions. In addition, special visit programs
are held throughout the academic year. Contact the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions for more information.
The Office of Admissions is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm; phone hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Interviews are
offered between 9:30 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
To contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions:
800.87.MILLS
510.430.2135 (for international or local students)
510.430.3298 (fax)
admission@mills.edu
back to top
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International Student Admission
Mills College welcomes applications from international students,
which includes applicants seeking a student visa or US citizens
living abroad. Mills College is authorized under federal law to
enroll non-immigrant students. Admissions is selective and is
based on a holistic review of the admissions application and the
required supporting documents.
All international applicants must submit the Common Application
or Mills College Application with a $50 application fee and the
credentials outlined in the Applying for Admission section.
Dead lines
November 1: Spring First-year and Transfer Admission
November 15: Fall First-year Early Action (non-binding)
January 15: Fall First-year Regular Decision
March 1: Fall Priority Transfer Admission
April 1: Fall Regular Transfer Admission
No tif icatio n
End of December: Early Action
Mid-March: Fall First-year Regular Decision and Priority
Transfer Admission
Mid-November: Spring Admission
Mid-April: Fall Regular Transfer Admission

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents
About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

All offers of admission are contingent upon the satisfactory
completion of classes in which the student is currently enrolled.
Trans crip ts / A cad em ic R eco rd s
A candidate must be eligible for a diploma from an approved
secondary school and should be recommended for admission by
their school. Students should submit certified copies of
secondary school records and of all internal and external test
results, college records, if any, and school certificates or
matriculation examination scores. Courses in progress must also
be included.

If the transcript is in a language other than English it must be
accompanied by a certified English translation. Applicants that
have college or university level classes are required to have an
official course-by-course evaluation done prior to admission by
one of the member organizations of the National Association of
Credential Evaluation Services (NACES.)
Le tte r of Re comme nda tion
All candidates are required to submit an academic letter of
recommendation, preferrably from a teacher, counselor or
school administrator. The letter can be submitted through the
Common Application or by using the Mills College
application. Additional letters of recommendation will also be
considered.
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Entrance Exam inatio ns
Mills College does not require the SAT or ACT to be considered
for admission.
Eng lis h Lang uag e P ro f iciency R eq uirem ent
Non-native English speakers or students who have been in a
non-English speaking culture for three or more years must show
proof of English language proficiency. Mills College accepts the
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS), the Duolingo English
Test (DET), the English Language School (ELS) Certificate or SAT
Critical Reading Test to satisfy the language proficiency
requirement.
Mills College accepts certain conditions to fulfill the English
Language Proficiency Requirement:
1. Minimum TOEFL score of 213 CBT or 80 IBT
2. Minimum SAT Critical Reading Test score of 600
3. Minimum ACT English and Reading subsection scores of
22
4. Minimum IELTS score of 6.5
5. Minimum IB English score of 4
6. Minimum AP English Language score of 3
7. English Language School (ELS) Certificate for Level 112
8. Minimum of three year’s attending an English speaking
secondary school or four-year college or university.
9. Completion of US transferable coursework equivalent to
English 1A (writing) and/or English 1B (literature) with a
grade of B or better
10. Successful completion of Education First (EF) C1 for
undergraduate study.
11. Minimum DET score of 60%
The College makes every effort to determine if a candidate is
able to do successful college-level work in English. If, after the
student arrives, it appears that they need additional help in
English, they may have to obtain the services of a tutor at
their own expense.
Co nd itio nal A d m is s io n
Conditional admission may be granted to students who have met
the program academic requirements but have not yet satisfied
the minimum English language proficiency requirement. This
admission condition is determined by the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions after a holistic review of all
application credentials.
Students admitted under conditional admission must enroll in an
English for Academic Programs course at an ELS Language
Center and complete the ELS Level 112 Certificate, or meet the
minimum TOEFL or IELTS requirements prior to enrolling at Mills.
Conditional admission is valid for up to one year. Students who
do not complete the language requirement in that time period
must re-apply. To learn more, please visit the ELS Language
Center.
I nterview s
We strongly recommend that international students take the
opportunity to get to know the college and their admission
counselor by scheduling an admissions interview. Interviews can
be done while visiting the college campus or can be scheduled
through Skype or FaceTime. To request an interview, email
admission@mills.edu.
Financial Statem ent
A Certification of Finances form and official supporting bank
documentation must be submitted prior to issuing an I-20 and
before enrollment. Per US government regulation, an
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/admission_international.php
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international applicant should have sufficient funds to meet the
costs of tuition, fees, and living expenses in the United States for
at least two years. Bank documentation must have an English
translation and show available funds in US dollars. Faxed and
photocopied materials are not considered official and will not be
accepted.
International students may be eligible for a Mills College merit
scholarship. The scholarship awards are based on academic
performance, and the application evaluation. Since these
scholarships do not meet the total cost of education and living
expenses, international students are expected to meet these
costs with their own funds. Unfortunately, international students
are not eligible for any other type of financial aid at Mills.
US government regulations prohibit students with an F-1 student
visa from off-campus employment. While the visa does allow for
on-campus employment, Mills College is, regrettably, unable to
offer on-campus jobs to international students.
Ob taining a s tud ent vis a and I -20
It is important for international students to follow US Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS) regulations. International
students must be in continuous full-time enrollment in order to
maintain their valid student visa status.
The I-20 (also known as the Certificate of Eligibility for
Nonimmigrant -F-1 Student Status) will be provided only after
the student has been offered admission, submitted a $300
nonrefundable enrollment deposit, and submitted the I-20
Request Form.
The I-20 Request Form allows for international applicants to
apply for an F-1 student visa to study in the United States. If the
student has attended another US institution just prior to enrolling
at Mills, they must complete the I-20 Transfer Request Form to
have their SEVIS record transferred to Mills. A student may not
obtain an I-20 from one institution and use it to attend another.
Def errals / Gap Y ear
An admitted undergraduate student may request, in writing, to
delay entrance for up to one semester provided they do not take
any courses elsewhere. The $300 nonrefundable enrollment
deposit is required to hold a place in the class. If a student
defers, merit scholarships are guaranteed to carry over to the
new delayed term. Students wishing to take a gap year, will have
application materials held, but will be reconsidered in the
subsequent application and merit scholarship review. Offers of
merit scholarships are not guaranteed to carry over beyond one
concurrent semester.
Vis iting Mills
Students considering Mills are always welcome to visit the
campus. Arrangements for a tour and information session, or
class visits, and, if desired, an overnight accommodation in a
residence hall, can be made by contacting the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions. In addition, special visit
programs are held throughout the academic year. Contact the
Office of Undergraduate Admissions for more information.
The Office of Admissions is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm; phone hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Interviews are
offered between 9:30 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
To contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions:
800.87.MILLS
510.430.2135 (for international or local students)
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510.430.3298 (fax)
admission@mills.edu
back to top
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Trans f er Stud ent A d m is s io ns
Mills College welcomes applications from domestic and
international students attending an accredited community
college, or four-year college for enrollment in our fall or spring
semesters. Admissions is selective and is based on a holistic
review of the admissions application and the supporting
documents.

About Mills

All transfer applicants must submit the Common Application or
Mills College Application with a $50 application fee and the
credentials outlined in the Applying for Admission section.

Advising and Registration

Dead lines
November 1: Spring First Year and Transfer Admission
March 1: Fall Priority Transfer Admission
April 1: Fall Regular Transfer Admission
No tif icatio n
Mid-March: Fall Priority Transfer Admission
Mid-April: Transfer Regular Admission
Mid-November: Spring Admission

Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
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Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
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Admission
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All offers of admission are contingent upon the satisfactory
completion of classes in which the student is currently enrolled.
Trans crip ts / A cad em ic R eco rd s
Students currently enrolled in college should submit a transcript
that includes all subjects completed and courses in progress. An
official transcript must be sent from each college attended. Up to
two years of a normal course load at an accredited community
or four-year college is acceptable for transfer and usually will
result in junior standing if all work is in the liberal arts
curriculum.
Not all course work taken at other colleges may be counted
toward fulfillment of the Mills major or degree requirements; this
will be determined by the Registrar in consultation with relevant
Mills academic departments. A preliminary evaluation of
transferable credit is provided upon admission.
Letter o f R eco m m end atio n
Students are required to submit one letter of recommendation
from a college instructor. The letter can be submitted through the
Common Application or the Mills application.
Seco nd ary Scho o l R eco rd
Applicants with fewer than 24 transferable units must submit an
official secondary school transcript with proof of high school
graduation. The General Education Development (GED) diploma
or state-approved high school graduation equivalency may be
substituted for the high school diploma. Applicants with an AA
degree, but without a secondary school diploma or equivalent,
may also be considered for admission.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/admission_transferring.php
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Entrance Exam inatio ns
Mills College does not require the SAT or ACT to be considered
for admission.
International transfer applicants must satisfy the English
Language Proficiency Requirement, often achieved through
completion of a TOEFL, IELTS, ELS Certificate, or the Duolingo
English Test (DET).
I nterview s
An admission interview with an admission counselor is
recommended as an opportunity for the College to become
acquainted with the applicant and to acquaint the applicant as
thoroughly as possible with Mills. Interviews are available on
campus or through Skype or FaceTime. Applicants may also
request an unofficial Credit Transfer Evaluation appointment.
Def errals
An admitted undergraduate student may request, in writing, to
delay entrance for up to one semester provided they do not take
any courses elsewhere. The $300 nonrefundable enrollment
deposit is required to hold a place in the class. If a student
defers, financial aid and/or merit scholarships are guaranteed to
carry over to the new concurrent term. Offers of financial aid
and/or merit scholarships are not guaranteed to carry over
beyond one concurrent semester.
Vis iting Mills
We highly encourage students considering Mills to visit the
campus. Arrangements for a tour and information session, or
class visits, and, if desired, an overnight accommodation in a
residence hall, can be made by contacting the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions. In addition, special visit programs
are held throughout the academic year. Contact the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions for more information.
The Office of Admission is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm; phone hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Interviews are
offered between 9:30 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
To contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions:
800.87.MILLS
510.430.2135 (for international or local students)
510.430.3298 (fax)
admission@mills.edu
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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First-Year Students
Mills College welcomes admission applications from students
interested in a rigorous academic environment and who exhibit
intellectual potential, strength of character, and a love of
learning. Admission to Mills College is selective and based on a
holistic review of the admissions application and required
supporting documents.
All first year applicants must submit the Common Application or
Mills College Application with a $50 application fee and the
credentials outlined in the Applying for Admission section.
Dead lines
November 1: Spring First Year and Transfer Admission
November 15: Fall First Year Early Action (non-binding)
January 15: Fall First Year Regular Decision
No tif icatio n
End of December: Fall First Year Early Action
Mid-March: Fall First Year Regular Decision
Mid-November: Spring Admission
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All offers of admission are contingent upon the satisfactory
completion of classes in which the student is currently enrolled.
Trans crip ts / A cad em ic R eco rd
Candidates must submit an official high school transcript that
includes courses in progress. All candidates must have a
secondary school diploma or be eligible for one from an
approved high school. Students with a General Educational
Development (GED) diploma or a state-approved high school
equivalency are also eligible for admission and must submit
official evidence of successful completion, in addition to the
official high school transcript from the last school attended.
Seco nd ary Scho o l R ep o rt
All candidates applying from secondary school should submit a
school report form to their guidance counselor, college advisor,
or principal. This can be submitted through the Common
Application or using Mills' secondary school report form.
Letter o f R eco m m end atio n
All candidates are required to submit an academic letter of
recommendation, preferrably from a teacher, counselor or
school administrator. The letter can be submitted through the
Common Application or by using the Mills College application.
Additional letters of recommendation will also be considered.
Entrance Exam inatio ns
Mills College does not require the SAT or ACT to be considered
for admission.

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/admission_first_year.php

1/3

4/27/2017

Mills College - Undergraduate Catalog Admission First Year

International applicants must satisfy the English Language
Proficiency Requirement, often achieved through completion of a
TOEFL, IELTS, ELS Certificate, or the Duolingo English Test (DET).
I nterview s
An on-campus interview with an admission counselor is
recommended as an opportunity for the College to become
acquainted with the applicant and for the applicant to get to know
the Mills College community. Students not able to visit campus
may request an interview through Skype or FaceTime.
Def errals / Gap Y ear
An admitted undergraduate student may request, in writing, to
delay entrance for up to one semester provided they do not take
any courses elsewhere. The $300 nonrefundable enrollment
deposit is required to hold a place in the class. If a student
defers, financial aid and/or merit scholarships are guaranteed to
carry over to the new delayed term.
Students wishing to take a gap year, will have application
materials held for a year, but will be reconsidered in the
subsequent application and merit scholarship review. Offers of
financial aid and/or merit scholarships are not guaranteed to
carry over beyond one concurrent semester.
Early A d m is s io n Op tio n
An early admission option is offered to students who have
exhausted the course offerings at the high school level and wish
to enter Mills after completing three years of secondary school.
Early admission candidates should follow the regular fall firstyear admission procedure. In addition, a letter from the principal
of the secondary school indicating course acceptance and
agreeing to award the high school diploma upon successful
completion of the first year at Mills must accompany the
student’s application. Please note that federal and state financial
aid is not available to students who have not completed high
school graduation requirements.
Ho m es cho o l
Mills welcomes homeschooled students to apply for admission by
following the first-year student admission requirements. In
addition, homeschooled students will need to submit official
results of the GED or the California High School Proficiency
Examination and two SAT subject tests. Contact the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions early in the application process to
discuss your academic background.
Vis iting Mills
Students considering Mills are always welcome to visit the
campus. Arrangements for a tour, information session, or class
visits, and, if desired, an overnight accommodation in a
residence hall, can be made by contacting the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions. In addition, special visit programs
are held throughout the academic year. Contact the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions for more information.
The Office of Admissions is open Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm; phone hours are 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Interviews are
offered between 9:30 am and 4:00 pm, Monday through Friday.
To contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions:
800.87.MILLS
510.430.2135 (for international or local students)
510.430.3298 (fax)
admission@mills.edu
back to top
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Due Before Enrollment
Enro llm ent Dep o s it
A nonrefundable enrollment deposit of $300 is required of all
entering undergraduate students by May 1 or within two weeks
of the date of the admission letter, whichever is later. The fee will
be applied toward the first payment of tuition and fees, and is
nonrefundable.
Final Trans crip t
Final secondary school or college transcripts must be submitted
to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions by July 1 for fall
enrolling students and January 10 for spring enrolling students.
Transcripts of summer session work should be forwarded to the
Registrars Office as soon as they are available.
These results must be received before a student will be allowed
to enroll or before financial aid funds will be disbursed. Students
may not be allowed to enroll if their final documents are not on
file at Mills.
All offers of admission are contingent upon maintenance of the
standard of performance on which admission was based.

Undergraduate Catalog
Table of Contents
About Mills
Academic Requirements
Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
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Certifcate Programs
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Admission
Expenses
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Def errals
An admitted undergraduate student may request, in writing, to
delay entrance for up to one semester provided they do not take
any courses elsewhere. The $300 nonrefundable enrollment
deposit is required to hold a place in the class. If a student
defers, merit scholarships are guaranteed to carry over to the
new delayed term. Student’s wishing to take a gap year will have
application materials held, but will be reconsidered in the
subsequent application pool. Offers of merit scholarships are not
guaranteed to carry over beyond one concurrent semester.
R o o m and Bo ard A g reem ent
Students who will live in campus housing are required to submit
a housing application and a one-time nonrefundable application
fee of $250.00 by posted deadlines.
Co lleg e Cred it f o r W o rk Co m p leted P rio r to Enro llm ent
Please refer to Academic Regulations for policies regarding
course credit for work completed prior to enrollment, including
Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB),
national examinations, and the College-Level Examination
Program (CLEP). A maximum of 24 semester credits of combined
AP, IB and high school-credited college course credits will be
accepted toward the Mills bachelor's degree. Official score
reports or examination results are required for college credit.
AP, IB, national examinations, and CLEP must be submitted to
the Office of Undergraduate Admissions by July 1 for fall
enrolling students and January 10 for spring enrolling students.
©2017 Mills College. All Rights Reserved. | Home | Terms of Use | Policies | Directions | Contact Us
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Tuitio n and Fees
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Academic Regulations
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Transfer Credit
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Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs

2017–18 Und erg rad uate Tuitio n and Fees
Students must pay in full or arrange payment via a payment
plan for all semester charges (minus applicable financial aid) by
August 1, 2017, for the fall semester and January 2, 2018, for
the spring semester. Students are responsible for monitoring
their account balance and for verifying payments regardless of
who is handling the finances.

Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

Charges that are incurred after the term begins are added to the
student account when the action occurs and are due
immediately. The College reserves the right to change fees at
the beginning of any semester.
Full-Tim e Und erg rad uate Tuitio n and Fees
Semester

Academic Year

Tuition1

$22,382.50 $44,765

ASMC Fee 2

$100

$200

AC Transit Fee 3

$64.50

$129

Campus Comprehensive Fee 4 $571

$1,142

Student Health Plan5

$2,235

$1,117.50

P art-Tim e Und erg rad uate Tuitio n and Fees
Semester

Academic Year

Per Credit1

$1,865

Varies

ASMC Fee 2

$100

$200

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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AC Transit Fee 3

$64.50

$129

Campus Comprehensive Fee 4

$571

$1,142

Student Health Plan5

$1,117.50

$2,235

A ud ito r Fees
Full-time students are not charged for auditing classes. Part-time
Mills students are charged $500 per audited course. Non-Mills
students are charged $750 per audited course, including
alumnae auditors.
1 Tuitio n

Students enrolled in 12 - 18 credits will be charged the full-time
tuition rate. Students enrolled in fewer than 12 credits will be
charged the per-course-credit rate. Students enrolled over 18
credits will be charged the full-time rate plus the overload fee
per .25 credits above 18 credits.
Students enrolled in a SASS approved reduced course load are
charged tuition per the 2017-18 Undergraduate Tuition and Fees
charts above and are subject to the standard Billing and
Payments Policy and Tuition and Fees Adjustment Policy. Such
students are therefore encouraged to establish reduced course
loads prior to the first day of the semester.
2 A SMC

Fee
The Associated Students of Mills College (ASMC) collects this fee
to support student activities. This fee cannot be waived or
petitioned.
3AC

Trans it Fee
The ASMC voted to participate in the Alameda-Contra Costa
Transit EasyPass program, which allows all undergraduate
students an unlimited bus pass. Students are charged this fee in
exchange for the bus pass. This fee cannot be waived or
petitioned.
4 Cam p us

Co m p rehens ive Fee
The Campus Comprehensive Fee supports basic medical services
at the Mills Student Health Center, the technology infrastructure,
and some public safety services such as the Mills shuttle. Each
Mills student is allowed use of the Mills shuttle. The Campus
Comprehensive Fee cannot be waived or petitioned.
5 Stud ent

Health P lan

Fall semester insurance coverage runs from August 15–January
14. Spring semester insurance coverage runs from January 15–
August 14.
The Mills Student Health Plan consists of medical coverage
provided by Aetna and dental insurance provided by MetLife.
All Mills students are required to waive or enroll in a the Student
Health Plan each fall term during open enrollment, July 1–August
31 for the fall semester or December 1–January 31 for the spring
semester. Any student who does not waive or enroll in the
Student Health Plan will be charged a $150 late fee.
Students returning from study abroad, a leave of absence or
who are readmitted or reinstated to Mills must waive or
enroll during open enrollment of the semester they return to
Mills. Students who are readmitted/reinstated after open
enrollment closes must contact the Manager of Wellness and
Community Outreach in the Division of Student Life.
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If a student's health insurance provider changes, they must
submit new insurance information with their new health
insurance provider's coverage information to the director of
wellness and community outreach in the Division of Student Life
within 30 days of the change.
Students who have a waiver on file and wish to reverse it due to
loss of coverage may submit a Student Health Plan
Enrollment/Change form to the director of wellness and
community outreach in the Division of Student Life. The date of
enrollment will be the day following the termination date from
the prior plan. Students who enroll for coverage in the fall term
after September 11 or in the spring term after February 15 will
pay the prorated appropriate semester health plan charge, which
will be prorated. Waiver reversals may be submitted anytime
throughout the year.
Dependent Rates*
The student must be enrolled in the student health plan to be
eligible to add dependents or partner/spouse coverage.
Semester Annual
Partner/spouse $1,117.50 $2,235
Child/each

$1,117.50 $2,235

*All rates are in addition to the Student Health Plan charge and
will be assessed to the student's account. Dependent coverage
includes medical through Aetna only. Dental is not included.
R ed uced Tuitio n P ro g ram
Seniors needing no more than 8 credits to fulfill all remaining
graduation requirements may be eligible for reduced tuition.
Eligibility requirements are outlined in the Graduation section of
this catalog. A maximum of two courses for a maximum of 8
credits may be completed through the Reduced Tuition program
at a reduced rate of $850 per credit. Additional courses may be
taken as audit and are charged the $500 per course audit fee.
Students will be charged mandatory fees including ASMC, AC
Transit, Student Health Plan and Campus Comprehensive.
Sum m er Tuitio n and Fees
Mills offers a limited number of courses and academic
opportunities for programs during the summer. Tuition rates and
administrative fees for summer terms can be found in
the Summer Tuition page.
Billing and P aym ents
Billing Statem ents
Registered students will receive an electronic bill one month prior
to the payment deadline for each semester. New and continuing
students who have not registered will receive an estimated bill
based on their designated enrollment status.
eBilling enables students to view, print, and download their billing
statements from the web. Students may authorize any third
party to receive a copy of their eBill by creating an authorized
user account, which permits Mills College to release information
regarding their student account to parents, spouses, and other
designated individuals.
Students and authorized users are notified by email when an
eBill is available for viewing. Paper bills are only mailed if special
arrangements are made with Student Accounts. A writen request
will need to be made to stuaccts@mills.edu. There will be a $25
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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per semester per address charge for requesting paper bills. The
charge will appear on the student's account.
Students who take a leave of absence from the College and who
have an outstanding balance will be billed within 50 days of their
official leave of absence date. Students who have withdrawn
from the College and who have an outstanding balance will be
billed by Mills College Collections.
P aym ent P o licy
Students must pay in full or make satisfactory payment
arrangements by August 1, 2017, for the fall semester and
January 2, 2018, for the spring semester. Satisfactory payment
arrangements means that a student has made and documented
arrangements to pay a remaining balance. This may include
payment in full, an approved and current monthly payment plan,
awarded and accepted grants and scholarships, accepted student
loans for which all requirements have been completed, approved
and certified private or PLUS loans, and/or documented outside
scholarships or other outside monetary benefits. Students are
responsible for monitoring their account balance and for
verifying payments regardless of who is handling the finances.
Charges that are incurred after the term begins are added to the
student account when the action occurs and are due
immediately. The College reserves the right to change fees prior
to the start of instruction of any semester.
2017-2018 P aym ent Dead lines & Other I m p o rtant Dates

Fall Semester

Spring
Semester

Bills are sent to students

June 30, 2017

November 20,
2017

Payment or Satisfactory
Payment Arrangements due

August 1,
2017

January 2,
2018

Second Bill sent with late fee
charged

August 2,
2017

January 3,
2018

Students with unpaid accounts
are dropped from their courses

August 9,
2017

January 10,
2018

Dropped students can clear
accounts with guarantee of
maintaining original course
schedule

August 10,
2017 through
August 17,
2017

January 11,
2018 through
January 12,
2017

Last day to clear accounts

September
13, 2017

January 31,
2018

P aym ents in Full
Students wishing to pay their tuition and fees in full can pay by
cash, check, foreign currency bank transfer, wire transfer, or
electronically through a checking or savings account. Payments
by electronic checking or savings accounts can be made
online. All fees are payable in US dollars.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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P aym ents b y I ns tallm ent
Students who prefer to pay their balance in installments may set
up a monthly payment plan online through the Mills Portal. Each
semester, students pay an enrollment fee and then equal
monthly installments, by automatic bank withdrawal, check,
cash, or credit card. All fees are payable in US dollars. Students
who do not meet the installment payment deadlines may be
assessed a late payment fee each month.
Late P aym ents
Accounts with past due balances are subject to late payment
fees of up to $250 per term. Students are provided with a grace
period following the payment deadline. Students who have not
made satisfactory payment arrangements by the end of the
grace period will be dropped from their classes and will not be
allowed to occupy on-campus housing.
A hold may be placed on a student's account for overdue
balances. This hold will prevent students from accessing services
such as registration, ordering transcripts, and receiving their
diploma or certificate. Students' accounts must be paid in full
before a diploma, transcript, or certificate can be issued.
Students on leave of absence or with In-Absentia Thesis InProgress, or Dissertation In-Progress status who do not pay their
outstanding balance by the due date on their first bill will be
assessed a semester late fee that starts at $25 and increases by
$25 increments, e.g., $25, $50, $75, etc. All College services,
including transcripts and readmission, will be withheld until the
student account is paid in full.
R eco vering f ro m Late P aym ent
Students who were dropped from their courses due to unpaid
balances still have the opportunity to resolve their student
account and be cleared to re-register prior to the add/drop
deadline. Students must pay in full or make satisfactory
payment arrangements in order to clear their student account.
Once the account is resolved, the related hold(s) will be removed
and the student will be cleared to register in classes.
A d m inis trative W ithd raw al
All students not registered, including those who were dropped
from their classes due to unpaid balances, are subject to the
Administrative Withdrawal policy, available here.
Tuitio n and Fees A d jus tm ent P o licy
Leave o f A b s ence o r W ithd raw al
All students considering a leave of absence or withdrawal should
refer to the Leave of Absence and Withdrawal sections in the
Academic Regulations part of this catalog for the official
procedure. All financial aid recipients considering a leave of
absence or withdrawal should also review the Return of Federal,
State, and Institutional Financial Aid Policy in the Financial Aid
section of this catalog.
The leave of absence/withdrawal date is the date the student
provides notification to the Division of Student Life of their intent
to take a leave of absence or withdraw from the College. Once a
student has completed the procedure for a leave of absence or
withdrawal from the College, a tuition adjustment will be applied
to their student account which, in turn, may or may not result in
a refund to the student. A student will receive a refund only if
there is a credit balance on the student's account after the tuition
adjustment has been made and after federal, institutional,
and/or state financial aid has been returned to the programs,
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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according to the Return of Federal, State, and Institutional
Financial Aid Policy.
No mandatory fees, such as the campus comprehensive fee,
ASMC fee, AC Transit fee, and installment fees if enrolled in a
payment plan, will be credited as of the first day of instruction.
Tuition charges will be adjusted as follows:
Of f icial Date
of
A d jus tm ent
No tif icatio n
Before first
day of
instruction

All tuition charges and fees credited 100%
Enrollment deposit is forfeited.

First day of
instruction
through
add/drop
deadline

Credited 90% of tuition charges only.
Mandatory fees will not be credited and
the enrollment deposit is forfeited.
The Student Health Plan charge will be
credited 100% only if neither the student
nor their dependents (if dependent
coverage is purchased) have used any
health services.

After
add/drop
deadline

No credit of any tuition or fees including
the Student Health Plan charge.
Enrollment deposit is forfeited.

This policy is only for tuition and fees related to your
registration. Residential students who take a leave of absence or
withdraw from the College will be released from their housing
agreement once their leave is filed, they have moved out of
housing and turned in all their keys. Their costs will be prorated
based on the night all keys have been returned and move out
confirmed (see Deposits and Refunds). A credit for housing and
dining will be calculated for the remainder of the semester based
on a nightly rate
Chang e in Enro llm ent Status
Full-time students who drop from full-time to part time, part-time
students who reduce credits or drop courses, or students taking
overload credits who drop credits will have their tuition charges
adjusted according to the below schedule. Financial Aid may also
be adjusted to reflect a change in enrollment status. Students
should consult with a financial aid counselor before changing
their enrollment status. This adjustment may or may not result in
a refund to the student. The change in enrollment status may
also impact the student's ability to meet the satisfactory
academic progress requirements to maintain financial aid
eligibility for future semesters.
The campus comprehensive fee, ASMC fee, AC Transit and
Student Health Insurance fees are not prorated for part-time
status.
Of f icial Date o f
Chang e
Before first day of
instruction

A d jus tm ent
Credited 100% of tuition
charges associated with the
reduction of credits

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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First day of instruction
through add/drop
deadline

Credited 80% of tuition charges
associated with the reduction of
credits

After add/drop
deadline

No credit

back to top
Billing f o r A cad em ic Op p o rtunities Of f Cam p us
Domestic Exchange
Mills students participating in the domestic exchange program
pay Mills' full-time tuition, fees, room, and board. Students must
pay or arrange payment by the regular payment deadline of
August 1, for fall or January 2 for spring.
Students participating in the domestic exchange program from
another institution pay their home institution's full-time tuition,
fees, room, and board. These students should contact their home
institution for payment deadlines.
Domestic Visit
Mills students participating in the domestic visit program will
have the invoice for tuition and housing sent by the domestic
visit program to the M Center. The M Center will pay the program
directly. The amount billed by the program is posted to the
student's account and a bill with the payment deadline will be
sent to the student. If the student does not end up participating
in the program, and Mills has already paid the program, the
charge will remain on the student's account. In this case, the
student should contact her specific program to determine if she
is eligible for any adjustment to her program charges. Students
going on domestic visit are not required to meet the August
1, for fall or January 2, for spring, payment deadlines. However,
students who typically pay their charges through installments are
encouraged to set up a monthly payment plan online and begin
making payments based on the estimated costs provided by the
program. Once the bill is received, the student's payment plan
budget can be adjusted to reflect the actual program costs.
Students attending Mills under the domestic visit program will be
billed by their home institution for Mills tuition, fees, room and
board. These students should contact their home institution for
payment deadlines.
International Exchange
Mills students participating in the international exchange program
pay Mills' full-time tuition, ASMC fee, room, and in some cases,
board. Students must pay or arrange payment by the regular
payment deadline of August 1, for fall or January 2, for spring.
Students attending Mills under the international exchange
program will be billed by their home institution for Mills tuition,
fees, room and board. These students should contact their home
institution for payment deadlines.
Study Abroad
Mills students participating in study abroad can expect the
invoice for tuition and housing to be sent by the study abroad
program to the M Center. The M Center will pay the program
directly. The amount billed by the program is posted to the
student's account and a bill with the payment deadline will be
sent to the student. If the student does not end up participating
in the program and Mills has already paid the program, the
charge will remain on the student's account. In this case, the
student should contact her specific program to determine if she
is eligible for any adjustment to her program charges. Students
going on study abroad are not required to meet the August 1 or
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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January 2 payment deadlines. However, students who typically
pay their charges through installments are encouraged to set up
a monthly payment plan online and begin making payments
based on the estimated costs provided by the program. Once the
bill is received, the student's payment plan budget can be
adjusted to reflect the actual program costs.
back to top
Sp ecial Co urs e Fees and A d d itio nal P ro g ram Co s ts
A rt (Stud io )
An additional studio fee is required for each studio art class. The
fee varies for each area of concentration ($125–$300). If a
student drops by the add deadline a class that has a studio fee,
the fee will be reversed; otherwise, the fee will remain on the
student's account.
Bo o k A rt
Book art studio fees range from $100–$250. If a student drops a
studio class by the add deadline the fee will be reversed;
otherwise, the fee will remain on the student's account.
Dance
Dance majors should expect to incur additional costs related to
performances and their senior recital. Contact the department
for additional information. All undergraduate dance majors and
minors are charged a $150 a semester Wellness fee. Non-Dance
major and minor students registered in a Repertory Dance
Company course are also charged a $150 Wellness fee.
Mus ic
Individual instruction fees, which are in addition to the course
credit fee, provide for 14 hours of lessons for voice and
insruments, and 7 hours for composition lessons. Fees range
from $700–$2,000, depending on the instructor. A list of
instructors and their fees is available from the Music Department.
Practice rooms may be rented for $60* per semester.
P hys ical Ed ucatio n
PE Course fees charged upon registration: Healthy Eating $40,
Intro to Sports Medicine $10. If a student drops a class by the
add deadline, Mills will reverse the fee; otherwise, the fee will
remain on the student's account.
Fees paid to outside vendors: Sailing class has a fee payable to
City of Oakland $35. American Red Cross charges fees ranging
from $50 to $150 for courses such as First Aid/ CPR-AED,
Lifeguard Training, and Water Safety Instructor. Equestrian
classes have a fee payable to the stables (Historically, fees have
been around $450, future fees to be determined by new
stables). Fees payable to outside vendors are subject to the
vendor's refund policy.
back to top
Other A d m inis trative Fees and Charg es
Late Fees 1
Late Add, Drop, or Withdrawal up to $250
Late Emergency Loan
Repayment

$25

Late Health Plan Waiver

$150

Late Payment (Aug. 1/Jan. 2)

up to $250

Late Payment Plan Payment

$50

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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Other Fees
Credit by Examination Fee

$300

Housing Damage Charge

Variable

"In Absentia" Fee

$300

Overload Fee

$850/credit

Payment Plan Enrollment Fee

3% of balance up to
$300/semester

Reinstatement Processing Fee $150
Returned Payment Charge 2

$35

Returned eRefund

$35

Reissued Refund Check

$20

Traffic Fine

Variable

1 Late

Fees
Any late fees that are reversed due to a student's status
changing from active to inactive may be reinstated if the student
becomes active again.
2 R eturned

P aym ent Charg e
There is a charge for each returned payment. After a payment is
returned, the College will only accept payment via guaranteed
funds (cash, cashier's check, money order, or electronic
transfer) for one calendar year.
back to top
Financial P etitio ns
The Financial Petition Committee reviews all petitions that relate
to the late payment fee, late registration fee, and tuition
adjustments related to leave of absences or withdrawals.
Petitions must be submitted to the M Center in writing during the
semester in which the charge has been assessed or it will not be
reviewed. Students may not re-petition the same charge once a
decision has been made unless new information is presented.
The Financial Petition form is available online.
Late health plan waiver fee petitions are available through the
Health Programs Office in the Division of Student Life.
Traffic fines must be appealed directly to Public Safety.
back to top
R ef und s
If there is a credit balance on a student's account, a refund may
be issued.
Credit balances resulting from financial aid disbursements will be
refunded automatically without a request from the student.
Refunds generated by a Federal Direct Parent PLUS Loan will be
issued as a paper check to the parent borrower unless the
parent specifies that the refund should be issued to the student.
Credit balances resulting from cash, check, or payroll/stipend
overpayments will be refunded to students upon written request
to stuaccts@mills.edu. The College reserves the right to hold a
refund resulting from a check overpayment for 14 days. Credit
balances resulting from credit card transactions will be credited
back to the original card and are not refundable in the form of a
check.
Financial aid for students participating in a Mills-approved
international visit, domestic visit, international exchange, or
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/undergraduate_expenses.php# tuition
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domestic exchange program is disbursed upon receipt of
enrollment verification from the program. Refunds resulting from
the disbursement of financial aid will be issued at this time.
Students who would like their refund deposited directly into their
bank account can enroll in eRefund in the portal. Paper checks
are issued and mailed by the Finance Office. Electronic and
paper refunds are issued weekly. A fee is charged to the student
account for any refunds that are returned due to inaccurate bank
account information or reissued due to non-receipt.
Tuition adjustments caused by an official leave of absence,
withdrawal, or change in enrollment status may or may not
result in a refund to the student. Please review the Tuition and
Fees Adjustment Policy for detailed information.
back to top
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For Information regarding the Housing Fee, click here.
R es id ential R ates f o r the 2017–18 R es id ence A g reem ent

Op tio n

Sem es ter
R ate

R ate f o r
A cad em ic
Y ear

Single Room

$3,463

$6,926

Double Room
(two occupants, per person)

$3,050

$6,100

Super Single Room
$4,284
(double room with only one occupant)

$8,568

Single Room in Two-Bedroom Suite

$8,710

$4,355

Larsen House (participation in shared $4,574 +
$9,148 +
Community Supported Agriculture Box $62 fee for $124 fee for
program is required)
CSA Box
CSA Box
Ross House

$4,574

$9,148

Prospect Hill Apartments

$4,574

$9,148

Courtyard Townhouses
- Joan Danforth House
- Vivian Stephenson House
- Clare Springs House
(nine-month agreement)

$4,753

$9,506

Underwood Apartments
(ten-month agreement)

$8,889

$17,778

Rates
Dining Dollars
Application Fees and
Refunds
Occupancy Periods
Move In
Room Draw
Move Out
Residential Life
Staff
FAQs
Contact Information
Housing Management &
Dining Services (HMDS)
Sage Hall, Room 138
P: 510.430.2127
F: 510.430.2155
E: housing@mills.edu

Residential rates for 2017–18 include the use of laundry
equipment.
Meal P lan R ates f o r the 2017–18 R es id ence A g reem ent
P lan

Sem es ter R ate R ate f o r A cad em ic Y ear

10-Plus Plan $3,215

$6,429

15-Plus Plan $3,099

$6,198

12-Meal Plan $2,933

$5,865

Meal plans are required for residents living in Ethel Moore, Lynn
Townsend White, Mary Morse, Orchard Meadow, and Warren
Olney Halls.

https://www.mills.edu/campus_life/housing/rates.php
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R es id ential R ates f o r Sum m er 2017
Op tio ns

R ate f o r Full
Sum m er*

Courtyard Townhouses (three-month
summer agreement)

$3,172

Underwood Apartments (two-month summer
$3,560
agreement)
* Summer 2017 rates may be prorated for partial-summer stays.
Summer 2017 rates include the use of laundry equipment.
Summer housing is only available to students who will live in
summer housing for at least 21 consecutive nights. At least 21
nights' notice must be given by students planning to move out
mid-summer. Priority is given to full-summer applicants. Summer
residents must meet at least one of the following criteria:
Enrolled in summer class(es)
Working on campus over the summer (must have a
faculty or staff sponsor)
Lived in the Courtyard Townhouses or the Underwood
Apartments in spring 2017 and will once again live in one
of these spaces in fall 2017
The two-month summer "rollover" agreement is required for
residents of the Underwood Apartments who plan to stay for the
following academic year.
Summer housing is not covered by financial aid.
Meal P lans
10-P lus P lan
10 meals per week, to be used at the Founders Commons
Dining Room.
$500 in Points per semester, which must be used by the
check-out day of each semester.
Points can be used at any of the campus dining facilities.
Weekly meal counts reset every Wednesday at 2:00 am.
15-P lus P lan
15 meals per week, to be used at the Founders Commons
Dining Room.
$250 in Points per semester, which must be used by the
check-out day of each semester.
Points can be used at any of the campus dining facilities.
Weekly meal counts reset every Wednesday at 2:00 am.
12-Meal P lan
12 meals per week, to be used at the Founders Commons
Dining Room.
No Points associated with this plan.
Weekly meal counts reset every Wednesday at 2:00 am.
I m p o rtant No tes
The 10-, and 15-Plus Plans are designed for students who
want to eat meals in the traditional all-you-can-eat dining
room, but also want flexibility with Points. With these plans
students can use their Points at any time in the Tea Shop
or the Founders Commons Dining Room.
Each semester, students may revise their meal plan
choices up to one week (seven days) after the start of

https://www.mills.edu/campus_life/housing/rates.php
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classes. After this date students may buy "up" to a higher
plan, but not "down" from any plan.
Mills Points, which can be used at any time in any of the
campus dining facilities, can be added to any plan. Points
may be purchased at the HMDS office using cash, check,
money order, or credit card.
Meal A cco m m o d atio ns f o r R elig io us Ob s ervance
Dining Services strives to design menus and meal offerings that
meet the diverse needs of our students, staff, and faculty. For
individuals on the meal plan whose religious observance requires
a special diet during holidays, please contact Housing
Management and Dining Services at dining@mills.edu so we can
best accommodate your needs. It is our regular practice to label
the dishes we serve so individuals can make informed choices
about their selections. While we are currently unable to provide
Halal meats or Kosher kitchen facilities, we aim to offer a variety
of foods that might satisfy your needs as you observe your
spiritual and religious practices.
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General I nf o rm atio n

About Mills

Merit-Bas ed Mills Scho lars hip s f o r Entering Stud ents

Academic Requirements

Need -Bas ed Scho lars hip s and Grants
State and Fed eral Stud ent A id
Stud ent Lo ans
Stud ent Em p lo ym ent
R ules and R eg ulatio ns
General I nf o rm atio n
How to Apply for Need-Based Financial Aid
Aid Application Forms and Deadlines
Mills College offers a comprehensive financial aid program of
scholarships, grants, loans, and part-time employment to
achieve several goals: to assist excellent scholars who could not
otherwise afford to attend Mills, to enhance the existing cultural
and economic diversity of the College, and to increase the
opportunities for higher education available to low-income
students.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

In 2016–17 the College awarded over $19.7 million in
scholarships from its own funds. Over 90 percent of Mills
students receive assistance directly from the College. In
addition, many students also receive assistance from federal and
state aid programs, civic groups, private foundations, and other
charitable organizations. While most grants and scholarships are
awarded based on demonstrated financial need, others are
based solely on academic achievement, ability, and promise.
From all sources, 92 percent of our undergraduate students
received more than $31.7 million in aid in 2016–17. An
installment payment plan and a federal parent loan program are
also available to assist students in meeting educational
expenses.
The M Center makes financial aid decisions each spring for firstyear and transfer applicants who are admitted for the upcoming
fall semester. Financial aid decisions for the spring semester are
made later in the year. Applications from continuing
undergraduates are reviewed once spring grades have been
submitted to ensure that students have met the financial aid
satisfactory academic progress standards. Appeals of financial
aid decisions can be made to the Financial Aid Appeals
Committee in the M Center.
Ho w to A p p ly f o r Need -Bas ed Financial A id
To be considered for all financial aid programs administered by
Mills, including institutional scholarships, students must file the
applicable forms listed by the deadlines shown.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/financial_aid.php#General
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These forms may be obtained from high schools and colleges,
online, or directly from the M Center.
A id A p p licatio n Fo rm s and Dead lines
Fall A p p licants

Typ e o f
A p p licant
Firs tY ear

Trans f er

A p p licatio n Fo rm

A p p ly
By

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)
The Fed eral Scho o l Co d e f o r Mills
Co lleg e is 001238

Feb.
15

Cal Grant GPA Verification Form (CA
residents only)

Mar. 2

Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)
The Fed eral Scho o l Co d e f o r Mills
Co lleg e is 001238

Mar. 2

Cal Grant GPA Verification Form (CA
residents only who do not currently have
a Cal Grant)
Note: Submit form to most recently
attended college, not to Mills.

Mar. 2

Sp ring A p p licants
Typ e o f
A p p licant
Firs tY ear

Trans f er

A p p licatio n Fo rm

A p p ly By

Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)
The Fed eral Scho o l Co d e
f o r Mills Co lleg e is
001238

Nov. 1 (CA residents
applying for a Cal
Grant must file
FAFSA by Mar. 2)

Cal Grant GPA Verification
Form (CA residents only)

Mar. 2 of the year
preceding spring
term

Free Application for
Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA)
The Fed eral Scho o l Co d e
f o r Mills Co lleg e is
001238

Nov. 1 (CA residents
applying for a Cal
Grant must file
FAFSA by Mar. 2)

Cal Grant GPA Verification
Form (CA residents only
who do not currently have
a Cal Grant)
Note: Submit form to most
recently attended college,
not to Mills.

Mar. 2 of the year
preceding spring
term

Co ntinuing and R eturning Stud ents
Fo rm s
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/financial_aid.php#General
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R eq uired

A p p ly

Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA)

Mar. 2

Cal Grant GPA Verification Form (CA residents only)

Mar. 2

Verification Worksheet and IRS Tax Return
Transcript(s)

May 15

Students selected for verification after filing the
FAFSA must submit to the M Center a Verification
Worksheet. In most instances, students selected for
verification must also submit IRS Tax Return
Transcripts for the student and/or parent(s) unless
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool on the FAFSA is used to
transfer tax data from the IRS to the FAFSA after
federal tax returns have been filed. Copies of federal
tax returns do not meet this federal government
documentation requirement.
Dependent students selected for verification must
submit IRS Tax Return Transcripts for the student
and parent(s).
Independent students selected for verification must
submit IRS Tax Return Transcripts for the student
(and spouse, if applicable).

Application forms and deadlines (subject to annual change) for
continuing undergraduates may be obtained online or directly
from the M Center each January for aid consideration for the
next academic year.
back to top
Merit-Bas ed Mills Scho lars hip s f o r Entering Stud ents
General Information
Trustee Scholarships
Presidential, Provost, Faculty, and Eucalyptus Scholarships
Dean's Scholarships
Osher Scholarships
Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships
Alpha Gamma Sigma Scholarship
Science Awards
International Students
General I nf o rm atio n
Financial aid based solely on merit is awarded upon entrance to
Mills. Awards are renewed on the basis of satisfactory academic
progress and, in the case of some scholarships, contingent on
continued studies in music or science. There is no requirement to
file a financial aid application for renewal of merit-based financial
aid. Scholarship aid is applied to College fees in two equal
installments—one-half at the beginning of each semester. The
College reserves the right to remove or adjust financial aid at
any time if the recipient's personal or academic record is
unsatisfactory, if her financial resources change, or if she fails to
complete all requirements for disbursement of her aid in a timely
manner.
Financial aid recipients who withdraw for any reason are subject
to the College's Tuition and Fees Adjustment Policy and Return of
Federal, State, and Institutional Financial Aid Policy.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/financial_aid.php#General
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Janet L. Ho lm g ren P res id ential Scho lars hip s
The Janet L. Holmgren Presidential Scholarship recognizes
undergraduate and graduate students selected for academic
merit and promise as leaders, while honoring President Emerita
Janet L. Holmgren's 20 years of leadership of Mills College. Five
awards are made each year to entering first-year, transfer, and
graduate students, with the awards ranging from $4,000–
$10,000 each ($2,000–$5,000 per semester), depending on
financial need. These scholarships are renewable annually as
long as the recipient has documented financial need, maintains
full-time enrollment, and continues to satisfy the financial aid
academic progress standards. Students must submit a FAFSA to
be considered for this scholarship.
A California resident who is also awarded a Cal Grant may have
a portion of her merit scholarship reduced to remain in
compliance with government student aid regulations.
P res id ential, P ro vo s t, Faculty, and Eucalyp tus Scho lars hip s
These scholarship programs recognize entering fall-term firstyear students who have demonstrated scholastic achievement.
These scholarships are awarded up to $26,000 each to contribute
toward tuition charges of full-time first-year students. These
awards, based on merit, are renewable annually as long as the
recipient maintains full-time enrollment and satisfactory
academic progress for financial aid. Eligibility is limited to a
maximum of eight semesters. To qualify for consideration, a
student must apply for admission by February 1. There are no
special applications for these scholarships.
A California resident who is also awarded a Cal Grant may have
a portion of her merit scholarship reduced to remain in
compliance with government student aid regulations.
Dean's Scho lars hip s
The Dean's Scholarship Program recognizes entering transfer
students who have demonstrated outstanding scholastic
achievement, leadership ability, and/or significant contributions
to their previous educational institutions or community. Dean's
Scholarships are awarded up to $17,000 each to contribute
toward the tuition charges of full-time transfer students entering
in the fall semester. Dean's Scholarships are supported in part by
the Dawn Marie Simms Scholarship Fund. These awards, based
on merit, are renewable annually as long as the recipient
maintains full-time enrollment and satisfactory academic
progress for financial aid. The number of semesters of eligibility
for transfer students is established by the initial graduation date
defined by the M Center upon entrance to Mills. There is no
special application for this scholarship.
A California resident who is also awarded a Cal Grant may have
a portion of her merit scholarship reduced to remain in
compliance with government student aid regulations.
back to top
Os her Scho lars hip s
The Osher Scholarship Program recognizes entering transfer
resuming students who have demonstrated financial need and
academic promise. Four to eight Osher awards of $2,000–
$10,000 each ($1,000–$5,000 per semester) are awarded to
entering transfer resuming students each year to contribute
toward full-time tuition charges. These scholarships are
renewable annually as long as the recipient has documented
financial need, maintains full-time enrollment, and continues to
meet the financial aid satisfactory academic progress standards.
The number of semesters of eligibility for transfer students is
established by the initial graduation date defined by the M Center
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/financial_aid.php#General
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upon entrance to Mills. Students must submit a FAFSA to be
considered for this scholarship.
A California resident who is also awarded a Cal Grant may have
a portion of her merit scholarship reduced to remain in
compliance with government student aid regulations.
P hi Theta Kap p a Scho lars hip s
The Phi Theta Kappa Scholarship Program recognizes an
entering transfer student who has been inducted into the Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society, an international two-year college
honor society that recognizes both outstanding academic
achievement and community service. Recipients should have a
minimum cumulative 3.5 GPA. Priority consideration will be given
to students who were enrolled full time. One scholarship in the
amount of $5,000 is awarded each fall for the academic year.
This merit award is renewable annually as long as the recipient
maintains full-time enrollment and satisfactory academic
progress for financial aid. The number of semesters of eligibility
for transfer students is established by the initial graduation date
defined by the M Center upon entrance to Mills. There is no
special application for this scholarship, but students must submit
a complete application for admission and provide proof of Phi
Theta Kappa membership by March 1.
A lp ha Gam m a Sig m a Scho lars hip
The Alpha Gamma Sigma Scholarship Program recognizes an
entering transfer student who has been inducted into the Alpha
Gamma Sigma Honor Society, the California Community College
Scholastic Honor Society that recognizes outstanding scholarship.
Recipients should have a minimum cumulative 3.5 GPA. Priority
consideration will be given to students who were enrolled full
time. One scholarship in the amount of $5,000 is awarded each
fall for the academic year. This merit award is renewable
annually as long as the recipient maintains full-time enrollment
and satisfactory academic progress for financial aid. The number
of semesters of eligibility for a transfer student is established by
the initial graduation date defined by the M Center upon entrance
to Mills. There is no special application for this scholarship, but
students must submit a complete application for admission and
provide proof of Alpha Gamma Sigma membership by March 1.
back to top
Science A w ard s
A rthur Vining Davis Science Scho lars hip s
These scholarships recognize entering students who have
demonstrated strong ability and interest in science, mathematics,
and/or computer science. Up to two scholarships of up to
$10,000 (up to $5,000 per semester) are awarded to contribute
toward the tuition charges of full-time students entering in the
fall semester. This award, based on merit, is renewable annually,
providing the student continues her study in science,
mathematics, and/or computer science; maintains full-time
enrollment; and continues to satisfy the financial aid academic
progress standards. The number of semesters of eligibility for
entering first-year students is limited to eight semesters, while
eligibility for transfer students is established by the initial
graduation date defined by the M Center upon entrance to Mills.
To qualify for consideration for the Arthur Vining Davis Science
Scholarship, a student must apply and submit all required
credentials by February 1. There is no special application for this
scholarship.
Schef f ler P re-Med ical Science Scho lars hip s
The Scheffler Pre-Medical Science Scholarship Program
recognizes entering students based on academic achievement
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/financial_aid.php#General
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and demonstrated interest in pre-medical science. Up to five
Scheffler Scholarships of up to $5,000 each (up to $2,500 per
semester) are awarded to contribute toward the tuition charges
of full-time students entering in the fall semester. This award,
based on merit, is renewable annually, providing the student
continues her study in pre-medical science, maintains full-time
enrollment, and continues to meet the financial aid satisfactory
academic progress standards. The number of semesters of
eligibility for entering first-year students is limited to eight
semesters, while eligibility for transfer students is established
by the initial graduation date defined by the M Center upon
entrance to Mills. To qualify for consideration for the Scheffler
Scholarship, a student must apply and submit all required
credentials by February 1 and indicate her pre-medical interest
on her admission application. There is no special application for
this scholarship.
Vera M. Lo ng Scho lars hip f o r W o m en in Science
The Vera M. Long Scholarship recognizes entering or continuing
undergraduate women studying or majoring in chemistry,
environmental science, or biochemistry/molecular biology who
have demonstrated outstanding scholastic achievement.
Students selected for this award must also have demonstrated
leadership and collaboration abilities and/or have made
meaningful contributions to their previous educational institutions
or community. A number of scholarships are awarded to
contribute toward the tuition charges of full-time students. This
award, based on merit and need, is renewable annually,
providing the student continues her study in chemistry,
environmental science, or biochemistry/molecular biology;
maintains full-time enrollment; and continues to meet the
financial aid satisfactory academic progress standards.
This scholarship honors the memory of Vera M. Long, a Mills
alumna from the Class of 1935 and beloved Lifetime Trustee of
the College, who cared deeply about the education of women at
Mills.
back to top
I nternatio nal Stud ents
Financial aid for international students is available only in the
form of a Mills College merit-based scholarship. The scholarship
awards are based on academic performance in school, school
examination results, and the results of standardized tests.
Unfortunately, these scholarships do not meet the total cost
of tuition, fees, books, and living expenses. International
students are expected to meet these costs with their own funds.
There is no separate application form for scholarships. All
students who submit admission applications and all required
credentials by the published deadlines are considered for
scholarships.
For the 2015–16 academic year, we estimate the international
student educational and living expenses to be $68,000. To
indicate the amount of funds available, students should submit
the Certification of Finances form, available on the Mills College
website, and bank statement(s) with the application for
admission.
back to top
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Need -Bas ed Scho lars hip s and Grants

About Mills

State and Fed eral A id

Academic Requirements

Stud ent Lo ans
Stud ent Em p lo ym ent
Need -Bas ed Scho lars hip s and Grants
General Information
Eligibility
Federal Verification Process
General I nf o rm atio n
For most students, a financial aid package consists of gift
assistance (grant or scholarship) and a student loan. In addition,
work-study is offered to most students who have demonstrated
financial need and reside on campus. Recipients may accept or
reject any portion of the offer.
Financial aid is renewed on the basis of need and satisfactory
academic progress. A financial aid application must be filed each
year in which renewal is requested, and priority for Mills
scholarship consideration is given to those applicants who meet
the published application deadlines. The amount of a student's
financial aid will be reviewed annually and may be adjusted to
reflect any significant change in financial circumstances.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

The number of semesters of eligibility for entering first-year
students is limited to eight semesters. For transfer students, the
number of semesters of eligibility is established by the initial
graduation date defined by the M Center upon entrance to
Mills. Financial aid eligibility continues only to this expected date
of graduation.
Mills offers need-based scholarships supported in large part by
the Marie Dawn Simms Scholarship Fund.
Elig ib ility
Eligibility for need-based financial aid depends on a student's
financial need, which is defined as the difference between
estimated expenses and estimated resources. Financial need for
each applicant is determined after a careful review of the
information submitted as part of the financial aid application (see
required forms under Aid Application Forms and Deadlines).
In establishing eligibility, expenses related to attendance are
considered: tuition, fees, room, and board payable to the
College, plus allowances for books, supplies, personal expenses,
and loan fees. Living expenses, such as rent, food, and
transportation, are considered in determining financial need for
commuters. Expenses are also considered for students who live
at home with parents or relatives, but the cost of attendance is
lower than for those living elsewhere. Since many of the
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/need_based.php#Need-Based
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elements in the cost of attendance are estimates, it is possible
for a student to spend more or less than anticipated during any
given year.
If no award is made, it could be because the financial
information indicates that it would be possible for all the
expenses to be met by the student and her family, because a
student's overall academic and personal record was not
competitive with other applicants, or because the student did not
meet the appropriate financial aid application deadlines.
Academic achievement and promise as well as financial need
may be considered in the awarding process. All factors that have
influenced a student's record are carefully considered.
Need-based institutional funds (scholarship, loan, and workstudy) are awarded only to full-time students pursuing their first
undergraduate degree. Although institutional financial aid is not
available for part-time study, students may apply for
government financial assistance.
Students pursuing a second baccalaureate degree are eligible to
apply for merit scholarships and government student loans.
Fed eral Verif icatio n P ro ces s
Federal verification is a process mandated by the federal
government in which students and/or parents are required to
provide documentation to support data reported on the FAFSA.
Approximately 30 percent of students are selected by the federal
government for this verification review and are notified of their
selection on their Student Aid Reports.
Students selected for federal verification must complete the
verification requirements online in the Mills College verification
portal at mills.verifymyfafsa.com. The verification requirements
should be completed/submitted within 30 days of the request
date. Failure to complete the verification requirements will result
in the withdrawal of the student's financial aid award for the
academic year. Students will be notified by email if their financial
aid award changes as a result of the verification process.
back to top
State and Fed eral Stud ent A id
Federal Grants
California State Grants
Fed eral Grants
Fed eral P ell Grant
This is a federal program for undergraduates with exceptional
financial need who have not received a baccalaureate degree. A
student's eligibility for a Federal Pell Grant is determined by the
information provided on the student's FAFSA each year. To
qualify, a student must be a US citizen or an eligible noncitizen.
Award amounts are estimated and are subject to changes in
federal legislation. The amount of Federal Pell Grant funding a
student may receive over her lifetime is limited by federal law to
be the equivalent of six years of Pell Grant funding. The six-year
maximum applies to all students regardless of when or where
they received their first Pell Grant. Additional information
regarding the maximum amount of Pell Grant funding students
may receive over their lifetime is available at
www.studentaid.ed.gov.
Fed eral Sup p lem entary Ed ucatio nal Op p o rtunity Grant
(SEOG)
This is a federally funded grant program for undergraduates who
have not received a baccalaureate degree. Funding is very
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/need_based.php#Need-Based
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limited. Applicants with exceptional financial need who apply for
financial aid at Mills are considered. These federal grants range
from $100 to $4,000 per year. To qualify, a student must be a US
citizen or an eligible noncitizen.
back to top
Calif o rnia State Grants
A California resident who intends to apply for financial aid should
also apply for a Cal Grant. The current deadline for the Cal Grant
application is March 2 in order to be considered for the following
academic year. The application for a Cal Grant consists of two
documents: the FAFSA and the Cal Grant GPA Verification form.
The postmark filing deadline for both documents is March 2
preceding the academic year in which the student is applying.
Cal Grant A
These grants are available to California residents from middleincome and low-income families to assist with tuition. Cal Grant A
recipients are selected on the basis of academic achievement,
financial need, and other criteria. Recipients whose computed
financial need exceeds the state grant will be considered for
other types of aid.
Cal Grant B
These grants are available to California residents from very lowincome families. The program is designed generally for
disadvantaged students but is not entirely so restricted.
back to top
Stud ent Lo ans
Federal Perkins Loan
Federal Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan
Federal Direct Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS)
Mills College Loan
Private Loans
Funds for the loan programs described below come from the
federal government or from private lending institutions. All
applications are made through the M Center, which must certify
to the lender a student's enrollment and eligibility for the loan.
Fed eral P erkins Lo an
This long-term federal loan program is funded jointly by the
federal government and Mills College. The borrower must be
enrolled in an eligible degree or certificate program. Funds are
very limited and are awarded to students with the highest
financial need. The maximum annual loan limit for individual
undergraduate students is $5,500. No interest accumulates on
this loan as long as the borrower is enrolled at least half time in
an eligible degree or certificate program. Repayment, with a 5
percent interest rate, begins nine months after the student
graduates or is no longer enrolled at least half time in an eligible
degree or certificate program. Depending on the amount of the
loan, repayment may extend up to 10 years. The Federal Perkins
Loan program will end after September 30, 2017.
Fed eral Direct Sub s id iz ed Staf f o rd Lo an
This government program provides loans of up to $3,500 a year
for first-year students, up to $4,500 a year for sophomores, and
up to $5,500 a year for juniors and seniors, with
an undergraduate aggregate limit of $23,000. Students must be
enrolled in an eligible degree or certificate program and must
demonstrate financial need for federal student aid in order to
qualify. An origination fee is deducted proportionately from each
loan disbursement. The federal government will pay the inhttps://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/need_based.php#Need-Based
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school interest which accrues on this loan as long as the
borrower is enrolled at least half time. Repayment begins six
months after the borrower graduates or drops below half time,
and payments are made in installments over a period of up to 10
years with a standard repayment plan. Students who plan to
borrow through the Federal Direct Stafford Loan program must
complete all Federal Direct Stafford Loan requirements no later
than November 15 for the fall semester and no later than April
15 for the spring semester.
Fed eral Direct Uns ub s id iz ed Staf f o rd Lo an
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loans are available to
students who do not qualify for the Federal Direct Subsidized
Stafford Loan, or to students who want an additional loan to
supplement the Federal Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan. An
origination fee is deducted proportionately from each loan
disbursement. Unlike the Federal Direct Subsidized Stafford
Loan, interest is charged throughout the life of the loan. The
borrower is responsible for the interest from the time the
unsubsidized loan is disbursed until it is paid in full. The borrower
may choose to pay the interest charged on the loan or allow it to
accrue (accumulate) and be capitalized (added to the loan
principal) when the loan enters repayment. No repayment of the
principal is required when the student is in school and enrolled at
least half time, or during grace or deferment periods.
Repayment begins six months after the borrower graduates
or drops below half time. A student does not have to
demonstrate need for a Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford
Loan except to the extent that total financial aid (including the
unsubsidized loan) cannot exceed the student's cost of
attendance for the given academic year. Undergraduate annual
borrowing limits for this program, including any Federal
Subsidized Stafford Loans, are as follows:
Dependent first-year students:

$5,500

Dependent sophomores:

$6,500

Dependent juniors and seniors:

$7,500

Independent first-year students:

$9,500

Independent sophomores:

$10,500

Independent juniors and seniors:

$12,500

The aggregate borrowing limit is $31,000 for dependent
undergraduates (including Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan
amounts) and $57,500 for independent undergraduates
(including Federal Subsidized Stafford Loan amounts). Students
who plan to borrow through the Federal Direct Stafford Loan
program must complete all Federal Direct Stafford Loan
requirements no later than November 15 for the fall semester
and no later than April 15 for the spring semester.
Fed eral Direct P arent Lo an f o r Und erg rad uate Stud ents
(P LUS)
This federal loan program enables parents of dependent students
to borrow for what they find to be an unrealistic family
contribution or to cover a student's need (which may not have
been met by other financial aid). Parents who have no adverse
credit history may borrow up to the full cost of attendance minus
other financial aid. An origination fee is deducted
proportionately from each loan disbursement. Repayment
typically begins after the final disbursement of the loan, and
payments are made in installments over a period of up to 10
years. Parents who plan to borrow through the Federal
Direct PLUS program must complete all Federal Direct PLUS
requirements no later than November 15 for the fall semester
and no later than April 15 for the spring semester.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/need_based.php#Need-Based
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Mills Co lleg e Lo an
This long-term student loan program, funded by Mills College, is
designed for students with financial need who have exhausted
their borrowing eligibility through government student loan
programs. Borrowers must be registered full time and be in good
financial standing with the College.
No interest accumulates on this loan while the borrower is
enrolled full time at Mills or, subsequently, in a degree program
at another institution of higher education. Repayment with an
8.5 percent interest rate begins nine months after the borrower
ceases to be enrolled full time. The annual borrowing limit is
$2,500. Depending on the amount of the loan, repayment may
extend up to five years.
P rivate Lo ans
Private loans may assist with college expenses that may not be
covered by federal loan programs or other financial aid. Private
loans are offered by a number of lenders but typically are credit
based and often have higher interest rates and fees than federal
loans. Private loans which must be certified by the College can
be certified for a maximum of the student's estimated cost of
attendance, as indicated on the student's financial aid award
letter, minus other aid the student will be receiving for the
academic year.
back to top
Stud ent Em p lo ym ent
General Information
Applications for Student Employment
Resident Assistants
Off-Campus Employment
General I nf o rm atio n
Students who live on campus and have demonstrated financial
need are given priority for part-time employment on campus. A
work-study award does not guarantee employment but enables
students to apply for an on-campus job through listings available
at Career Services. Payment for hours worked is funded through
the Federal College Work-Study Program and/or institutional
funds. Typically, students offered on-campus jobs work 4 to 12
hours a week. The wide range of part-time jobs includes office
work, data entry, reception and library duties, computer support,
lifeguarding, and instructor assistant opportunities. Students who
obtain on-campus employment are paid for hours actually
worked. The amount that can be earned will depend upon
individual eligibility and program funding. All employment is
contingent upon the student's job performance, and all student
employees must meet the standards established by the
employer.
A p p licatio ns f o r Stud ent Em p lo ym ent
All students seeking employment on campus must file a financial
aid application. If work-study is awarded, the student must pick
up her student employment agreement from the M Center and
present this form to prospective employers as proof of eligibility
to work on campus. Students may use the campus job listings at
Career Services to contact potential employers regarding job
application requirements.
R es id ent A s s is tants
Resident assistants are paraprofessional staff members who
work in the residential community to promote responsible
community living. Hiring preference is given to students who
have completed one full semester. Applications and information
are available through the Division of Student Life.
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/need_based.php#Need-Based
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Of f -Cam p us Em p lo ym ent
Off-campus employers also offer part-time job opportunities.
Off-campus listings are posted at Career Services.
back to top
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R eturn o f Fed eral, State, and I ns titutio nal Financial A id
(for financial aid recipients only)
If a student withdraws before 60 percent of the enrollment
period (semester) has passed, federal regulations require that
Title IV funds be returned to the programs according to a
prorated schedule. Title IV funds include Direct Stafford Loans,
Perkins Loans, Direct PLUS Loans, Pell Grants, and Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG). The withdrawal date
used to determine the return of federal funds is the date the
student notifies the Division of Student Life of her intent to take a
leave of absence or withdraw from the College. However, if a
student leaves without beginning the Mills official withdrawal
process or providing notification of her intent to withdraw, the
withdrawal date will be the 50 percent point in the semester
unless Mills determines the last date of an academically related
activity of the student.

Academic Regulations
Transfer Credit
Graduation
Advising and Registration
Course Descriptions
Majors and Minors
Graduate Degree and
Certifcate Programs
Student Life
Admission
Expenses
Financial Aid

The percentage of Title IV funds to be returned is calculated by
the number of calendar days not completed within a semester,
as defined by the withdrawal dates above, divided by the total
number of calendar days in the semester (from the first day of
classes for the semester to the last day of finals). For example, if
there are 100 calendar days in a semester and the student
withdraws on the 25th day, 75 days have not been completed.
This may result in the return of 75 percent of Title IV funds
received by the student. However, if a student withdraws after 60
percent of the enrollment period has passed, no Title IV funds
need to be returned.
Both Mills and the student may be responsible for returning
federal funds to their source. Mills will return the lesser of the
institutional charges times the percentage of unearned Title IV
aid or the total of Title IV aid disbursed minus the amount of Title
IV aid earned by the student. The student is responsible for
returning the difference between the amount of Title IV aid
returned by Mills and the total amount of unearned Title IV aid.
In each case, funds must be repaid to the following sources, in
order, up to the amount received from each source:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Federal
Federal
Federal
Federal
Federal

Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan
Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan
Perkins Loan
Direct PLUS Loan
Pell Grant

https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/rules_regs.php
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6. Federal SEOG
7. Other Title IV programs
Although Mills will return loan amounts directly to the lender,
amounts to be returned by the student are repaid in accordance
with the terms of the promissory note, i.e., a student would
begin making payments on her student loan after the grace
period, if applicable, has expired. Students must repay only 50
percent of any federal grant amounts scheduled for return by the
student.
The percentage of Mills College scholarship funds returned to the
Mills College Scholarship Program will reflect, at a minimum, the
same percentage used to determine the tuition adjustment for
which a student may be eligible. However, up to 100 percent of a
student's Mills College scholarship funds may be returned to the
Mills College Scholarship Program if a student has a credit
balance after the adjustment for tuition and/or room and board
is made and the amount of unearned Title IV aid due from Mills
is returned to the Title IV aid programs. In this event, any
institutional or state funds received by the student will be
returned to the aid programs in the order listed below, up to the
amounts received for each source and for as long as there is an
amount to refund:
1. Mills College Loan
2. Institutional scholarships and/or state grants
If there is a credit balance remaining on the student's account
after institutional and state funds have been returned, a refund
for the remaining credit balance will be issued to the student.
If there is a balance remaining on the student's account after all
aid is returned, a billing statement will be issued. Payment is due
upon receipt.
The federal formula for the return of Title IV funds is available
upon request from the M Center in Carnegie Hall.
back to top
Financial A id Satis f acto ry A cad em ic P ro g res s P o licy
In keeping with government regulations and Mills policy, financial
aid recipients must make satisfactory academic progress toward
a degree or certificate in order to receive institutional, federal,
and/or state aid. Progress is monitored each semester in
accordance with the policy outlined below.
Satis f acto ry A cad em ic P ro g res s R eq uirem ents
A . Qualitative Stand ard s
Undergraduate students must maintain a minimum cumulative
grade-point average (GPA) of 2.0.
Graduate, credential, and certificate students must maintain a
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 and cannot receive an F (Failing)
grade for any course.
B. Quantitative Stand ard s
All Undergraduate and Graduate students must complete at least
67% of all attempted credits.
C. A ttem p ted & Co m p leted Cred its
Attempted credits are enrolled credits as of the end of day on
the add deadline for a term. Courses dropped after this date
count as attempted.
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Completed credits are enrolled credits for which credit is
received. Courses in which a student receives a grade of “F”, “I”,
“IE”, “NP”, “UW”or “W”, will be counted as attempted credits but
will not be counted as completed credits for SAP purposes.
D. Trans f er Cred its
Transfer credits are counted as attempted and completed for the
term in which the student was enrolled in those courses.
Transfer credits can only be counted after Mills has received
official transcripts documenting those credits.
E. Grad es
Courses for which a grade of “F”, “I”, “IE”, “NP”, “UW”or “W” is
received are counted as attempted but not completed. Ungraded
courses dropped after the add deadline but before the
withdrawal deadline are counted as attempted but not
completed. Course repeats are counted as attempted and
completed if a satisfactory grade is received.
Courses for which a grade of “I” is received are counted as
attempted but not completed, but a student may be petition the
Financial Aid Office to perform a second review if the "I" grade
contributed to a student failing to meet SAP requirements, if a
letter grade is given before the end of the term following the
term in which the course in question was enrolled, and if the new
letter grade may result in the student meeting SAP
requirements.
F. Maxim um Tim e Fram es
No student may exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of
their required degree plan, to include all credits transferred in,
registered, earned or attempted. In addition, any course
withdrawn, dropped after the add deadline, duplicated or never
completed are counted as attempted. For example, if a student is
enrolled in a degree program requiring 120 credits, the student
cannot exceed 180 credits attempted throughout the course of
their enrollment. Further restrictions follow.
Students in the Nursing Program are eligible for financial aid for
a maximum of four semesters while attending Mills College. For
transfer students, the number of semesters of eligibility is
established by the initial expected completion date defined by
the M Center upon entrance to Mills.
Financial aid eligibility for all undergraduate students continues
only to the original expected date of graduation for a first
baccalaureate degree. For example, a request to extend a
graduation date in order to complete a second major or to
participate in an international visit (study abroad), domestic visit,
international exchange, or domestic exchange program is not a
basis for extending financial aid eligibility an additional
semester(s).
G. R eview P erio d
The Mills College Financial Aid Office reviews SAP following the
end of each standard academic year (following the end of each
Spring semester).
back to top
Financial A id P ro b atio n and Dis q ualif icatio n
The Financial Aid Office reviews SAP annually after the end of
the Spring semester. If a student is found to have met SAP
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/rules_regs.php
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requirements no further action will be taken and the student may
remain eligible to receive financial aid.
Failure to m eet SA P req uirem ents
Students who do not meet the qualitative or quantitative
requirements at the end of the academic year are no longer
eligible to receive financial aid. Disqualified students may appeal
and, if the appeal is approved, be placed on financial aid SAP
probation.
Failure to Co m p lete Deg ree
Students who do not complete their degree within the maximum
time frame are not eligible to receive financial aid.

P ro b atio n
Students who appeal and are placed on financial aid SAP
probation are eligible to receive financial aid during the probation
period. Probation may last for up to two semesters. No additional
semesters of probation are available. Students on financial aid
SAP probation are eligible to receive aid funds during
probationary terms.
Failure to Co m p ly
Failure to meet the qualitative and quantitative requirements or
standards set in an academic plan approved by the Financial Aid
Office (see the “Appeals Process” section below) during a
probationary term will result in final financial aid disqualification.
Students who are in final financial aid disqualification are
ineligible to receive financial aid and may not appeal for
subsequent terms of probation. Students on financial aid SAP
probation are strongly encouraged by the Financial Aid Office to
meet with the Division of Student life in order to plan for
academic recovery. Graduates students who are placed on a
probationary term are encouraged to meet with their academic
advisor. The Financial Aid Office sends the notice of financial aid
SAP disqualification to students.
A p p eals Op tio n & P ro ces s
Students who become ineligible for financial aid due to SAP and
have experienced extenuating circumstances that have had a
direct effect on performance may submit an appeal to to request
continued financial aid eligibility through a period of probation.
The deadline to submit an appeal is the end of the first week of
the fall semester following disqualification. For example, if you
are disqualified after the Spring 2017 semester, your deadline to
appeal is the end of the first week of the Fall 2017 semester.
A . Bas is f o r A p p eal
Appeals for re-establishing eligibility may be based on
extenuating circumstances that have prohibited the student from
meeting SAP standards during the probationary period.
Extenuating circumstances must be supported by official
documents. Examples of extenuating circumstances are:
Death of an immediate family member.
Documented illness.
Major accident or injury (self, child, or parent).
Victim of a crime or unexpected disaster.
B. Ho w to A p p eal
Students must complete and submit a Mills College Academic
Progress Appeal Request Form, along with official supporting
https://www.mills.edu/academics/undergraduate/catalog/rules_regs.php
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documentation, the student’s statement, and a current
educational plan. Incomplete forms will be returned to the
student.
C. A p p eal R eview
The Financial Aid Appeals Committee is made up of
representatives from Financial Aid and the Division of Student
Life. The Committee will review requests and take one of four
actions:
Approve reinstatement on probation.
Approve reinstatement on probation with an academic
plan.
Request that the student provide additional information.
Deny the appeal.
D. No tif icatio n o f A p p eal Decis io n
The Financial Aid Office will notify the student in writing of the
decision on the appeal.
E. A cad em ic P lan
An academic plan may be offered by the committee if the
committee both agrees to reinstate the student and believes that
the student cannot realistically make SAP within one standard
academic year. The academic plan will provide alternative
milestones and may require more frequent review of the
student’s academic progress
back to top
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