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The Applied Economics Program at Mills combines study of
economic theory with a strong emphasis on data analysis and realworld problem solving. You’ll learn to use quantitative data to test
models of human behavior, make predictions about market
outcomes, and develop sound policy. You’ll also be encouraged to
examine the social consequences of economic decision making. Our
program is more practical than a typical economics MA program
and provides more quantitative training than an MBA program.
Reflecting the College’s interdisciplinary culture, your studies will
include a core set of economics, computer science, and math and
statistics courses. You’ll learn advanced empirical applications—
econometric techniques and software packages such as “R” and
“Stata”—and gain practical insights from standard economic theory,
game theory, behavioral economics, and mathematical modeling.
You’ll choose from electives in the following concentrations:
Quantitative methods
International economics
Industry and government
Environment
Finance
In your final semester, you’ll undertake a research-focused thesis
or a project that solves a practical problem at the local, national, or
international level. You’ll have the support of an advisor from the
economics faculty who’ll guide you as you work on your
thesis/project. In addition, you can tap the expertise of Mills
professors in computer science, mathematics, environmental
science, government, and public policy.
You may enter our master's degree program after earning a
bachelor’s degree at Mills or another institution, or by entering the
Mills bachelor’s-to-master’s accelerated degree program in applied
economics as an undergraduate. The accelerated degree program
enables Mills students to complete the MA in one year of study
beyond their BA. The program’s foundation requirements are easily
met by students who major or minor in economics, business
economics, computer science, mathematics, public policy, PEPL, or
PLEA.
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Mills offers a master of fine arts (MFA) degree in studio art led by a
distinguished faculty of internationally known artists. The program
focuses on painting, ceramics, sculpture (including installation),
photography, intermedia, video, and electronic arts. Students are
encouraged to work across media boundaries. The two-year
graduate program is selective, limited to 12 new students each
year, and is designed to meet the demanding standards of the
profession.
The graduate program in studio art provides a combination of
structure and freedom. Students receive individual attention that
encourages personal and professional development. Each graduate
student has a graduate committee consisting of three faculty
members who are responsible for critiquing the student's
independent work and progress. At the end of the first year of
study, the work of each student is reviewed by all faculty members
of the Art Department and, if passed successfully, the student is
advanced to candidacy status in the second year. At the end of the
second year, the program culminates in a public thesis exhibition
held in the Mills College Art Museum, supplemented with a written
thesis. All students must complete the graduate residency
requirement of two years (four semesters) of full-time enrollment
consecutively.
The Jane B. Aron Art Center houses excellent classroom studios for
ceramics, painting, drawing, photography, sculpture, and
intermedia/installation, in addition to the art museum and gallery,
Slide Space 123. Facilities also include an analog electronic and
digital computer lab, video suites, and private graduate studios for
each artist. Students are required to work in these campus studios
to encourage interaction with fellow artists and faculty.
View Program Goals
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Some students complete the Post Baccalaureate Pre-Med Program
and decide to pursue laboratory science rather than medicine. Mills
College provides a certificate program in biochemistry and
molecular biology for these individuals. The certificate program is
intended for students with a serious commitment to qualify for
graduate study in biochemistry and molecular biology, molecular
genetics, developmental biology, and other postgraduate science
programs. It also provides excellent training for a variety of
careers, such as laboratory research, science teaching, science
writing, or patent law. The program consists of course work
equivalent to that required for a BA degree in biochemistry and
molecular biology at Mills. Individuals apply to this program
through the Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Medical Program; work for this
certificate can usually be completed in one year after completion of
the requirements for the Post Baccalaureate Pre-Med Program. At
minimum, students must complete more than half of their course
work for the certificate at Mills and must attain a Mills GPA of 3.0
or higher. The Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Committee,
composed of biology and chemistry faculty members, administers
the program and advises students wishing to complete the
certificate. Students use the excellent laboratory facilities of the
Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Departments and are also
encouraged to expand their research experience by enrolling in a
directed research course or by participating in a summer research
project on or off campus.
View Program Goals
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A pioneer in the field of undergraduate computer science, Mills
continues this tradition by offering innovative graduate programs in
interdisciplinary computer science. Designed for students with
bachelor's degrees in other areas of study, our programs enable
you to prepare for a variety of positions across industries.
Combining the breadth of a liberal arts education with the focus of
a computer science degree offers students a powerful combination
that supports career success.
The master of arts in interdisciplinary computer science prepares
students from liberal arts backgrounds with a solid foundation in
computer science and a unique perspective on how computers
interact with other disciplines. You will discover the strengths and
limitations of computers and what technological advances are
needed to solve theoretical problems in a variety of fields. You will
also be at the forefront of examining the relationship between
computers and other disciplines including art, biology, business,
education, health, music, and psychology and the dynamic ways in
which these disciplines intersect with technology. Graduates of our
program have found employment across disciplines in various
corporations, nonprofit organizations, and educational institutions.
High-profile companies recently hiring our graduates include
Google, Apple Computer, Hewlett-Packard, Sun Microsystems, and
Chabot Space and Science Center.
Students can enter our master's degree program either after
earning their bachelor's degree at another institution or by entering
the Mills BA/MA Accelerated Degree Program in Computer Science.
Mills also offers two post-baccalaureate computer science
certificate programs. There are two tracks: one for students
planning to enter industry directly, and one for students who wish
to earn doctorates in computer science. A testament to the success
of these programs, our graduates have been admitted to top
graduate schools, including MIT; University of Washington;
University of Virginia; and University of California, San Diego.
For information about our graduation rates, the median debt of
students who completed the program and other important
information, please refer to the Federal Gainful Employment
Disclosure Statement.
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Located in Oakland, California, Mills offers an MA in dance and an
MFA in dance. From ballet to butoh, our nationally renowned
graduate program encourages students to push the boundaries of
choreography, pedagogy, performance, theory, and technology.
The strength of our degree programs springs from our unique
combination of creative and critical dance studies, choreography,
and performance practices. Simply put, we stretch the mind as well
as the body.
Our distinguished Mills faculty and visiting artists work closely with
students to help them develop into articulate artists who can
express themselves both creatively and through critical discourse.
We help students hone their skills in performance, choreography,
research, and dance writing, both critical and scholarly.
The Mills Dance Program is both small and highly selective. This
allows us to provide students with an immersive experience and
the rich one-on-one interaction that is the hallmark of a Mills
education. Our faculty and visiting artists provide broad and varied
experience in diverse dance forms and bring the breadth of their
own professional work to the curriculum.
At Mills, we believe that it is important to connect our dance
students to the wider creative community. Our location in the heart
of one of the largest, most vibrant urban dance centers in the U.S.
allows us to create unique opportunities for our graduate dance
students. They have the opportunity to work with esteemed local
artists and organizations on and off campus and participate in
master classes taught by nationally respected guest artists. The
Mills Repertory Dance Company provides another opportunity for
our students to experience the dances of renowned
choreographers.
Founded in 1941, the Mills Dance Department offers the oldest
ongoing dance program in the country. The longevity of our
program and its international reputation are testaments to the
quality of instruction and the successful philosophy that guides our
curriculum.
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The master of arts in dance is an academic degree focused on
research-based activities related to dance aesthetics, theory,
history, cultural studies, or educational perspectives. Designed for
dance scholars who want a vigorous studio practice, this master’s
degree is often a step toward the PhD or other research and
writing activities. As a Master of Arts candidate you will find
yourself in an intimate environment of focused study, working
closely with talented peers and distinguished faculty. Courses in
the master’s curriculum span history, theory, technique, and
include special seminars such as: Ideas about Space, and Live and
Media Performance.
Located in the center of one of the largest and most innovative
dance communities in the country, the Mills Dance Department
provides the kind of intense laboratory environment so important
to advanced study. Integral to that for MA candidates is a capstone
project involving a substantial written thesis and oral presentation.
Our master of arts students are movers, too, and are required to
demonstrate an intermediate level of practical modern dance
technique. Because of the renown of all the fine arts programs at
Mills, we encourage students to collaborate across disciplines and
to create a highly creative and individually tailored course of study.
We also build opportunities that allow students to work with
esteemed local organizations and renowned dance artists via
departmental collaborations and master classes. Through
committed mentorship of the library staff, the availability of
important historical resources in the Special Collections of our F. W.
Olin Library, and our relationship with UC Berkeley, master's
candidates have abundant resources at their disposal.
View Program Goals
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The master of fine arts in dance is designed to deepen students’
understanding and practice of dance as an embodied art form
uniting creative, analytical, spiritual, and physical skills. By
studying one-on-one with accomplished faculty from a diversity of
backgrounds, students have the opportunity to develop, then
refine, their unique movement language, and through that process
to grow as artists and human beings.
Located in the center of one of the largest and most innovative
dance communities in the country, Mills Dance provides the kind of
intense laboratory environment so important to advanced study.
Each fall the resident performing troupe, the Mills Repertory Dance
Company, stages work by noted choreographers, and in the spring
students perform in works by second year MFA candidates.
Throughout the year everyone has the chance to participate in an
array of dance exchanges, festivals, and student projects. The
capstone of the degree is a culminating group choreographic
project performed publicly, and a significant research paper that
closely examines a dance idea of great interest to the student.
Besides the daily rigor and experimentation in the studio and
classroom, graduate candidates have the opportunity to attend
concerts in the community, take exciting master classes, apply to
be student teachers, receive invaluable career advice, and build
life-long contacts in the field. And because alumni remain an
invaluable part of the Mills Dance Department, we stay in touch
and help our former graduates develop and maintain their artistic
and intellectual networks.
View Program Goals
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The School of Education at Mills College prepares leaders for teaching,
administration, early childhood education, work in hospitals, and other
educational settings.
Contact Information
P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

We offer three areas of advanced study in early childhood education, educational leadership, and
teacher education. Within each program area are strands that allow you to focus your graduate
work on specializations including: early childhood special education, child life in hospitals,
independent school leadership, and early childhood leadership. Our doctoral degree (EdD) in
educational leadership prepares graduates for a variety of positions including curriculum
development, higher education administration, and university teaching.
We believe that learning, knowledge, and change happen through collaboration with colleagues.
Every course focuses on the complex interrelationships between theory, research, and practice
based on the understanding that grounded practice informs theory, just as theory and research
guide practice. Our graduates have a lasting impact on educational communities, practices, and
policies.
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This program prepares our students to work as leaders in teaching or
administration in early childhood settings, including preschools and child
development programs.
In addition, the program prepares students to teach early childhood education topics in community
colleges or adult education programs. Our students often continue their education to pursue
research or doctoral degrees as well as other forms of professional leadership. The program
provides a strong foundation in child development and in developmentally, culturally, and
linguistically responsive practices.

Contact Information
P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Students may choose the full-time MA program which is two years or the part-time MA program
which generally takes three years.
The full-time MA programs can be combined with a multiple subject credential (for K–8 teaching) or
an early childhood special education credential.
View Program Goals

Distinctive Features
Mills College Children's School: Students have the opportunity to connect theory and practice
by working in the Mills College laboratory school, where they are closely mentored by
experienced and knowledgeable early childhood professionals. Part-time students engage in
yearlong placements based on their interests and career goals.
Social justice and equity: Graduates leave the program inspired to use teaching and
leadership to improve the lives of young children and families, deepen student learning, increase
their own knowledge, transform early learning programs, schools, and services, and increase
educational equity.
Strength-based approach: The program teaches students to approach early childhood with an
appreciation of the diverse resources that children and families bring to young children's
education and care.

Course Work
Course work is designed to prepare students to teach in
diverse settings, and integrates theory and practice. See the
Requirements page for a list of courses required for this
program; see the Course Descriptions page for paragraphlength descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Fieldwork
Students who enter directly into the full-time MA program spend their first year student teaching in
an infant-toddler or preschool classroom at the Mills College Children's School under the
supervision of highly experienced head teachers. This student teaching experience is paired with a
year-long course in which students reflect on their teaching practice. In the second year, students
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/educ/programs/ma-early-childhood-education.php
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may participate in internships in a variety of early childhood organizations. Depending on their
interests and professional goals, students might intern in local preschool programs as
administrators, in national or local research organizations as research assistants, in community
college classrooms as student teachers, or in local policy and advocacy organizations. Part-time
students engage in yearlong field placements based on their interests and the emphasis they have
chosen in order to expand their professional network.
Those who enter the program after completing the Multiple Subject Credential Program spend at
least one semester in an infant-toddler or preschool classroom at the Mills College Children's
School. They may spend the last semester in the Mills College Children's School, a public
preschool or primary classroom, or in an alternative education setting for young children.

Career Opportunities
Students are prepared for teaching, intervention, administration, evaluation, public policy, research,
and nonprofit and community leadership, and many further their studies with advanced degrees.
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In combination with the early childhood education MA, this program prepares students to work in
early intervention and preschool special education settings with infants and young children who
have developmental disabilities. Graduates learn that working with families, caregivers, and
communities is integral to the education and care of young children with special needs.
Graduates are prepared to apply for a credential in early childhood special education, which
certifies them to work with children ages zero to five with special needs. This credential may be
combined with an MA in child life in hospitals or with an MA in infant mental health.

Distinctive Features
Contact Information

Mills College Children's School: Students have the opportunity to connect theory and practice
by working in the Mills College Children's School, where they are closely mentored by
experienced and knowledgeable early childhood professionals.

P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Social justice and equity: Graduates leave our program inspired to use teaching and
leadership to improve the lives of young children and families, deepen student learning, increase
their own knowledge, transform schools, and increase educational equity.

Strength-based approach: The program teaches students to approach early childhood with an
appreciation of the diverse resources that children and families bring to the education and care
of infants and young children with developmental disabilities.

Course Work
Course work integrates theory and practice to prepare
students to teach in urban settings and is guided by an
overarching concern for social justice.
The curriculum meets the state of California's credential
requirements for a preliminary education specialist credential
with the specialty area of early childhood special education
and added authorizations in autism spectrum disorder and
emotional disturbance disorder. See the Requirements page
for a list of courses required for this program; see the Course
Descriptions page for paragraph-length descriptions of
individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Fieldwork
During the two years of study, students have four field placements. The first two placements are at
the Mills College Children's School during a student's two initial semesters, with at least one
semester in the Infant-Toddler Program. During the second year, students have one early childhood
special education preschool placement and one early intervention placement.
Student teaching in early childhood special education is an essential feature of the program. In their
field placements, students have an opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of effective early
intervention and preschool special education. The field placements challenge students to evaluate
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/educ/programs/ma-and-special-education-credential.php
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their teaching, to reflect on their teaching practice, and to enhance their skills as professional and
special-needs educators. The program faculty work with the teaching placement staff to form a
team that facilitates students' entrance into the special education profession.

Career Opportunities
Upon completion of the program, students may apply to the California Commission on Teacher
Credentialing for a preliminary education specialist credential with the specialty area of early
childhood special education, and they may be eligible to add authorizations in autism spectrum
disorder and emotional disturbance disorder. The credential allows graduates to work with children
with special needs in early intervention programs and preschool education classrooms. Graduates
work in schools and early intervention settings with children with special needs from ages zero to
five.
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In this program, students are equipped with specialized training to respond to the developmental,
social, and emotional needs of hospitalized children and their families. They learn to mitigate the
impact of medical trauma while preserving basic developmental pathways and family support
systems in hospitals and medical community settings. Graduates of the program receive an MA in
education. The program meets the academic standards of the Child Life Council, and graduates
may apply for the child life specialist certification, provided they meet the Child Life Council's
eligibility requirements.
This degree may also be combined with an early childhood special education credential.
View Program Goals

Contact Information

Distinctive Features

P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379

Specialized faculty: The program's faculty includes experienced professionals and researchers,
as well as certified child-life specialists.

E: education@mills.edu
Theory-based practice: The program is firmly grounded in child development theories and in
psychology. The students learn to use attachment- and relationship-based approaches, as well
as developmentally appropriate play techniques, to support normal development despite medical
crises and stress.
International recognition: The program has graduates working in Japan and other hospital
settings around the world. It is one of roughly 480 documented child life programs worldwide. All
of these programs share common theories and practices.

Course Work
Course work prepares students to help children manage
stressful and potentially traumatic medical experiences by
integrating theory and practice. Some classes focus on the
hospitalized child and include relevant fieldwork. Other
courses provide a broad cultural, historical, philosophical,
and empirically based foundation for the field of child life. In
addition to learning basic child-life skills, students are
encouraged to take a reflective, inquiry orientation toward the
profession. See the Requirements page for a list of courses
required for this program; see the Course Descriptions page
for paragraph-length descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Fieldwork and Hospital Internships
Students participate in two semesters of field experience at the Mills College Children's School for
a minimum of 15 hours each week. At this laboratory school, they learn to work with infants and
toddlers as well as preschool and school-age children.
During the second year of the program students intern in a hospital environment. Students are
required to obtain a minimum of 480 hours of clinical supervision with a certified child-life specialist
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(as required by the Certifying Committee of the Child Life Council). The program and the field
placement's clinical supervisors form a team to educate the students. Together, the team aims to
facilitate students' entrance into the profession of child life and to enhance the quality of
psychosocial care and services delivered to children and families.
Each fieldwork experience is supported by a seminar that meets once a week. Seminars are
designed to encourage students to become reflective professionals through self-evaluation and
peer-evaluation activities.

Career Opportunities
Many of our graduates are currently working at Lucille Packard's Children's Hospital, UCSF Benioff
Children's Hospital, Oakland and UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital, San Fransciso—three of the
largest programs in the San Francisco Bay Area. The Director of UCSF Benioff, San Francisco is a
graduate of the Mills College School of Education. Our alumnae/i also pursue jobs in child life in
hospitals.
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This program prepares students for leadership positions in a wide range of public and private
educational institutions, including early childhood programs, K–12 schools, community colleges,
and higher education institutions, as well as afterschool and nontraditional educational settings. It
emphasizes topics such as school-community relations, race and ethnicity, organizational
development, and ethical and moral concerns. In addition, the program prepares students to take
leadership roles in policy and advocacy settings.
View Program Goals

Distinctive Features
Contact Information

Individualized content: Students consult closely with their advisors to develop a program of
study in line with their professional interests.

P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Reflective leadership: A coherent vision of leadership begins with reflection about the students'
own beliefs, attitudes, and prejudices, and the role that these play in their decisions. By working
with a culturally and ethnically diverse group engaged in the same process, we create a
collaboratively shared mission or vision of how things could be.
Evening courses: Classes meet on weekday evenings to accommodate the schedules of
working professionals.

Course Work
Students in our program select from an array of courses, all
of which are grounded in a coherent vision of educational
leadership. Individual course work reflects a student's
particular interests and culminates with the creation of a
professional portfolio capstone project. Students enrolled in
the MA in Educational Leadership Program may concurrently
pursue an administrative services credential. See the
Requirements page for a list of courses required for this
program; see the Course Descriptions page for paragraphlength descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Career Opportunities
Graduates from this program attain positions in many kinds of educational settings in the San
Francisco Bay Area and beyond. Many are K–12 school administrators, but others serve as
community college program directors, nonprofit organization managers, heads of independent
schools, directors of diversity programs, directors of admissions, and directors of museum
education.
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This program is designed for working professionals with strong experience in early childhood or
related educational disciplines. The program works to develop leaders from within the field who
reflect the profession's rich demographic diversity and the wide range of interests and service
sectors. Students learn to become effective leaders working for coordinated and equitable early
learning systems at local, state, and federal levels.
Students enrolled in the program apply to either the MA program, from which they receive an MA in
early childhood with an emphasis in leadership, or to the EdD program, during which they pursue
an early childhood leadership emphasis for their MA before completing their doctorate degree.
View Program Goals

Contact Information

Distinctive Features

P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Diverse field placements: Field placements are individually designed to expand students'
knowledge and expose them to the complexity of early childhood services. Field placements
also emphasize the vital connection between public policy and program delivery, and reinforce
the need for cross-disciplinary approaches.

Leadership development: Through inquiry, students develop skills in listening and collegiality,
so that they become effective and ethical leaders in the increasingly complex and diverse
communities where early childhood professionals work. Students participate in local and
statewide policy meetings and in advocacy events to observe leadership in action and to
practice the skills and dispositions they are studying.

Course Work
Students work with their advisor to choose courses that are
in line with their interests. Many courses are designed to
develop students' professional work with young children
(prenatal through third grade) and families.
Students enrolled in the doctoral degree program take core
courses in the Early Childhood MA Program that emphasize
leadership, followed by the doctoral core courses described
in the Educational Leadership Doctorate Program. See the
Requirements page for a list of courses required for this
program; see the Course Descriptions page for paragraphlength descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Fieldwork
Students participate in two semesters of field experience individually developed for them. Through
experience and critical reflection, these placements expand students' perspectives on and
understanding of the complex systems and issues impacting the early childhood field and their
responsibilities as field leaders.
Students work in collaboration with their field supervisors to strengthen their skills in areas such as
program administration, policy and legislation, effective advocacy and coalition building, workforce
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/educ/programs/ma-leadership-in-early-childhood-el.php
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development, fiscal and business services, family and community engagement, research,
evaluation, and systems-building work. Field placements average eight hours per week. All
students work with their field supervisors to plan a final field placement project.
Students complete regular reflections during their field placements to help them become reflective
professionals through self-evaluation and critical analysis.

Career Opportunities
Graduates of the program have a wide range of careers in program administration, policy and
professional development, advocacy, research, philanthropy, college teaching, and family support.
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This program is designed for accomplished professionals who seek additional knowledge and
experience to enhance their current positions, and who wish to pursue new opportunities in the field
of educational leadership. Students prepare for positions in early childhood programs; K–12
schools and school districts; community colleges and institutions of higher education; and nonprofit
educational organizations; as well as positions in evaluation, advocacy, and consulting. The EdD
program is designed for working professionals and courses take place in the evening.
Students enrolled in the EdD program may concurrently pursue an administrative services
credential.
View Program Goals

Contact Information

Distinctive Features

P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Designed for working professionals: The program is designed for accomplished professionals
who seek to advance their careers to an executive level. Courses are taught in the evening by
instructors who are also working professionals and provide opportunities for students to draw on
their working experiences.

Closely mentored: When students pick a dissertation topic, they select a dissertation chair who
works closely with them on the design, implementation, and analysis of their data.

Sequential course structure: Studies begin with a five-course sequence known as the doctoral
core. This year-long sequence challenges students to develop the components of their
dissertation proposal, including their problem statement, literature review, methods section, and
conceptual framework. By the end of this sequence, students have a solid rough draft of their
dissertation proposal.

Course Work
The course work is designed to prepare students to write a
dissertation that is closely aligned with their interests.
Students often select problems that arise from their work in
the field. In addition to the doctoral core, all students take
courses with a self-selected leadership focus. See the
Requirements page for a list of courses required for this
program; see the Course List & Descriptions page for
paragraph-length descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Career Opportunities
Created for accomplished working professionals, the EdD program prepares students to become
successful leaders of organizations ranging from early childhood programs to nonprofit educational
endeavors to institutions of higher education. Past graduates include a community college
president; professors at state universities; public school principals; heads of independent schools;
educational researchers; and executives at nonprofit organizations.
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/educ/programs/doctor-of-education.php
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After the completion of the credential year at Mills, students have five years to return to Mills to
complete the four additional courses required for an MA in education with an emphasis in teaching
(MEET). Students are also classroom teachers, so these courses are offered in the late afternoons
or early evenings. Whether courses are taken on a full-time or part-time basis, students gain
sustained connection with their colleagues and faculty and have increased support as they enter
their classrooms as new teachers.
View Program Goals

Distinctive Features
Contact Information
P: 510.430.3170

Inquiry stance: The program's course work is designed to support students as they build an
inquiry stance into their teaching. Mills students have the opportunity to develop and conduct a
research project focused on their practice and their students' learning.

F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

Professional development: All students in the MEET year are employed as either full- or parttime teachers.

Course Work
Building on the foundation of the credential year, MEET
course work aims to further develop the teachers' inquiry
stance, which prepares them well for dealing with the
complex and yet exciting uncertainties of urban school
teaching. The culminating experience for the program is a
year-long classroom-based research project. The students
present the results in a research forum at the end of the
MEET year. Because all students in the program are
employed as either full- or part-time teachers, their research
allows them to grapple in depth with the questions they face
in their daily classroom work. See the Requirements page for
a list of courses required for this program; see the Course
Descriptions page for paragraph-length descriptions of
individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Career Opportunities
Graduates from the MEET Program may obtain jobs in public, charter, and independent school in
the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond. Most MEET graduates choose to teach upon receiving
their degree. However, some decide to take other positions in education where they draw upon the
knowledge, skills, and dispositions they gained in their two years of graduate study. In addition to
the strong alumnae/i support network, the Mills Career Services Office provides placement support
for graduates of the MEET Program.
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This credential program prepares students for leadership positions in public educational institutions
and emphasizes developmental and constructivist approaches to education. School leaders learn
to test theory in practice, anticipate consequences, and evaluate outcomes in a wide range of
educational settings. Graduates have a strong record of becoming successful school administrators
and leaders in educational reform. The Administrative Services Credential can be earned alone, or
in conjunction with either the MA in educational leadership or EdD in educational leadership.

Distinctive Features
Credential-based: Students may study to apply for a Tier I credential that certify them to
become school administrators in California's K–12 public school system.

Contact Information
P: 510.430.3170
F: 510.430.3379
E: education@mills.edu

One-year commitment: The course work for the ASC Tier I credential may be completed in one
year, with evening classes and meetings.

Course Work
Students work with their advisors to develop a coherent
program of study that reflects their particular interests, and
they create a professional portfolio as a capstone project.
The credential is usually studied for in conjunction with either
the MA in educational leadership or EdD in educational
leadership. See the Requirements page for a list of courses
required for this program; see the Course Descriptions page
for paragraph-length descriptions of individual courses.

GENERAL PROGRAM INFO
Requirements
Course List & Descriptions
Course Schedule
Graduate Catalog
Academic Calendar

Fieldwork
The program values the students' ability to perform well and the rigor of their research. However,
the real test of a novice administrator is at the school site, where they may use their growing
knowledge and skills in a leadership capacity. Students are assigned mentor principals and field
supervisors who support their leadership growth through reflective conversations, advice, and by
modeling appropriate practice.

Career Opportunities
Graduates of the program are employed in 21 Bay Area school districts, including those in
Alameda, Contra Costa, Sacramento, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara Counties.
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Mills' graduate programs in Creative Writing, Literature, Book Art, and
Translation place you at the cutting edge. Your work here will transform
you and the world around you.
Located in the heart of the San Francisco Bay Area, Mills College is at the center of a vital artistic
and literary community. Our graduate programs in English are distinguished by their longestablished reputations, innovation, outstanding faculty, and commitment to a vision of the literary
arts as socially transformative. We offer a wide range of professional development opportunities in
and out of the classroom that help you prepare for careers in teaching and publishing. And we are
committed to offering both need-based scholarships and graduate assistantships to help fund your
studies.
Contact Information
P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

We offer a master of arts (MA) degree in English Language and Literatures and a master of fine
arts (MFA) degree in creative writing with a focus on poetry or prose (fiction or creative nonfiction),
with options for both full and part-time study. We also offer the first interdisciplinary MFA degree in
book art and creative writing in the nation and the first low-residency MFA degree in translation in
the San Francisco Bay Area.
Why Mills? Pursuing graduate study is a big decision, and it’s important to choose the program
that’s best for you. Take a look around, read what our students have to say, see the work our
alumnae/i are doing, and then come to our beautiful California campus to visit a class or attend a
Contemporary Writers Series reading.
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Whether your passion ultimately lies in teaching, writing, research, or
publishing, you will build a strong foundation with the MA in English Language
and Literatures Program at Mills. Synthesize historical and contemporary
traditions to culminate in a scholarly, personal project that sparks your
passion.
The master of arts (MA) degree in English Language and Literatures is designed to develop your
critical writing and scholarly research skills essential to a variety of professional paths. Our MA in
literature alumnae/i go on to further study in top-tier PhD programs, and many have found positions
as full-time professors at both community colleges and four-year institutions. Others teach high
school, or have embarked on promising careers in critical and technical writing, publishing, and
editing.
While at Mills, you’ll have the opportunity to study with our faculty of renowned scholars and
writers, and to explore both historical traditions and contemporary literatures in a wide range of
classes. You’ll find valuable opportunities to work closely and collaboratively with faculty to develop
your own research agenda as you choose a course of study and develop a final MA research
project that is a sustained piece of scholarly research. Our MA in literature students regularly attend
and present at nationally recognized literary conferences, and many of our alumnae/i publish
articles based on the work they completed at Mills.

Contact Information
P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

Mills also offers a wide range of teaching opportunities (including graduate assistantships and the
Project Verb), literary events, and professional development for students in our English graduate
programs. Our MA candidates are active teachers and tutors at Mills and in the greater San
Francisco Bay Area community, assisting in undergraduate classrooms and working at local high
schools and colleges. We encourage students to interact with the local literary network which
encompasses UC Berkeley, Stanford, and San Francisco State for access to an even wider range
of lectures and research libraries. Cross-registration at UC Berkeley and many other local
institutions is available, as is access to courses across the Mills liberal arts curriculum.
Mills allows students to choose from two-year and three-year course of study options for the
graduate English programs. The MA in literature degree requirements are exactly the same
whether you choose to earn your master's in two years or three; your study is simply completed
over a different time frame.
The Mills English Department is committed to offering both need-based scholarships and a large
number of partial-tuition graduate assistantships to help students in our graduate programs fund
their studies.
In short, you can shape your MA in English Language and Literatures in a variety of ways to create
a one-of-a-kind educational experience that fits your career and educational goals.
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Grow as a writer and reader of poetry with the Mills MFA in creative writing.
Explore a wide range of aesthetic traditions, collaborate on a provocative
thesis project, and join a vibrant local, national, and global poetry community.
The master of fine arts (MFA) degree in creative writing with an emphasis in poetry is designed to
develop your growth as a writer and reader of poetry, enhance your awareness of the
contemporary poetic field, and highlight opportunities in publishing, teaching, and community work.
Alumnae/i maintain strong connections with one another and with San Francisco Bay Area poetry
communities; publish their work in magazines, anthologies, and full-length collections; regularly
perform at local and national venues; and are themselves successful publishers, editors, and
academics.
While at Mills, you’ll have the opportunity to study with our faculty of renowned writers, working in
diverse aesthetic traditions in a wide range of classes. You’ll also have the opportunity to work with
our exemplary literature professors in courses that focus on the history and criticism of literature
and literary theory. You’ll work closely and collaboratively with faculty to develop and complete your
creative writing thesis during the final year of study. You will be encouraged to write a thesis that is
risky, investigative, and confident, that pushes your development as a writer, and speaks to your
own passions, experiences, and ideas. Our alumnae/i regularly go on to publish work produced as
part of their thesis at Mills.
In the Mills MFA writing programs you'll engage with your fellow students and with a vibrant local
and national poetry community through numerous literary events, and find many opportunities for
professional development in teaching, publishing, and performance.
We offer both two-year and three-year course of study options for the graduate English programs.
The MFA in creative writing with an emphasis in poetry degree requirements are exactly the same
whether you choose to earn you master's in two years or three; your study is simply completed over
a different time frame.

Contact Information

The Mills English Department is committed to offering both need-based scholarships and a large
number of partial-tuition graduate assistantships. We offer a small number of competitive full-tuition
fellowships to applicants entering the MFA and MA programs.

P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

In short, you can shape your MFA in creative writing in a variety of ways to create a one-of-a-kind
educational experience that fits your artistic, career, and educational goals.
View Program Goals
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Providing a strong foundation in fiction, creative nonfiction, and contemporary
literature, the Mills MFA in creative writing enables you to choose any of a
number of possible directions upon graduation. Grow as a reader and writer in
order to publish your work, perform, teach, or join the dynamic publishing and
editing world.
The master of fine arts (MFA) degree in creative writing with an emphasis in prose (fiction or
creative nonfiction) is designed to develop your growth as a writer and reader of fiction and creative
nonfiction, enhance your awareness of the contemporary literary field, and highlight opportunities in
publishing, teaching, and community work. Alumnae/i of our creative writing graduate programs
publish their work in magazines, anthologies, and full-length collections; regularly perform at local
and national venues; and are themselves successful publishers, editors, and academics.
While at Mills you’ll have the opportunity to study with our faculty of renowned writers, working in
diverse aesthetic traditions in a wide range of classes. You’ll also have the opportunity to work with
our exemplary literature professors in courses that focus on the history and criticism of literature
and literary theory. You’ll work closely and collaboratively with faculty to develop and complete your
creative writing thesis during the final year of study. You will be encouraged to write a thesis that is
risky, investigative, and confident, that pushes your development as a writer, and speaks to your
own passions, experiences, and ideas. Our alumnae/i regularly go on to publish work produced as
part of their thesis at Mills.
In the Mills MFA writing program you’ll engage with your fellow students and with a vibrant local
and national literary community through numerous events, and find many opportunities for
professional development in teaching, publishing, and performance.

Contact Information
P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

We offer both two-year and three-year course of study options for the graduate English programs.
The MFA in creative writing with an emphasis in prose degree requirements are exactly the same
whether you choose to earn you master's in two years or three; your study is simply completed over
a different time frame.
The Mills English Department is committed to offering both need-based scholarships and a large
number of partial-tuition graduate assistantships. We offer a small number of competitive full-tuition
fellowships to applicants entering the MFA and MA programs.
In short, you can shape your MFA in creative writing in a variety of ways to create a one-of-a-kind
educational experience that fits your artistic, career, and educational goals.
View Program Goals
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The new master of fine arts degree in translation at Mills College is the first
low-residency program of its kind in the San Francisco Bay Area. This fivesemester program provides students with a flexible academic schedule,
practical experience in the world of translation, and a solid foundation and
understanding of contemporary translation trends.
Residencies
You start each semester with a week of study on the 135-acre Mills campus where you will:
Meet with a renowned translator who will mentor you and help design your program based on
your interests.
Workshop your translations (in English) with master translators and your peers.
Present your work to small groups and to larger multicultural and multilingual public audiences.
Access the networking and professional resources of the Bay Area translation community.
Participate in a Translation Festival with public readings, performances, and conversations with
master translators.

Mentored Study and Online Classes
Contact Information
P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

The MFA in translation offers you the opportunity to study diverse aesthetic traditions and bold new
trends. During the year, you’ll work one-on-one with your mentor as you write and revise your work.
Online classes will explore theoretical issues and professional development. You’ll also engage
with a vibrant local community of translators and creative voices. As part of your program, you will
complete both a creative and critical thesis.

Practical Translation
In addition to providing you with a solid foundation in literary translation, the Mills MFA also includes
a semester in Practical Translation. This unique semester is designed to enhance your critical and
creative work while grounding you in real-world skills and experience that can help prepare you for
translation in medical, legal, or other professional fields.

Admission
SUMMER RESIDENCY: June 1–8, 2017
WINTER RESIDENCY: TBD
Tuition: $9,500 per semester
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Visit our admissions requirements page for detailed information about applying. You may start your
online application anytime. If you have general questions about the program, please contact:
translation@mills.edu. Please see the MFA in Translation Housing Agreement here. If you have
questions about housing please call 510.430.2127 or email housing@mills.edu.
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Develop your own singular voice and vision in our unique degree, the MFA in
book art and creative writing.
The MFA in Book Art and Creative Writing Program, the first such program in the country, is
designed to help you to develop as both a writer and a visual artist, to enhance your understanding
of contemporary writing and its visual forms, and to encourage a deep exploration of the book as
both a literary artifact and a material object that exists in space and time.
The MFA in Book Art and Creative Writing provides a space where you can create your own original
work, contextualize that work within contemporary literary and visual art practices, and ultimately
push and transform the boundaries of these fields. The degree requirements are designed to
develop writers and artists who will be at the forefront of re-envisioning the relationship between a
book’s form and its content.

Contact Information
P: 510.430.3309
E: grad-admission@mills.edu
If you have a specific question
for a faculty member, please
contact grad_eng@mills.edu.

Your two years of course work at Mills, followed by a fifth non-resident semester, will prepare you to
produce a fully integrated thesis that could take the form of artists’ books, gallery installations,
archival research, performance, curation, or other visual/written forms. The graduate exhibition takes
place at a professional gallery in Oakland's Jack London Square. You'll share a dedicated graduate
studio with the other graduate students, where you will have full-time access to a broad range of
letterpress, printmaking and bookbinding equipment. Our Book Art Pocket Gallery will provide you
with opportunities to curate exhibitions of your own and other work, and our Special Collections
Library will give you access to a broad and deep range of rare, antiquarian and contemporary books.
You'll have the opportunity to study with renowned artists and core faculty members Kathleen
Walkup and Julie Chen, and you'll work with members of Mills' distinguished faculty in creative
writing: Elmaz Abinader, Micheline Marcom, Cornelia Nixon, Patricia Powell, Stephen Ratcliffe,
Juliana Spahr, and Truong Tran. In addition, the Mills Book Art Program welcomes many national
and international artists to its classes like Jen Bervin, Alan Loney, Liberatura (Zenon Faifer and
Katarzyna Bazarnik), Daniel Kelm, and Helen Mirra. Drew Cameron of Combat Paper leads annual
papermaking workshops at his San Francisco studio.
Every semester several prominent writers visit campus as part of our Contemporary Writers Series.
As a student in the MFA in Book Art and Creative Writing Program, you will have the singular
opportunity of working with writers such as Anne Carson, Joyce Carol Oates, Kenneth Goldsmith,
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Mei-Mei Berssenbrugge, Charles Bernstein, Renee Gladman, and Eileen Myles to produce an
original broadside of their writing. And you'll engage with the unparalleled network of the Bay Area
book art community of institutions, libraries, museums and artists.
In short, your Mills experience will be not only one-of-a-kind, it will give you the opportunity for a truly
unique graduate degree in book art and creative writing that you simply can't get anywhere else.
View Program Goals
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Infant mental health is an interdisciplinary field founded on the
principle that early relationship-based intervention in the context of
family, community, and culture can support normative emotional
and behavioral development and help children at risk and their
families prevent future developmental problems.
The Mills Infant Mental Health Program provides students with the
skills and knowledge to become practitioners or researchers that
specialize in working with children from birth through age five. Our
program builds on a solid background in psychology, research
methodology, and normative development. Graduate courses
include advanced study of development, assessment, and special
needs children, combined with fieldwork and a master's thesis.
Each student works with an advisor to create a plan of graduate
study that fits her/his goals.
In addition to entering careers in the early childhood field,
graduate students may also use this program as a bridge to other
graduate training, such as doctoral work in psychology, early
childhood special education, or occupational therapy.
Mills also offers a one-of-a-kind BA/MA Accelerated Degree
Program for undergraduate students that combines undergraduate
and graduate course work and field placement with a broad
background in the liberal arts and sciences. Students graduate in
five years with a bachelor's degree in psychology and master of
arts degree in infant mental health.
Learn more at one of our Information Sessions at the School of
Education.
View Program Goals
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Students
The graduate business programs at the Lorry I. Lokey School of
Business and Public Policy educate ethical and socially responsible
organizational leaders who have the strategic perspective, analytic
abilities, business knowledge, and leadership and management
skills to deliver strong financial performance while mindfully
making a positive impact on society and the environment. Being
part of a School of Business and Public Policy gives students a
unique opportunity to explore issues from multiple perspectives.
The business programs emphasize the four pillars of social
responsibility and shared value: ethical decision-making and
governance, social and community accountability, diversity and
inclusion, and environmental sustainability. These values are
integrated throughout our curriculum, our co-curricular activities
and our partnerships with organizations that share similar values.
Throughout the curriculum, our faculty emphasizes real-world
applications and learning from both theory and practice.
Our School was founded to prepare women for business
leadership, and today we have a vibrant community that welcomes
all genders. Our business programs are distinguished among
graduate business schools by the rich diversity of identities,
experiences, and perspectives of our students. Mills is an
important source of talent for employers seeking to strengthen
diversity within their managerial and leadership levels.
To accommodate working professionals, all required business
courses are offered in late afternoon or evening time slots at least
once during each academic year.
We offer a range of degree options:

Full-Time or Part-Time MBA
Complete an MBA degree in two years of full-time study or two to
four years part time.
One-Year MBA
Students who have completed substantial business course work at
other institutions can complete the MBA in one year of full-time
study.
Bachelor's-to-Master's Accelerated MBA Program
Mills students can earn an MBA with one year of additional study
beyond the bachelor’s degree by taking Foundation courses as part
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/mba/program/index.php
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of their undergraduate degree.
View Program Goals
Master of Management
This one-year degree enables students to tailor their coursework
to their specific goals, without the breadth of the MBA.
MPP/MBA
The Lorry I. Lokey School of Business and Public Policy offers a
joint MBA/MPP designed to prepare students to lead and manage
organizations in the public, nonprofit, and private sectors.
View Program Goals
Additional Options for Combining Education and Business
We offer a number of ways to combine educational leadership and
management in your graduate degree. The range of options
available provides you with the flexibility to tailor your graduate
program to your interests and professional goals.
MBA with a Concentration in Education (17 courses).
Complete the full MBA Program and, in consultation with
your advisor, choose three education courses as electives
toward the MBA.
Masters of Management with a Concentration in
Education (10 courses). Complete the Master of
Management Program and, in consultation with your
advisor, choose three education courses as electives toward
the MM.
MA in Educational Leadership with a Concentration in
Management (10 courses plus portfolio). Complete the MA
in Educational Leadership and, in consultation with your
advisor, choose three management courses as electives
toward the MA.
MA in Educational Leadership and Masters of
Management (17 courses plus portfolio). Earn two
degrees, counting up to three courses toward both degrees.
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Students
UC Berkeley students and alumni can earn a master of
management (MM) in as little as one semester or a master of
business administration (MBA) in as little as two semesters
through UC Berkeley’s collaboration with Mills College in Oakland,
California.

REQUEST INFO TODAY »

Immediately after earning their undergraduate degree, Berkeley
graduates can begin a fast track MM or fast track MBA by applying
credits from certain UC Berkeley undergraduate courses—and
courses from the summer BASE and BCPA programs—toward their
Mills business degree requirements.
Which Program is Right for You?
Let us know which program interests you, and we'll contact you to
provide personalized admission advising. Just complete this brief
form, or check out the information below to see detailed degree
requirements.
UC Berkeley students and alumni
BASE students and alumni
BCPA students and alumni
Choosing Mills
The Lorry I. Lokey School of Business and Public Policy at Mills
College offers a business education that will help prepare you to
lead in any field. You’ll hone your critical-thinking, analytic, and
quantitative abilities as you strengthen your voice for leadership.
In our uniquely inclusive environment, you’ll benefit from:
Rigorous academics in a diverse, collaborative, and
personalized setting
Small classes featuring close interaction among faculty and
students, lively discussion, and project-focused teamwork
Practical social responsibility case studies and tools
integrated throughout the curriculum
Mastery of business fundamentals and development of
collaborative problem-solving skills
Educating Socially Responsible Leaders
At the Lokey School, you’ll develop your skills as an ethical and
socially responsible leader. You’ll gain the strategic perspective,
business knowledge, and management skills to deliver strong
organizational performance while mindfully making a positive
impact on society and the environment.
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/mba/program/uc-fast-track.php
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An array of learning experiences—including classes, internships,
and conferences—will deepen your understanding and practice of
the key principles of socially responsible leadership:
Ethical decision making and governance
Social and community accountability
Diversity and inclusion
Environmental sustainability
And you’ll benefit from the Lokey School’s location in Oakland, our
dedicated Career Services Office, and our connection with local
innovators, social entrepreneurs, and community organizations.
Personalized Admission Advising
Contact us at grad-admission@mills.edu or 510.430.3173 to speak
one-on-one with an admission counselor or schedule an in-person
consultation. You’ll be able to learn more about how our fast track
degree programs can be customized to your interests, along with
information on the application process and financial aid.
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The bachelor's to master's accelerated degree program in
mathematics is designed to enable Mills undergraduates to earn
both a BA and an MA in five years. The program prepares strong
mathematics majors for graduate/research mathematics in a
supportive and personalized environment. Because of the diverse
interests of our faculty, students can choose among a variety of
topics including algebra, algebraic geometry, algebraic logic,
analysis, biostatistics and mathematical biology, combinatorics,
computational mathematics, geometry, linear algebra, logic,
number theory, representation theory, and topology. With the
distinction of graduating with both a BA and an MA, our students
will be prepared to succeed in doctoral programs in mathematical
science and/or in a wide range of academic, industry, and
government jobs that require advanced knowledge of pure and
applied mathematics.

REQUEST INFO TODAY »

Application to the BA/MA Program
A Mills undergraduate student who has declared a mathematics
major, or is close to declaring it, must:
choose a tentative MA thesis advisor in the Mathematics
Department; and
submit to this advisor her Mills and transfer transcripts (if
any) and a detailed plan for her course of study, including
the undergraduate and graduate courses intended to
complete all requirements for the BA and MA degrees.
To ensure proper planning and admission to the program,
applications should be submitted by the end of the sophomore
year/beginning of the junior year.
Prerequisites
To be considered for the BA/MA Mathematics Program, a Mills
undergraduate student must have:
declared a mathematics major (or be close to declaring);
a mathematics GPA of at least 3.5 (including all Mills and
transferred courses counted toward the BA mathematics
major);
earned at least an A- in each of the following four courses:
MATH 047, MATH 048, MATH 049, and MATH 050 (or their
equivalent, if transferred);
an overall Mills GPA of at least 3.0; and
demonstrated potential for graduate-level work in
mathematics.
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/math/program/index.php

1/2

8/9/2017

Mills College :: Mathematics :: Program

Exceptions shall be made at the discretion of the Mathematics
Department. The BA/MA program is highly selective. Candidates
will be accepted to the program after a full evaluation by the
Mathematics Department.
View Program Goals
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The Mills Music Department has enjoyed an international reputation
in the field of contemporary music for well over half a century,
occupying a unique place in Bay Area culture. Our two-year
graduate degree programs continue this tradition of excellence.
Mills offers three graduate degrees:

REQUEST INFO TODAY »

Master of Arts in Composition
Master of Fine Arts in Electronic Music and Recording Media
Master of Fine Arts in Music Performance and Literature (with
specializations in solo and chamber music or in improvisation)
These programs successfully blend appreciation for past
accomplishment and skills with commitment to artistic innovation
and technological advancement. The graduate faculty of leading
composers, performers, and scholars prides itself on its creative
openness and accessibility to students.
The programs in composition and electronic music keep Mills at the
forefront of new music. Directed by a core of distinguished
composers and sound artists, including John Bischoff, Chris Brown,
James Fei, Fred Frith, Roscoe Mitchell, Pauline Oliveros, Maggi
Payne, and Les Stuck, these programs welcome stellar guests to
their teaching rosters, including Joëlle Léandre in 2006, Hilda
Paredes in 2007, and Zeena Parkins (spring semesters since 2011).
The Music Department also has at least one visiting composer in
residence each year. Lou Harrison was the first Jean Macduff Vaux
Composer-in-Residence in 1998–99, followed by Gordon Mumma,
José Maceda, Bun-Ching Lam, Cecil Taylor, Meredith Monk, Terry
Riley, James Tenney, Maggie Nichols, Helmut Lachenmann, Muhal
Richard Abrams, Julia Wolfe, Christian Wolff, Alvin Lucier, Laurie
Anderson, George Lewis, and Hilda Paredes. The Music Department
also has an endowed residency in honor of the electronic music
composer/performer David Tudor; Paul DeMarinis initiated this
residency in 2000–01, followed by Maryanne Amacher, Steina
Vasulka, Trimpin, Ron Kuivila, Jon Rose, Keith Rowe, Bob Ostertag,
David Dunn, Ikue Mori, David Behrman, Nic Collins, and John
Driscoll.
The College's Center for Contemporary Music (CCM), with its roots
in the historic San Francisco Tape Music Center, is world renowned
for its innovative work in electroacoustic and computer music,
interactive installations and performances, sound art, performance
art, visual arts, recording media, and sound synthesis. Its popular
public events include Songlines, a series of symposia on sound,
nature, and new music technologies that brings together in an
informal setting guest composers, performing artists, and
https://inside.mills.edu/academics/graduate/mus/programs/index.php
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researchers. Guests have included Robert Ashley, Amelia Cuni, Luc
Ferrari, Janice Giteck, Matthew Goodheart, Jason Kahn, Carla
Kihlstedt, Kitundu, Christina Kubisch, John Leidecker, Annea
Lockwood, Miya Masaoka, Neil Rolnick, Tetsu Saitoh, and "Blue"
Gene Tyranny.
Scholarship is an important component of all our graduate
programs, and a lively intellectual atmosphere is maintained
through seminars and one-to-one studies in musicology, theory,
and ethnomusicology with renowned scholars David Bernstein and
Nalini Ghuman.
Our commitment to creating interdisciplinary works with other fine
arts departments is enhanced by Mills' Art and Technology
Program, which generates many fresh ways of making and thinking
about music and sound art.
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The master of arts program in composition at Mills has trained
generations of composers from all over the world in the American
experimentalist tradition. Composition students at Mills learn in a
free-thinking environment that encourages creative work in a wide
variety of styles. In addition to taking courses in orchestration,
tonal and post-tonal analysis, and contemporary music criticism,
they are encouraged to cross disciplinary boundaries and to pursue
studies in special areas of interest that may include improvisation,
indeterminacy, and environmental sound composition, as well as
composing for dance and film.
Our core composition faculty, Fred Frith and Roscoe Mitchell, have
won international renown as composers and performers across the
musical spectrum, from conventionally notated work to a wide
range of experimental practices. We regularly invite distinguished
guest composers to teach at Mills—most recently Hilda Paredes and
Zeena Parkins—and composition students may study electronic and
computer music with faculty from the Center for Contemporary
Music, the historic electronic music studio that has been a
pioneering presence in American music for more than 40 years.
Also teaching in the Composition Program are scholars David
Bernstein, a specialist in the music of John Cage and the tonal
theories of Arnold Schoenberg, and Nalini Ghuman, whose interests
include post-colonial perspectives on musical Orientalism,
nationalism, and cross-cultural musical exchange.
To enhance our students’ learning experience, Mills sponsors at
least one visiting composer each year. Lou Harrison was the first
Jean Macduff Vaux Composer-in-Residence in 1998–99, followed in
consecutive years by Gordon Mumma, José Maceda, Bun-Ching
Lam, Cecil Taylor, Meredith Monk, Terry Riley, James Tenney,
Maggie Nicols, Helmut Lachenmann, Muhal Richard Abrams, Julia
Wolfe, Christian Wolff, Alvin Lucier, Laurie Anderson, and George
Lewis. In addition, current resident artists of the Eclipse Quartet, a
vibrant string quartet specializing in contemporary music, visit
each semester to perform as well as work with student composers
and musicians.
View Program Goals
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The master of fine arts in electronic music and recording media
keeps Mills at the forefront of new music. Directed by a core faculty
of distinguished composers, including John Bischoff, Chris Brown,
James Fei, Maggi Payne, and Technical Director Les Stuck, this
program welcomes composers and sound artists working with
electronic music and electroacoustic media.
This innovative interdisciplinary program (housed in the
internationally acclaimed Center for Contemporary Music) focuses
on electronic and computer music, the recording arts, and
experimental media. It offers courses in recording and mixing,
digital and analog synthesis, music software design and
programming, interactive music composition, video, and live
electronic music performance. The program encourages
interdisciplinary and collaborative works across disciplines,
including dance, art, computer science, poetry, and literature. MFA
students also have access to the facilities and curriculum of Art and
Technology, which provides links for students and faculty from all
the fine arts disciplines, as well as providing an undergraduate
major.
The Music Department has also recently established an endowed
residency in honor of the electronic music composer/performer
David Tudor. Paul DeMarinis initiated this residency in 2000–01,
followed by Maryanne Amacher, Steina Vasulka, Trimpin, Ron
Kuivila, Jon Rose, Laetitia Sonami, Keith Rowe, Bob Ostertag,
David Dunn, Ikue Mori, David Behrman, and Nic Collins.
The Center for Contemporary Music (CCM) also presents Songlines,
a series of symposia on sound, nature, and new music technologies
that brings together guest composers, performing artists, and
researchers in an informal setting.
See KQED television's feature on CCM.
View Program Goals
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Our master of fine arts in music performance and literature offers
students the opportunity to study a broad range of repertoires and
techniques—from traditional solo and chamber music to recently
composed works, from notated music to indeterminate scores. The
program has two options: one dedicated to the performance of
composed music and the other to improvisation. Students in both
sections learn in a dynamic environment in which older traditions
inform contemporary idioms and new music inspires reevaluation
of work from earlier periods.
Students may study and perform with top San Francisco Bay Area
musicians as well as with distinguished guest artists. Visiting
performers have included AMM, MEV, Werner Bärtschi, Iva Bittová,
Imogen Cooper, Marilyn Crispell, Amy Denio, Angela Hewitt, Susie
Ibarra, Joëlle Léandre, Louis Lortie, Matmos, Meredith Monk, Ikue
Mori, Viktoria Mullova, Zeena Parkins, Anne Queffélec, Maja Ratkje,
Aaron Rosand, Charles Rosen, Frederick Rzewski, Kazue Sawai,
Wadada Leo Smith, Laetitia Sonami, Frances-Marie Uitti, and the
late David Tudor.
Musical groups, such as the Contemporary Performance Ensemble,
the Mills Performance Collective (which specializes in chamber
music), and the Mills Performing Group (originally established by
Luciano Berio, Darius Milhaud, and Morton Subotnick to present
works from across the genre spectrum) provide a range of
performance opportunities.
In addition, the Music Improvisation Ensemble (led by Fred Frith)
and the Improvisation Workshop (directed by Roscoe Mitchell)
afford unique opportunities to develop a deeper understanding of
the practice of improvisation in an intense and supportive
environment.
Our program’s strong historical, theoretical, and critical
component, staffed by music scholars David Bernstein and Nalini
Ghuman, allows performers to gain advanced knowledge of the
cultural, analytical, and socio-historical aspects of music,
enhancing both their understanding and their ability to perform at
a high level.
View Program Goals
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For more than 30 years, Mills College has been preparing students
to become physicians and other healthcare professionals. Our
program is designed for students with bachelor's degrees who lack
some or all of the basic science courses to pursue study in the
fields of allopathic medicine, osteopathic medicine, dentistry,
pharmacology, veterinary medicine, or optometry. Students who
need to complete all of the basic pre-medical science courses take
two years (four semesters) to complete the program. Students who
have completed a year of general chemistry, a year of general
biology, and a semester of calculus are often able to finish in one
year. The program is flexible and can be tailored to fit a student’s
specific background in science and mathematics.
Students in the Post-baccalaureate Pre-Med Program enroll in Mills
science and math courses taught by distinguished faculty. In most
cases, post bac students have separate lectures designed
specifically for pre-med students. The average class size is about
25 students, large enough to offer a diverse intellectual community
but small enough to provide individual attention. At Mills, students
find a supportive environment of motivated peers who work
collaboratively toward mutual goals. Faculty members are
accessible and involved in helping students succeed.
Teaching assistants are available in each course for individual help.
Students plan their academic course work with one of several
faculty advisors. Other aspects of their pre-professional training
are planned in consultation with the pre-health professions advisor,
John Brabson, or with Jo Scullion, program coordinator.
Graduates of the Mills Post-baccalaureate Pre-Med Program achieve
an approximately 90 percent acceptance rate to medical school or
other health science professional school and matriculate at some of
the nation's most respected schools of medicine, including UCSF,
Stanford, Harvard, UCLA, Washington University, and Yale.
Linkages with an allopathic medical school and an osteopathic
medical school allow some of our select students to start medical
school in the fall after completing their studies at Mills, thereby
eliminating the application year.
For information about our graduation rates, the median debt of
students who completed the program and other important
information, please refer to the Federal Gainful Employment
Disclosure Statement.
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The Public Policy Program at Mills College provides graduate
students with the analytical tools and access to innovative policy
makers needed to turn passion into effective action. Students may
choose between a master of public policy (MPP) degree or the new
joint MPP/MBA degree.
The Mills MPP degree provides students with the skills and
perspectives required to formulate, implement, evaluate, and
advocate on behalf of public policies. This two-year professional
degree program integrates two levels of course work, providing
students with a strong analytic foundation and advanced
professional training. Students learn how to assess public
problems; develop creative solutions that are efficient, equitable,
and feasible; navigate ethics, law, and politics; and implement
ideas. The MPP Program prepares students for public policy
leadership and analysis in government, politics, and nonprofit
organziations.
The public policy program is a part of the Lokey School of Business
and Public Policy and is co-located with the management programs
in the Graduate School of Business and Public Policy building.
Masters in public policy students have access to a shared Career
Services Office and many student clubs and co-curricular
opportunities that are available to students in all public policy and
management programs.
The joint master's degree in public policy and business
administration program (MPP/MBA) is a streamlined, three-year
joint degree track that provides students with cross-sector
competencies in leadership, management, analysis, and
development of innovative policies and strategies. The joint
MPP/MBA Program prepares students to assume positions of
influence in careers that span business, government, and nonprofit
organizations.
The capstone project for the MPP and joint MPP/MBA degree
programs is a Master's Policy Report that enables students to
conduct hands-on policy analysis for an external governmental,
nonprofit, or cross-sectoral client organization or partnership.
Working with an advisor, students assess policy alternatives,
evaluate program effectiveness, design a new program or service
model, and/or plan strategies for organizational improvement—
gaining valuable real-world experience in making a difference.
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